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1. Strategic priorities

1.1. Consultation on National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity
Consultation on the proposed National Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity 
(NPSIB) is on-going with Treaty Partners, councils and key stakeholders: 
In late 2019 you met with stakeholders from Beef & Lamb, Federated Farmers, the Queen 
Elizabeth II National Trust and Ngā Whenua Rāhui to begin the conversation about 
protecting and maintaining our indigenous biodiversity. 
In early 2020, officials completed the road-testing phase of engagement, meeting with 16 
regional and district councils around the country to talk about how the proposed NPSIB, as 
currently drafted, would affect them. 
Engagement will continue into February with 15 Treaty Partner Hui planned. Officials will 
attend to discuss the possible effects of the proposed NPSIB and how aspirations of 
tangata whenua could be supported by the NPSIB or complementary measures. Officials 
are indicatively planning to meet with more stakeholders, including farmers, industry 
groups, energy generators, utilities groups and ENGOs.  
Officials have also recently met with stakeholders from the aggregate and quarry 
association, beef and lamb landowners as well as regional and district councils from 12 
regions to discuss on the proposed NPSIB. 
Consultation closes on 14 March 2020, after which we will provide you with a summary of 
submissions before final ministerial decisions and gazettal by mid 2020. 

1.2 National Direction - upcoming decisions 
In the upcoming months there are a number of decisions required by you, the Minister for 
the Environment and Associate Minister Sage, on the development of national direction 
instruments. These are listed chronologically in the table provided in appendix one. 
We have also updated the national direction page on the Ministry website 
(https://www.mfe.govt.nz/rma/national-direction/national-direction-instruments) to provide 
stakeholders more information on the proposed timing and status of national direction 
instruments. 

2. Updates for noting

2.1. National Environmental Standard for wastewater discharges and overflows
In late 2019, the urban water team met with you to discuss our work programme including 
the development of the new National Environmental Standard for wastewater discharges 
and overflows (wastewater NES), which has been delegated to you as associate Minister 
for the Environment. 
As noted in the meeting, we are currently considering the best approach for engaging key 
stakeholders in the process for developing the wastewater NES, including engagement 
with Māori as Treaty partners. We consider this project an opportunity for the Ministry to 
develop a strong partnership approach to engaging with Māori in the policy development 
process, and we intend to discuss this with Treaty partners, including a meeting with 
Waikato-Tainui in mid-February.  
We are also scoping the data and research requirements that are needed to inform the 
development of the wastewater NES. This is likely to include an assessment of current and 
emerging issues facing the wastewater sector that need to be considered in the design of 
this new regulation.  
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We will provide you with further information on the proposed engagement strategy and the 
data and research requirements in late February-early March. 

2.2. Wastewater flows in summer 
A number of wastewater overflows have occurred over the summer holiday period. In 
some cases these have affected areas used for swimming or harvesting kai moana 
resulting in complaints to councils and media coverage. 
Wastewater overflows typically occur as a result of: 

• significant rainfall events where high volumes of stormwater enters the wastewater
system causing it to exceed its capacity. All wastewater systems are designed to
overflow into the environment to avoid wastewater from entering houses and
businesses.

• wastewater pipes cracking or breaking as they become outdated or are damaged
by natural hazards or surrounding activities, e.g. earthworks.

Examples of overflow events over the 2019/20 summer period include: 

• Wellington Harbour, 21 to 26 December. A large wastewater pipe burst and
wastewater was discharged into Wellington Harbour. People were unable to swim
for several days as a result. Wellington Water responded quickly and put in place a
temporary measure. Works to repair the break are ongoing.

• multiple popular beaches in Auckland and several in Gisborne and Bay of Plenty
were deemed unsafe due to overflows from rain events.

Most councils will monitor the area affected by wastewater overflows and put in place 
measures to make people aware of when it is not safe to swim. Councils will also attempt 
to address the source of the overflows, particularly if it occurred as a result of a broken 
pipe.  
In the long term, most councils are looking at options to reduce overflows by increasing 
network capacity and replacing aged or at risk infrastructure. However, for many councils 
funding and capability challenges are limiting their ability to implement sustainable 
solutions. 
During large overflow events like the Wellington harbour event the Ministry for the 
Environment will typically contact the wastewater operator and regional council to receive 
updates on what is occurring. 

2.3. Hui with Whareroa Collective on air quality issues in Mt Maunganui 
We are currently planning a two-day visit to Tauranga and Mt Maunganui, on 18 and 19 
February. The primary purpose of the visit is to meet with the Whareroa Collective (the 
Collective), iwi, hapū and Bay of Plenty Regional Council (the Council) staff to follow up on 
the Council’s steps to address air quality issues in the Mt Maunganui port area (briefing 
2019-B-06011 refers). 
We also intend to meet with local government organisations, councillors and Port of 
Tauranga businesses who have been involved in addressing industrial and shipping 
emissions in the area. 
We will update you on outcomes of the visit. 

2.3 Hui with local Iwi 
The Ministry is about to begin a series of hui with local iwi that will take place over the 
month of February. Ministry staff and members of the Resource Management Review 
Panel are travelling together with a combined agenda. 
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1. Strategic priorities  

1.1. Consultation on the National Environmental Standard Air Quality proposals 
The discussion document proposing amendments to the Air Quality National Environmental 
Standard is on the agenda to be considered at the Environment Cabinet Committee meeting 
on Thursday 20 February 2020.  
We will discuss our proposed consultation approach with you at the weekly meeting. Given 
the delays to this work, we propose releasing the discussion document for consultation at 
the earliest feasible date following Cabinet approval. Pending Cabinet approval on Monday 
24 February this would be Wednesday 26 February. 
We propose an eight week consultation period, opening with a soft-launch with a media 
release, supported by consultation documents published on the Ministry website and an 
online submissions tool. 

We will also undertake targeted engagement during consultation with iwi/Māori and key 
stakeholders.  

1.2. Recent engagement on the proposed National Policy Statement for Indigenous 
Biodiversity 
The Ministry for the Environment and the Department of Conservation are currently 
engaging with Treaty Partners on the proposed National Policy Statement for Indigenous 
Biodiversity (NPSIB). 
Since the start of February we have engaged with Treaty Partners in Whanganui, Tauranga, 
Auckland, Gisborne, Napier and New Plymouth.  We have further hui planned in Wellington, 
Christchurch, the West Coast, Dunedin, Whangārei, Taupō, Rotorua, Hamilton and Nelson.  
In December 2019 and January 2020 we conducted targeted consultation with a number of 
local authorities across the country. We have also met with the mining, forestry, 
infrastructure, and agriculture sectors, environmental non-governmental organisations, the 
Environmental Institute of Australia and New Zealand, and Local Government New Zealand.  
Additional engagement is being explored with pan Māori groups and a geothermal focus 
group in the Waikato.  
To date, we have received positive feedback for the intent of the proposed NPSIB, while the 
balance between protection of biodiversity and enabling land use is an area of ongoing 
discussion. 

2. Updates for noting 

2.1. Otago Regional Council will monitor air quality at Port Chalmers 
Otago Daily Times has reported on Port Chalmers’ air quality and included brief comments 
from the Ministry. The article responded to a report from Otago Regional Council 
chairperson, Hon Marian Hobbs, which mentioned there are significant air quality issues at 
Port Chalmers, particularly caused by cruise ships. She noted that ports are exempt from 
the National Environmental Standard Air Quality and stated she would pursue this with 
central government. We have not yet received any correspondence from the chair or the 
council relating to this issue. 
The article stated that the Port will start to measure its air quality this year. The Ministry 
confirmed in the article that coastal marine contaminants derived from exhaust are permitted 
under the Resource Management Act. 
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* Note: Paper published at https://
www.mbie.govt.nz/dmsdocument/11505-the-crowns-
approach-to-decommissioning-the-tui-oil-field-in-
response-to-operator-tamarind-liquidation-
proactiverelease-pdf 
-actual figure was $154.641 million
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