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1:1.

1.3.

1.2

Updates for noting

Napier City Council’s draft stormwater bylaw

Napier City Council’'s (NCC) draft stormwater bylaw proposes to prohibit the discharge of
stormwater pollutants from common residential and industrial activities into its stormwater
network. This gives NCC the ability to enforce source control measures at property level.

The bylaw has recently undergone public consultation with submitters both supporting and
opposing it. Some submitters support the enforcement of source control methods noting
the adverse effects the discharge is having on the Ahuriri estuary, a diverse ecosystem
with significant recreational value. However other submitters, particularly auto business,
have raised concern that the restrictions will require them to change the way-they carry out
day to day operations.

Other city and district councils in New Zealand have stormwater bylaws\that have similar
prohibitions to NCC’s draft bylaw.

We will consider the role that three waters bylaws will continue,to hayvetin’ improving
environmental outcomes for freshwater in urban aregs as part of the Resource
Management review.

Response to the Urban Water Working Group’s report

The Urban Water Working Group’s report <containing their recommendations on
implementing the Urban Water Principles will shortlyrbe ready for publication.

At the weekly meeting with you on 4 December we will discuss this report and the options
for responding to the Group’s recommendations.

Consultation Series 2020 Update

The Ministry for the Environment has €ight consultations scheduled between October 2019
and March 2020 as listed in the table below:

To ensure effective and meaningful engagement with iwi/Maori, and stakeholders, we will
develop joint agendasswhere relevanty We will also identify other consultations underway
from other agencies,that may also‘be relevant and add them to the agenda.

Consultationséries 2020 « Oct-19 | Nov-19 | Dec-19 | Jan-20 | Feb-20 | Mar-20
timings

Climate-related financial 31 Oct 13 Dec

disclosures (LIVE)

NZETS auctioning/(LIVE) 12 Nov | 19 Dec

RM Issues-and options (LIVE) 12 Nov 3 Feb

NZ ETS'operational issue (LIVE) 21 Nov | 20 Dec

National Policy Statement for 26 Nov 14 Mar
Indigenous Biodiversity (LIVE)

Waste levy 27 Nov 3 Feb

National Environmental 16 Dec 28 Feb
Standards for Air Quality (TBC) TBC

NZ ETS supply (TBC) 11 Dec 28 Feb




2. Briefing notes 2 December — 22 December

Reference number and title Lead What this briefing covers Date due to
agency your office
2019-B-06260 mfe | Initial briefing to update youon | 59 pecember
Initial briefing on wastewater NES: scope, the wastewater NES setting out
process, and timeframes scope, process, and timeframes.
3. Cabinet material 25 November — 22 December

Paper number and name Committee What this paper covers Our Suggested
timeframes

2019-C-06170 ENV This paper seeks Cabinet approval
Approval to release for consultation on amendment ‘
Discussion Document — the National Environment Sta 5‘1&
Amendments to the National for Air Quality N r%
Environmental Standard for A\

Air Quality

4. Cabinet material for proactive release ( orking s after
confirmation by Cabinet) e

Paper number and  What this paper covers Date confirmed Date due to Date due for Date
name by Cabinet your office proactive published
release

2019-C-05845 This paper seeks
Cabinet paper for | Cabinet approv

the National Policy | consultation Q
Statement for National Pa@
Indigenous State t fo
Biodiversity

23 January
2020

Indig




5.

Cabinet material we have been consulted on

Committee
and
date due

Cabinet

Paper title Risk/issue/opportunity

Urban Development Bill: This paper seeks approval to introduce the Urban

ement t

Approval for Introduction 2 December | Development Bill that will provide Kainga Ora+
Homes and Communities with a toolkit of po N
assist in the delivery of its urban develop
function.

Ngati Maru Deed of Te MCR This paper seeks agreement to propose

Settlement Cabinet Arawhiti 3 December | to the Treaty settlement redress.for

Paper update Taranaki (Ngati Maru) since greemeg:Q

principle, to enable a deed o
initialled by the end of )&L

MfE comments

HUD with some technical
omm ccuracy but are otherwise
comfortable with the contents of this paper.

Weare continuing to work closely with HUD to
r e drafting of the RMA-related aspects of

t rban Development Bill prior to its introduction.

MfE supports the paper's request that Cabinet
agree proposed changes to the settlement redress,
including:

e $92)MV)

e Agree to vary aspects of commercial and
cultural redress

o S 9(2)(f)(iv)

o Offer Ngati Maru statutory acknowledgments
and deeds of recognition over named rivers
and tributaries

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

Additional Appointment DOC per proposes to appoint a tenth member to
To The Sea Change Tai and cem inisterial Advisory Committee (MAC) on the
Timu Tai Pari Ministerial MP, ai Timu Tai Pari Hauraki Gulf Marine Spatial Plan

Advisory Committee Sea Change). The MAC reports to Ministers Nash
and Sage and also to you in your Environment
portfolio. The tenth member (Dirk Sieling) will

represent the recreational fishing sector at the

MfE is comfortable with appointment of a tenth
MAC member, however, we note iwi might raise
that appointment reduces the mana whenua
representation on the MAC from 4 out of 9 to 4 out
of 10. MPI and DOC are aware of this issue.

DOC and MPI are working on a joint briefing to
Ministers on the progress of the MAC that you




Paper title

's 9(2)(f)(iv)

Agency

Committee
and
date due

Risk/issue/opportunity

New Zealand Sport Fishing Council and assisted in
development of Sea Change. 7S

request of that sector. Mr Sieling is a member of the | sho

MfE comments

d recelve indate 2019. To date, the MAC has
> s'focused on their own

building and considered

arine protection, fisheries

and ahu moana (co-management

This paper reports on the m;@%n of t

X
9
Ve

Refreshed monitoring TPK MCR he Ministry supports a monitoring approach that
approach of Te Puni TBC refreshed monitoring approa e Puni increases transparency in state sector
Kokiri 6 performance for Maori.
\' We agree the state sector must draw on evidence
of what works for Maori and whanau, and at the
K (b same time be prepared to innovate, and partner
@ @ with Maori.
Substantial Alterations: MBIE LEG This pape Qes to change the definition of a MfE is comfortable with the proposal and had no
Amendments to TBC ‘substantial’ alteratio t rthquake prone comments on this paper.
Earthquake-prone burld g, dd a m&s ollar value of
Buildings (EPB) as the definition (25% of the
Regulations g 's dolla& ) had a disproportionate
ct on provinci and small towns with low value
(o]
Consultation on MBIE Marin ity: policy development for MfE broadly supports the strategy and discussion

discussion document for
Crown Minerals Act
review and Minerals and
Petroleum Strategy

issioning offshore oil and gas installations
i \ cope. MBIE intends this to be a separate
ogramme.

ing policies are inconsistent for offshore and
nshore areas of conservation value. MBIE has not
addressed this issue or indicated that it will be
reviewing permit processes for benthic protection
areas.
Onshore risk & liability: the discussion document

document. We consider that the review scope
should include:
* residual liability for offshore oil and
infrastructure
e mining restrictions in benthic protection
areas
Greater liability for longer term cost, clean up and
prosecution of future sites should be placed with




Paper title

Agency

Committee
and
date due

Risk/issue/opportunity

does not test policy settings for the long term
liability for abandoned onshore wells.

MfE comments

an relying on the taxpayer-funded
2piediation fund.
en providing technical advice to
arice and enforcement issues such
ties, court functions and other
echanisms. Engagement with MBIE is

as setti
regulat
ongoing.

New form for MBIE LEG The Building Amendment Act 2019 willimplement a mfortable with the proposal and had no
determination TBC new system to improve the manage %: ents on this paper.
applications under new buildings that are damaged or at ri mage
building emergency after an emergency event. This pa eeks
management powers, authorisation to give effect to y decmon
and updated form to in that Act regarding a or
modernise current determinations, and aI k S min
determination technical updates to ilding (F
applications Regulations 2004
Bill to amend the Greater | DPMC DEV The paper s greeme rrowly scoped MfE is comfortable with the proposal, supportive of
Christchurch TBC bill to am Greate urch the transition back to local leadership and had no
Regeneration Act 2016: Regen n Act 2 ed up the transition of | comments on this paper.
Accelerating transition to cert ers to | ership. Key changes
local government i ude VOkI the planning powers early
leadership to the 30 021 expiry) so that standard
proces would apply and a limited
tenspn ers associated with completing the
recon of land titles.
\4




Paper title
and

Committee

date due

Te
Arawhiti

Ahuriri Hapu Claims
Settlement Bill: Approval
For Introduction

TBC

Risk/issue/opportunity

This paper seeks approval to introduce the Ahuriri
Hapu Claims Settlement Bill when the Minister for

appropriate. This will likely occur when the Waita
Tribunal issues a decision relating to Wai 2573

signed by the Crown, Ahuriri Hapu and t

Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations considers it 7S

MfE comments

oposal to introduce the Ahuriri
ent Bill when the Minister for
= gotlatlons considers it

ave sought clarity as to the
ssible changes to the Bill in
response t@ any decision from the Waitangi

Tribunal.

SSC GOV

TBC

Report back on proactive
release of Cabinet
material policy

e

Railways Amendment MoT L
Regulations 2019 T

\&

settlement governance entity, Mana A
The paper notes that the policy is sti mbed@

we are
ends
s six monthly
ply be the
behalf of their
erlod which would
C into portfolio counts,
t Ofﬁce data on submissions,
lmster of State Services.

number of papers relea
monitoring and addltlo
reporting on the poli

It does propose a
seeking Cabi
collecting |nf

with OIA
num ers re
m|n| r he SIX

gre
|ned w1th
porte o th

ences

rtlng reglme
oval for.
from
ThIS

MfE supports the paper and has been involved in
cross agency discussions on the proposed
reporting regime.

poses to amend annual fees and
t fund NZTA's rail safety regulatory

|sp

o address historical under-recovery, and
ufficient funding for this function.

MfE is comfortable with the proposal and had no
comments on this paper.

ng
¥

A




Paper title

New Zealand’s financial

Committee

and

Risk/issue/opportunity

date due

This noting paper reports back to Cabinet on the

MfE comments

security regime for TBC outcomes of public consultation on proposed oh in April. We made minor
offshore installations- amendments to Marine Protection Rules Part 102 + 2xt and also asked that
Proposed amendments and 131. The changes strengthen the offshore atory activities being “more
to Marine Protection financial security regime for offshore installati activities be removed.
Rules which includes increasing the maximum limit

insurance to $1.2 billion and introducing a \

scaled insurance framework with costs 0

proportionate to the risk posed. K
Airport Authorities Act: MoT LEG These papers proposes to co %1 auth MfE is comfortable with the proposals and does not
Order in Council TBC status by Order in Council un e Airpo Q have any additional comment on these papers. It is
Approval — Auckland Authorities Act 1966 to Tranapo worth noting that Auckland Transport is already
Transport and West West Auckland (Parak deemed requiring authority under the Local
Auckland (Parakai) This will also enablegthe a rt co become Government (Auckland Council) Act 2009.
Airport 2019 a network utility or under urce

Manageme 1, which s the authority

to apply to b a requiri orlty and

thereby ignatio rotect land and

airsp
Renewable Energy and MBIE DEV is Qet pa e agreement to release for | The updated discussion document, which MBIE’s
Updated discussion TBC ic consulta d| cussion paper Accelerating | draft Cabinet Paper is seeking agreement to
document on release for public consultation, provides initial

Accelerating Renewable
Energy and Energy
Efficiency

mplo enewable Energy Strategy work
progr

C%s\\\

able erg d energy efficiency, which is
Q rt of the try of Business, Innovation and

advice and seeks public feedback on a wide range
of policy options to encourage the use of
renewable energy. It covers both supply and
demand side measures across both process heat
and electricity.

MfE’s Climate Change and National Direction
teams have provided input and comment, which
has been reflected in the draft. MBIE have been
thorough in assessing the barriers and options in
each area at a high level. The updated discussion
document provides a sound basis for seeking a




Committee
and
date due

Paper title

Risk/issue/opportunity

publi resnse.
] aper. %

MfE comments

e recommend that you support

Improving whitebait DOC ENV
management draft TBC
cabinet paper

\/
{
This paper seeks agreement l& a
discussion document to su @blic con Qioh
on management of the W@ shery.

proposals aim to achieﬁ-s lthy an%
whitebait populations, anda sustai ery.
Methods include ting the ti mfthe

season, refude (no fishing are ctices and
export.

A high le erest i &r osals is expected.

Threat @ﬁshe Just fishing, but

incluaél r quali t loss and general
lines’in fre

@ cosystem health. These

e
onal t re& within scope of the Essential
ork programme.

Whitebait comprises the young of six native fish
species, four of which are classified as at risk or
threatened.

Your Essential Freshwater work programme will
complement the aims of the proposal by
addressing some of the threats to the fishery.




6. Official Information Act requests

6.1. Departmental

Request Due to send

In the attached briefing document on the Biodiversity Strategy and the NPSIB, it 24 December

refers to engagement with the mining sector occurring between November 2018 H: N ’

and July 2019 (para 9) \
Could you please provide information including documentation relating to this A

engagement?
?\
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1.

1.1

2.

2.1

Actions and decisions

New timeframes for proposed amendments to the National Environmental Standard
Air Quality

The rescheduling of the National Environmental Standard Air Quality (NESAQ) paper for
Cabinet consideration will impact delivery timeframes, as previously advised to your office
on Monday 9 December 2019. The earliest date now for Cabinet consideration is mid-
February.

Pending Cabinet approval, the new indicative timeline would be:
*  Public consultation March-April 2020

» Cabinet approval of drafting instructions late August 2020

» Drafting regulations September-November 2020

* Final Cabinet approval of amendments December 2020
Published in Gazette February 2021

During January and February, we will continue work to ensure more informed
conversations with Maori and stakeholders during consultation, and“put us in a better
position to deal with complex submissions. This will{inelude furtheriresearch and analysis
on the impact of the proposals on Maori and on edch region, developing specific scenarios
for areas we expect to be most affected, and beginning work onta compliance strategy to
support the NESAQ. We will brief you in February on’outcomes, of this further work.

We note that the paper remains on the agenda for censide ation at DEV. We recommend
your office seek permission for the paper be transfetred back to the next ENV committee
meeting on 20 February 2020. The ENV Committeeremains the most appropriate forum to
consider the proposed amendments to the NESAQ

Do you agree that the paper should be transferred back to the next ENV committee for
consideration on 20 February, 20207

Yes/No

Updates foraoting

Potential breach of NZair{guality standards from Australian bushfires may result in
exceptianal.exceedance,application in 2020

Ainguality monitars'in various parts of New Zealand have recently detected elevated levels
of-airborne particulate matter measuring 10 micrometres or less (PMio). These readings
may be associated with smoke from large bushfires in New South Wales, Australia.

Accordingsto air quality data on the Land Air Water Aotearoa (LAWA) website on 10
Decembel 2019, elevated levels of PMi; have been measured in Whangarei, Marsden
Paint, Napier, Taihape, Masterton, Wellington, Blenheim, Nelson and Timaru. LAWA data
also'shows that PMyo levels in Putaruru, Richmond and Auckland have exceeded the 50
ng/m? daily average PMso standard in the Resource Management (National Environmental
Standards for Air Quality) Regulations 2004 (NESAQ):



2.2.

Date Monitoring Site (Airshed) PMio Regional Authority
measurement
6 December | Putaruru Bowling Club 50.6 pg/m? Waikato Regional
(Putaruru) Council
7 December | Plunket AQ (Richmond) 50.6 pg/m?3 Tasman Regional
Council
7 December | Penrose (Auckland Urban) 51.5 pg/m? Auckland Council
7 December | Patumahoe (Auckland 54.2 ug/m?3 Auckland Council
region)

Once the relevant regional authorities have had the opportunity te=assess their
exceedances data and surrounding circumstances, we anticipate that they may apply for
decisions to treat the exceedances as exceptional circumstances underRegulation 16A of
the NESAQ. Regulation 16A allows councils three months from the date_ ol sthe
exceedance to submit their application to you.

We are aware that Auckland Council is preparing an exceptionaleircumstances_application
for an exceedance of the daily average PMi, standard on 24 '©¢tober 2019, during the fire
at the SkyCity New Zealand International Convention Centre

There is potential that particulate matter from the efuption at Whakaari/White Island may
also trigger exceedances at some locations in NewZealand. We willkeep you updated on
this.

Further information on Auckland Council's/stormwater network discharge consent

You have requested further information, on Auckland.“Councils’ stormwater network
discharge consent (NDC) and the extent'to which.it applies to Auckland Council’s council
controlled organisations.

Overview of the NDC

The NDC permits AucklandhCouncil to=discharge stormwater generated from its public
stormwater network within“existing and, future urban areas. This gives Auckland Council
the opportunity to take'a more integrated approach to stormwater management and gives
effect to policy direction in the Auckland Unitary Plan.

Application of the.NDC to Auckland Transport, Watercare, and other council controlled
organisations

The NDC jdo€s not coverpor apply to, stormwater discharges from Auckland Council's
coungcilseontrolled ©@rganisations (CCOs), such as Auckland Transport and Watercare. The
NDC “only covers: stormwater discharges from the public stormwater network which is
operated by the Healthy Waters team in Auckland Council.

Any CCOs that=rieed to discharge stormwater will either do it through:

o _asStormwater discharge consent granted by Auckland Council (as the regional
council), which means the CCO would be responsible for meeting the conditions of
consent; or

¢ the Auckland Council stormwater bylaw, which provides Auckland Council (as the
stormwater network operator) with the power to manage the input and capacity into
its stormwater network.

Under the Unitary Plan Auckland Council (as the regional council) can also require its
CCOs to adopt good practice measures to reduce adverse effects of stormwater. These
measures include adopting water sensitive urban design. An example of this is Manuaku
Bus Station where Auckland Transport used water sensitive design to capture and treat
stormwater.



2.3.

2.4.

Overview of the Urban Water Working Group’s recommendations

The Urban Water Working Group is in the process of finalising a report containing their
recommendations on how the Urban Water Principles can be implemented. We will
provide you with advice on how the Government could respond to the Group’s
recommendations in early 2020 once the report has been finalised. This will include advice
on how you can acknowledge and promote the work of the group.

We have provided a summary of the Group’s recommendations below as they currently
stand, which are grouped into policy and practices recommendations. We note that these
recommendations are subject to final approval from the Group, which is expected to occur
in January 2020.

s 9(2)(f)(iv)

The Groups notessthat their practice recommendations are limited in scope and reflect the
expertise of the.group. They, have recommended that Central Government include their
practices in guidance and continue to develop practices that cover a wider range of groups
and activities.that can affect/urban water.

Wastewater'National ' Environmental Standard: proposed approach to identify and fill
information gaps

You have requested further information on how we intend to generate data and information
totinform the'design of the new national environmental standard for wastewater discharges
and overflows (wastewater NES). This is a priority for our work in quarters three and four
of this finangial year.

Our. proposed approach to identify and fill research and data gaps includes:

e developing and engagement approach, including Maori engagement and establishing
a ‘critical friends’ group of wastewater management experts

e undertaking a stocktake of available information on wastewater management
practices and related regulatory issues in New Zealand and identify any critical
information gaps

e commissioning data and research to address data gaps and to inform the
development of the wastewater NES.

We will provide further information on the process and approach for developing the
wastewater NES in early 2020.



2.5.

Engagement update for proposed National Policy Statement Indigenous Biodiversity
(NPSIB)

Planning for engagement in 2020 for iwi/Maori/hapu, stakeholder workshops and council
meetings over the proposed NPSIB is underway.

From 9-19 December officials are road testing implementation requirements with Councils
around the country. These councils are Marlborough, Tasman , Westland, Kapiti Coast,
New Plymouth, Far North, Gisborne and Southland District Councils Environment
Canterbury, Horizons, Waikato and West Coast Regional Councils, Wellington, Napier,
Hamilton and Dunedin City Councils and Auckland Council.

Conversations with these councils are focused on the implementation aspects of the
NPSIB and will continue in the New Year. Other councils will also have the @pportunity to
talk with us in the New Year and can make submissions.

Officials are starting to arrange targeted stakeholder meetings for early-next year, including
with farming associations, environmental NGOs, forestry sector, electricity generators,
infrastructure providers and mining sector. We will keep you updatéd on these.meetings.

Next week, 17-19 December, you are meeting QEIl Trust,(Beef and kamb;, Federated
Farmers and Ngé& Whenua Rahui. We are providing you with” background and talking
points to support these conversations.



3. Briefing notes 16 December — 22 December

Reference number and title Lead What this briefing covers Date due to
agency your office
2019-B-06260 mfe | Initial briefing to update youon | 59 pecember
Initial briefing on wastewater NES: scope, the wastewater NES setting out
process, and timeframes scope, process, and timeframes.
4. Cabinet material 16 December - 28 FQuary

Ourr Suggested
fimeframes

Paper number and name Committee What this paper covers

2019-C-06170 DEV This paper seeks Cabinet *
Approval to release approval for consultation
Discussion Document — or amendments to the N‘@
Amendments to the ENV Environment Standard forAir
National Environmental Quality

Standard for Air Quality

5. Cabinet material for proactive relea@& I@ days after
<

confirmation by Cabinet)

Paper title and number What this paper covers Date Date due for Date
confirmed by to your proactive published

office release

2019-C-05845 > i : 23 January
Cabinet paper for the
National Policy
Statement for
Indigenous Biodiversity

2020




6. Cabinet material we have been consulted on

Paper title

Agency

Committee
and
date due

Risk/issue/opportunity

MfE comiments

Additional Appointment DOC Cabinet This paper proposes to appoint a tenth member to MfE is comfortable with appointment of a tenth
To The Sea Change Tai And 16 December | the Ministerial Advisory Committee (MAC) on the. MACmember, however, we note iwi might raise
Timu Tai Pari Ministerial MPI Tai Timu Tai Pari Hauraki Gulf Marine Spatml Plan that appom’tment reduces the mana whenua
Advisory Committee (Sea Change). The MAC reports to Ministers Nash representatlon on the MAC from 4 out of 9 to 4 out
and Sage and also to you in your Envmonment of 10. MPI and DOC are aware of this issue.
portfolio. The tenth member (Dirk Sifing).will DOC and MPI are working on a joint briefing to
represent the recreational fishing sector at the | Ministers on the progress of the MAC that you
request of that sector. Mr Sieling ?sa member of the | should receive in late 2019. To date, the MAC has
New Zealand Sport Fishing, Gouncil'and assiSted in | met four times and has focused on their own
development of Sea Change( internal relationship building and considered
information on marine protection, fisheries
management and ahu moana (co-management
areas).
s 9(2)(f)(iv) @\ @U'
nb N
Refreshed monitoring TPK MCR- ' This paper reports on the implementation of the The Ministry supports a monitoring approach that
approach of Te Puni TBC~ refreshed monitoring approach of Te Puni Kokiri. increases transparency in state sector performance

Kokiri

for Maori.

We agree the state sector must draw on evidence
of what works for Maori and whanau, and at the
same time be prepared to innovate, and partner
with Maori.




Paper title

Committee

and
date due

Risk/issue/opportunity

MfE comments

Substantial Alterations: This paper proposes to change the definition of a omfort with the proposal and had no
Amendments to TBC ‘substantial’ alteration to an earthquake prone ents is er.
Earthquake-prone building, to add a minimum dollar value of .
Buildings Regulations $150,000, as the previous definition (25% of the
building’s dollar value) had a disproportionate
impact on provincial and small towns with | \
properties.
Consultation on MBIE DEV Marine risk & liability: roadly supports the strategy and discussion
discussion document for TBC decommissioning offshore oil and ga ument. We consider that the review scope
Crown Minerals Act is out of scope. MBIE intends thi @ e a separat should include:
review and Minerals and programme. » residual liability for offshore oil and
Petroleum Strategy Mining policies are inconsi infrastructure
onshore areas of con * mining restrictions in benthic protection
addressed this issue areas
reviewing permit proce Greater liability for longer term cost, clean up and
prosecution of future sites should be placed with
document industry rather than relying on the taxpayer-funded
e long term contaminated sites remediation fund.
We have largely been providing technical advice to
O MBIE on compliance and enforcement issues such
0 & as setting penalties, court functions and other
Q regulatory mechanisms. Engagement with MBIE is
\ ongoing.
New form for MBIE LEG e Building Amendment Act 2019 will implement a | MfE is comfortable with the proposal and had no
determination TB new sy improve the management of comments on this paper.
applications under new % buildi t are damaged or at risk of damage
building emergency % after a ergency event. This paper seeks
management powers, p @ M ation to give effect to policy decisions made
and updated form to \ inthat Act regarding applications for determinations,

modernise current
determination
applications

d also makes minor and technical updates to the
Building (Forms) Regulations 2004.




Paper title

Agency
and

Committee

Risk/issue/opportunity

date due

MfE comments

Bill to amend the Greater The paper seeks agreement to a narrowly scoped is comfort with the proposal, supportive of
Christchurch TBC bill to amend the Greater Christchurch Ze ;Mnsitio ck torlocal leadership and had no
Regeneration Act 2016: Regeneration Act 2016 to speed up the transition '. omments % aper.
Accelerating transition to certain powers to local leadership. Key changes
local government include revoking some of the planning powers q
leadership (prior to the 30 June 2021 expiry) so that st \
RMA processes would apply and a limit
extension of powers associated with c@ﬁng the \
reconfiguration of land titles. »
Ahuriri Hapu Claims Te LEG This paper seeks approval to intr%e the Ahuriri MfE supports the proposal to introduce the Ahuriri
Settlement Bill: Approval | Arawhiti TBC Hapu Claims Settlement Bi n th Minis@r Hapt Claims Settlement Bill when the Minister for
For Introduction Treaty of Waitangi N i conside@l Treaty of Waitangi Negotiations considers it
appropriate. This wﬂl&ﬁ otcur aitangi | appropriate. MfE have sought clarity as to the
Tribunal issues a decision relatin 2573 process for possible changes to the Bill in response
(relating to the m%ite of Ahuri . The Bill to any decision from the Waitangi Tribunal.
gives effect.to riri Ha of Settlement,
signed by n, Ahuri and the post-
settlem& ance e( ana Ahuriri Trust.
Report back on proactive SSC GOV The,paper notes olicy is still embedding, MfE supports the paper and has been involved in
release of Cabinet TBC ut alréady esults with regard to the cross agency discussions on the proposed
material policy (| number oé pap leased. It proposes further reporting regime.
nitorin d additional advice next year, once
e’ reportin policy commences.
6 It doe% se a reporting regime which we are
(b seﬁa abinet approval for. It recommends
ing information from agencies six monthly
‘\@ i IA statistics. This would simply be the number

<

papers released on behalf of their minister(s) in
the six month period, which would then be

aggregated by SSC into portfolio counts, combined
with Cabinet Office data on submissions, and
reported to the Minister of State Services.




Paper title

Railways Amendment

Committee
and
date due

Risk/issue/opportunity MfE comments

This paper proposes to amend annual fees and

Regulations 2019 TBC charges that fund NZTA'’s rail safety regulatory

function to address historical under-recovery,

ensure sufficient funding for this function.
New Zealand'’s financial MoT DEV This noting paper reports back to Cabinet o dMs,upports the changes that have been
security regime for TBC outcomes of public consultation on propo: e consultation in April. We made minor
offshore installations- amendments to Marine Protection RuI ents on the text and also asked that
Proposed amendments and 131. The changes strengthen t reference to exploratory activities being “more
to Marine Protection financial security regime for offsh tallatlon » N y” than other activities be removed.
Rules which includes increasing the m m limit of

insurance to $1.2 billion and.i rodgng a

scaled insurance framewor@\ Q

proportionate to the r@ : . \O

X
Airport Authorities Act: MoT LEG These papers proposes to confer ai ‘ﬂauthonty MfE is comfortable with the proposals and does not
Order in Council TBC status by Ord uncil un Airport have any additional comment on these papers. It is
Approval — Auckland Authontles to Au ransport and worth noting that Auckland Transport is already
Transport and West West A Parakal ; deemed requiring authority under the Local
Auckland (Parakai) ThIS enab rt company to become | Government (Auckland Council) Act 2009.
Airport 2019 utlllty op nder the Resource
ent A whlch enables the authority
1 ppIy to be a r_equmng authority and
eby s de nations to protect land and
, palrspac
Amendments to the Tax DIA hIS pap tends to firm up current law so it MfE is comfortable with this paper and has
Rules for Land a g onglnally intended. The changes do not | provided comments to the DIA.
p d'to tax additional land.

changes recommend
closing a loophole that currently allows for
individuals and trusts working together, to
purchase improve and sell land and businesses
(habitual buyers and sellers) without paying the
intended tax.
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Paper title

Committee
and
date due

Risk/issue/opportunity

* introducing an ‘intention test’ - a measurement of
whether or not a property was purchased with the

whether taxes should apply (I assume a
statement of intent is the mechanism for on@
this but that is not explicit).

e ensuring that the law is fair so there ar
unintended consequences that wou
‘genuine’ homes and business pr
captured by the tax. ‘

intent to then ‘dispose’ as a determinant of '.

MfE comments

Building Consent
Exemptions in Schedule
1 of the Building Act
2004.

MBIE

DEV
TBC

This paper proposes amendments'to Schedule 1 o
the Building Act 2004 to in 12 additio
exemptions for minor k buildi

from the Building Cox‘5 cess.
exemptions include sh pan bri

single storey detached pole sh
solar array pa randa,

detached , pipe s structures and
flexible dders idance to TA’s would
also ted.

MfE is comfortable with this paper and has
provided comments to the MBIE.
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7. Official Information Act requests

7A1. Departmental

Request Correspondent

In the attached briefing document on the
Biodiversity Strategy and the NPSIB, it refers to
engagement with the mining sector occurring
between November 2018 and July 2019 (para 9)

Could you please provide information including
documentation relating to this engagement?

Reference

19-D-02622

Due to send

24 December
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