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1. Actions and decisions 

1.1. New timeframes for proposed amendments to the National Environmental Standard 
Air Quality 
The rescheduling of the National Environmental Standard Air Quality (NESAQ) paper for 
Cabinet consideration will impact delivery timeframes, as previously advised to your office 
on Monday 9 December 2019. The earliest date now for Cabinet consideration is mid-
February.  
Pending Cabinet approval, the new indicative timeline would be: 
• Public consultation March-April 2020 
• Cabinet approval of drafting instructions late August 2020 
• Drafting regulations September-November 2020 
• Final Cabinet approval of amendments December 2020 
• Published in Gazette February 2021 
During January and February, we will continue work to ensure more informed 
conversations with Māori and stakeholders during consultation, and put us in a better 
position to deal with complex submissions. This will include further research and analysis 
on the impact of the proposals on Māori and on each region, developing specific scenarios 
for areas we expect to be most affected, and beginning work on a compliance strategy to 
support the NESAQ. We will brief you in February on outcomes of this further work. 
We note that the paper remains on the agenda for conside ation at DEV.  We recommend 
your office seek permission for the paper be transferred back to the next ENV committee 
meeting on 20 February 2020. The ENV Committee remains the most appropriate forum to 
consider the proposed amendments to the NESAQ  
Do you agree that the paper should be transferred back to the next ENV committee for 
consideration on 20 February 2020? 

Yes/No 

2. Updates for noting 

2.1. Potential breach of NZ air quality standards from Australian bushfires may result in 
exceptional exceedance application in 2020 
Air quality monitors in various parts of New Zealand have recently detected elevated levels 
of airborne particulate matter measuring 10 micrometres or less (PM10). These readings 
may be associated with smoke from large bushfires in New South Wales, Australia. 
According to air quality data on the Land Air Water Aotearoa (LAWA) website on 10 
Decembe  2019, elevated levels of PM10 have been measured in Whangarei, Marsden 
Point, Napier, Taihape, Masterton, Wellington, Blenheim, Nelson and Timaru. LAWA data 
also shows that PM10 levels in Putaruru, Richmond and Auckland have exceeded the 50 
µg/m3 daily average PM10 standard in the Resource Management (National Environmental 
Standards for Air Quality) Regulations 2004 (NESAQ): 
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Date Monitoring Site (Airshed) PM10 
measurement Regional Authority 

6 December Putaruru Bowling Club 
(Putaruru) 

50.6 µg/m3 Waikato Regional 
Council 

7 December Plunket AQ (Richmond) 50.6 µg/m3 Tasman Regional 
Council 

7 December Penrose (Auckland Urban) 51.5 µg/m3 Auckland Council 

7 December Patumahoe (Auckland 
region) 

54.2 µg/m3 Auckland Council 

Once the relevant regional authorities have had the opportunity to assess their 
exceedances data and surrounding circumstances, we anticipate that they may apply for 
decisions to treat the exceedances as exceptional circumstances under Regulation 16A of 
the NESAQ. Regulation 16A allows councils three months from the date o  the 
exceedance to submit their application to you. 
We are aware that Auckland Council is preparing an exceptional circumstances application 
for an exceedance of the daily average PM10 standard on 24 October 2019, during the fire 
at the SkyCity New Zealand International Convention Centre   
There is potential that particulate matter from the eruption at Whakaari/White Island may 
also trigger exceedances at some locations in New Zealand. We will keep you updated on 
this. 

2.2. Further information on Auckland Council’s stormwater network discharge consent 
You have requested further information on Auckland Councils’ stormwater network 
discharge consent (NDC) and the extent to which it applies to Auckland Council’s council 
controlled organisations. 
Overview of the NDC 

The NDC permits Auckland Council to discharge stormwater generated from its public 
stormwater network within existing and future urban areas. This gives Auckland Council 
the opportunity to take a more integrated approach to stormwater management and gives 
effect to policy direction in the Auckland Unitary Plan. 
Application of the NDC to Auckland Transport, Watercare, and other council controlled 
organisations 

The NDC does not cover, or apply to, stormwater discharges from Auckland Council’s 
council controlled organisations (CCOs), such as Auckland Transport and Watercare. The 
NDC only covers stormwater discharges from the public stormwater network which is 
operated by the Healthy Waters team in Auckland Council.  
Any CCOs that need to discharge stormwater will either do it through: 

• a stormwater discharge consent granted by Auckland Council (as the regional 
council), which means the CCO would be responsible for meeting the conditions of 
consent; or  

• the Auckland Council stormwater bylaw, which provides Auckland Council (as the 
stormwater network operator) with the power to manage the input and capacity into 
its stormwater network.  

Under the Unitary Plan Auckland Council (as the regional council) can also require its 
CCOs to adopt good practice measures to reduce adverse effects of stormwater. These 
measures include adopting water sensitive urban design. An example of this is Manuaku 
Bus Station where Auckland Transport used water sensitive design to capture and treat 
stormwater.  
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2.5. Engagement update for proposed National Policy Statement Indigenous Biodiversity 
(NPSIB) 
Planning for engagement in 2020 for iwi/Māori/hapū, stakeholder workshops and council 
meetings over the proposed NPSIB is underway.  
From 9-19 December officials are road testing implementation requirements with Councils 
around the country. These councils are Marlborough, Tasman , Westland, Kāpiti Coast, 
New Plymouth, Far North, Gisborne and Southland District Councils Environment 
Canterbury, Horizons, Waikato and West Coast Regional Councils, Wellington, Napier, 
Hamilton and Dunedin City Councils and Auckland Council.  
Conversations with these councils are focused on the implementation aspects of the 
NPSIB and will continue in the New Year. Other councils will also have the opportunity to 
talk with us in the New Year and can make submissions. 
Officials are starting to arrange targeted stakeholder meetings for early next year, including 
with farming associations, environmental NGOs, forestry sector, electricity generators, 
infrastructure providers and mining sector. We will keep you updated on these meetings.  
Next week, 17-19 December, you are meeting QEII Trust, Beef and Lamb, Federated 
Farmers and Ngā Whenua Rāhui. We are providing you with background and talking 
points to support these conversations.  
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