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Upcoming meetings 
 

Tuesday 9 February Meet with David Crawford, Chief Executive – 
Motor Industry Association 

Wednesday 10 February MfE Officials Meetings 

Wednesday 10 February Meeting with Bryce Davis, IAG 

Wednesday 10 February Meeting with Livia Esterhazy, Chief Executive, 
WWF New Zealand 

Thursday 11 February Meeting with Jolie Hodson, Chief Executive 
Spark New Zealand 

Thursday 11 February Meeting with Rob Gaimster, Chief Executive, 
Concrete New Zealand 

Friday 12 February Meeting with British High Commissioner, H.E 
Laura Clark 

Friday 12 February Meeting with Contact Energy Board 

Monday 15 February MfE Officials Meeting (Associate Environment) 

Monday 15 February MfE Officials Meeting 

Monday 15 February Meeting with the Resource Management 
Reform Ministerial Oversight Group 

Monday 15 February Multi-Ministerial Three Waters Meeting 

Tuesday 16 February Meeting with University of Otago Wellington 
symposium Building for Zero Carbon by 2050 
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Climate Change 

1. Context 

Updates for noting or decision 

1.1. China’s national emissions trading scheme enters into force 

China’s national emissions trading scheme formally came into force on Monday 1 
February 2021, although trading is not expected to begin until around July 2021 because 
work on the permit registry and trading platform is not yet completed. Several regional 
pilot schemes will be withdrawn over time. 
The scheme applies to only the electricity industry initially, with the first compliance 
period 1 January to 31 December 2021. More than 2,200 entities are expected to 
participate. Petrochemical, chemical engineering, construction, iron and steel, 
nonferrous metals, paper-making and civil aviation industries will follow in later 
compliance periods.  
The Chinese Ministry of Ecology and Environment issued rules for the national emissions 
trading scheme on 5 January. Under the rules: 
• Emitters of more than 26,000 tons of CO2 per year must participate. For comparison, 

Mercury Energy reported approximately 220,000 tCO2-e last year from its five 
geothermal plants. 

• Allowances are grandfathered to participants based on benchmarks and electricity 
generation over 2018 to 2020. 

• Participants can use Chinese certified emissions reduction credits to offset as much 
as 5% of their volume.  

• Provincial governments will be allowed to set emission caps for electricity generators. 

1.2. Release of Quarterly Greenhouse Gas Emission Estimates 

On 17 February 2021, Stats NZ will release quarterly Greenhouse Gas Emission 
Estimates for the first time. The release will involve industry and household emission 
estimates and the intention is that the statistics will be ’experimental’ for feedback and 
testing on the methodology. The statistics will have the potential to inform emission 
budgets, projections and the Emissions Reduction Plan in the future. 
You will receive further background information from the Minister of Statistics early next 
week and your office will be provided with an embargoed copy of the release on 16 
February. The embargoed material will include a methods paper, media release and data 
tables. 
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