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IN CONFIDENCE 

Upcoming meetings 7 December – 18 December 
 

Monday, 7 December Chief Executive, Z Energy - Mr Mike Bennetts  

Monday, 7 December MfE Officials Meeting 

Monday, 7 December MFAT Officials Meeting 

Monday, 7 December NZGIF (New Zealand Green Investment Finance) - Chief 
Executive, Craig Weise  

Monday, 7 December Meeting with Stuart Smith, National Party Spokesperson 
for Climate Change  

Monday, 7 December 
Meeting with Minister for Trade & Export Growth 
(O'Connor) - Re: Trade and Climate issues 
+  Sequestration and other issues 

Tuesday, 8 December Meeting with the Climate Change Commission 

Wednesday, 9 December Inter-generational Climate Ambassadors  

Wednesday, 9 December Sustainable Land Use Ministers Meeting  

Wednesday, 9 December Foreign Affairs and Trade Ministers (Hon Mahuta Hosted) 
- O'Connor, Twyford, Sio, Shaw  

Thursday, 10 December Meeting with Louise Aitken - Social Enterprise 

Thursday, 10 December 
Meeting with Alison Howard (Manager Climate Change 
Response for Wellington City Council) - Climate Change 
Adaptation 

Thursday, 10 December Community Resilience Ministers meeting 

Saturday, 12 December 
Special Evening with 2020 Hillary Laureate, Christiana 
Figueres (hosted by the Hillary Institute + Mayor Lianne 
Dalziel)  

Monday, 14 December Insurance Council of New Zealand - Chief Executive Tim 
Grafton and Regulatory Affairs Manager Nick Whalle 

Monday, 14 December MfE Officials Meeting 

Monday, 14 December MFAT Officials Meeting 

Wednesday, 16 December British High Commission/WWF hosted Screening of the 
David Attenborough – A life on our planet 
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IN CONFIDENCE 

 

1.2. Climate Change Commission – annual monitoring plan 

As you are aware MfE has recently established the Crown Entity Performance team to 
provide responsible Ministers with appointments, governance, monitoring and 
performance advice in respect of Crown entities under Vote Environment. The team will 
also assist the Commission to become a high performing organisation and assist you 
with your responsibilities under the Crown Entities Act.  

Officials have, this week, issued a letter to the Commission, setting out the timetable of 
key dates in the reporting and accountability cycle. This should assist the Commission 
in its planning and work programme over the forthcoming year and ensure that they meet 
Ministerial expectations for timely receipt of information.  

1.3. Declaration of a Climate Emergency – MfE supporting communications 

Following Wednesday’s Climate Emergency declaration, the Ministry has activated a 
small micro-campaign on social media to profile the announcement, and connect with 
young New Zealanders around climate issues. We asked a selection of the Ministry 
interns to respond to the declaration and explain what it means for them, and these short 
voxys will be published on our social media channels over the next week, alongside 
climate-related science bites from the Atmosphere & Climate 2020 report. 

1.4. New Zealand and international emissions prices 

The NZU price has remained steady at $35.80 over the past week. It is now less than 
five weeks until the official end of the Kyoto Protocol and the start of the Paris Agreement 
Nationally Determined Contribution commitment period. Because of this, on Monday the 
30th November, all privately held CP1 Kyoto units were cancelled and NZ AAUs replaced 
with NZUs. It was not expected that this should have any impact on NZU price.  

The EUA price reached a high of €30 for the first time since mid-September. Market 
observers propose this may be related to the announcement of a further delay in the first 
auction of 2021, and a drop in temperatures and low wind likely to drive high energy 
usage in December.    

The Chinese regional ETS pilot markets have officially closed this week indicating their 
final prices and volumes, ahead of the commencement of the National scheme in 2021. 
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IN CONFIDENCE 

2.2. Environmental Reporting – Federated Farmers response to MfE’s Our Freshwater 
2020 report 

On 1 December we received a copy of a report entitled “Our Freshwater: Analysis & 
Recommendations from Federated Farmers of New Zealand”. A cover letter reiterated 
their concerns about our environmental reporting and invited further discussion. We 
believe an electronic version of the report will be made available on their website in due 
course.  

We consider that from a science perspective, none of the ‘Our freshwater 2020’ or 
‘Environment Aotearoa 2019’ findings that were queried by Federated Farmers are 
inaccurate, misleading or erroneous, and no corrections are needed. 

We subsequently provided a written response to Federated Farmers, and met with 
Elizabeth McGruddy, Senior Policy Advisor for Federated Farmers, on 18 November 
2020 to discuss several of the recommendations from their report. It was a constructive 
meeting.   

While they remain critical of certain aspects of our reporting on freshwater, they are 
supportive of the changes to the Environmental Reporting Act recommended by the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment. We will continue to engage with them 
on these matters. 

2.3. National Environmental Standard for Plantation Forestry (NES-PF) 

We acknowledge that your delegations include working with the Minister for the 
Environment on the review of the NES-PF.  To support you in this role, we are preparing 
some introductory briefing materials, which we will provide to your office by 17 December 
2020.  You will also receive a briefing on afforestation and its links to the NES-PF. 
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Upcoming meetings 14 December – 21 December 
 

Monday, 14 December Insurance Council of New Zealand – Chief Executive Tim 
Grafton and Regulatory Affairs Manager Nick Whalle 

Monday, 14 December MfE Officials Meeting 

Monday, 14 December MFAT Officials Meeting 

Wednesday, 16 December British High Commission/WWF hosted Screening of the 
David Attenborough – A life on our planet 

Thursday, 17 December Meeting with Stuart Smith, National Party Spokesperson 
for Climate Change 

Thursday, 17 December Meeting with Minister of Finance on Budget 2021 

Friday, 18 December Climate Ministers Meeting with the Prime Minister 
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Climate Change 

1. Context 

Updates for noting or decision 

1.1. Emissions Trading Scheme 

On Monday 30 November, the Registrar of the New Zealand Emissions Trading Register 
(the Register) cancelled all remaining first commitment period Kyoto units held in private 
accounts. At the same time the Registrar replaced all New Zealand originated Assigned 
Amount Units (NZ AAU) with a New Zealand Unit (NZU). The requirement to cancel and 
replace units on that date was part of the recently enacted changes to the Climate 
Change Response Act. 

1.2. National Adaptation Plan – iwi/Māori engagement 

The National Climate Change Risk Assessment identified that some climate risks will 
have a disproportionate impact on iwi/Māori. There is also a statutory requirement for 
the National Adaptation Plan to, amongst other things, take into account both the 
economic, social, health, environmental, ecological and cultural effects of climate change 
including effects on iwi and Māori and the ability of communities or organisation to 
undertake adaptation action, including how any action may be funded. In our recent 
conversation with you on the adaptation work programme you confirmed your preference 
for early engagement with iwi/Māori.  

Over the next two months we will engage through Ihirangi to seek feedback on the risks 
most important to whanau, hapū and iwi. We will also seek input to the strategic direction 
of the National Adaptation Plan at a broader level. Alongside this we propose to work 
with iwi/Māori to define options for engagement during the development of actions plans 
over the next year. All of these streams will feed into the advice we will provide for your 
Cabinet report back in March on an approach to engage with iwi/Māori for the National 
Adaptation Plan. 
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Chart: Recent trends in international emissions prices 
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