




 

 

 
 

  

 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

  
2.2. Primary sector engagement and communications 

We are working with the Ministry for Primary Industries to plan coordinated engagement 
and communications with the primary sector across environmental issues that will impact 
the sector, including water, climate change and biodiversity  You will be briefed on this in 
coming weeks.  At a high level, we propose over the next 3 4 months to have a programme 
of visits by yourself and other Ministers to raise awareness and set the scene on specific 
issues (such as farm planning, integrated catchment planning, and sediment). 

The April 2019 release of the Environmental Reporting synthesis report EA2019 is 
expected to prompt significant discussion about environmental pressures and how to 
address them.  This sets the scene for Budget announcements and the release of 
proposals on freshwater for consultation in July. 

In the interim we are continuing to engage with primary sector stakeholders. For example, 
we have a workshop with the Federated Farmers Board on 4 February to discuss water 
and climate change. 

2.3. Conferenz National Freshwater conference on 11 February 

You are scheduled to speak at the Conferenz National Freshwater conference on 11 
February.  

We are p eparing talking points and Powerpoint slides for you. This is an opportunity to 
set the scene for the year ahead across the environment portfolio and provide an update 
on water policy development. 

2.4. Improving data and the science system 

In a Newstalk interview on 15 January, Dr Mike Joy raised concerns about what he has 
termed the self-reporting” and therefore lack of independent reporting undertaken by 
Land and Water Aotearoa (LAWA) and regional councils. Monitoring results released by 
LAWA in December 2018 state that 97 of the 700 swimming sites (14 per cent) monitored 
were deemed unsuitable for swimming. Dr Joy states that 14 per cent “is a snapshot 
figure, as it just represents one moment when they were tested and if you look at it over 
the year, half of them will fail over that time." Dr Joy’s concerns reinforce the need to 
improve data and the science system in order to improve our ability to report on the state 
of our environment. 

While there is no quick fix for addressing issues with the data and the science system, 
the review of the Environmental Reporting Programme (ER Programme) by the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment (PCE) will provide valuable input and 
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momentum in helping direct where our focus (and others) should be in addressing the 
issues. We are currently in the process of drafting advice for you regarding the PCE’s 
proposed review of the ER Programme, as well as where we see opportunities across 
the science system (particularly around science investment) and our strategic 
engagement with Crown Research Institutes. This advice is scheduled to be with you by 
mid-February.  

2.5. Horizons Regional Council 

On 19 December 2018 you met the Chair and senior staff from Horizons Regional Council 
to discuss issues regarding the One Plan. Officials are joining a workshop wi h Council 
staff and their advisers on 1 February to work through aspects of delivering a combined 
Plan amendment. This will cover the outdated leaching table and a temporary consenting 
pathway for those unable to meet the requirements of the table. We will continue to inform 
you of progress. 

2.6. Waste Free Summer digital campaign  

Late last year we advised that we would run a digital campaign over summer to engage 
people on reducing waste – an area that our research has shown New Zealanders care 
deeply about. This campaign launched on 16 December 2018 and wi l continue to 24 
February. Our goal is to reach 1 million New Zealanders with information that will help 
them take effective action, and so far it’s tracking well: 

• Reach so far from all social media posts is more than 1,005,000.  

• The Waste Free Summer webpages have been viewed 18,000 times. 

The strongest theme from the large number of comments received is calling on the 
Government to address the problem of plastic packaging at the source – particularly to 
regulate manufacturers/retailers or introduce a tax.  

2.7. Environmental Protection Authority (EPA  Board appointments – job advertisement 

The public advertisement for the two upcoming vacancies on the EPA Board is now live 
on jobs.govt.nz. M nistry officials have shared the ad link with their professional networks, 
the EPA, nominating agencies (e.g. Treasury, Ministry for Women) and on the Ministry’s 
LinkedIn and Twitter. The deadline for receiving applications is by 25 February. We will 
then proceed to shortlist candidates and expect to brief you on this in March. 
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