
What are Statutory Acknowledgements?
A Statutory Acknowledgement is an acknowledgement by the Crown of Ngäi Tahu’s special relationship

with identified areas, namely Ngäi Tahu’s particular cultural, spiritual, historical, and traditional association

with those areas (known as statutory areas). The statutory areas are indicated on the attached map.

Information relating to specific Statutory Acknowledgements will be attached to regional policy statements,

district plans and regional plans.

What are the Purposes of Statutory Acknowledgements?
The purposes of Statutory Acknowledgements are:

• to ensure that Ngäi Tahu’s particular association with certain significant areas in the South Island are identified,

and that Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu is informed when a proposal may affect one of these areas

• to improve the implementation of RMA processes, in particular by requiring consent authorities to have regard

to Statutory Acknowledgements when making decisions on the identification of affected parties.

Who may be Affected by Statutory Acknowledgements?
You may be affected by a Statutory Acknowledgement if you are applying for a resource consent for an activity

that is within, adjacent to, or impacting directly upon a statutory area.

What Happens When You Apply?
If you are applying for a resource consent for an activity within, adjacent to, or impacting directly upon

a statutory area:

• the consent authority must send a summary of your resource consent application to Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu

• the consent authority must have regard to the Statutory Acknowledgement in going through the process

of making a decision on whether Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu is an affected party in relation to the resource

consent application.

Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) Reports
For proposals that may significantly adversely affect Ngäi Tahu’s cultural values and association with Statutory

Acknowledgement areas, further information may be sought from applicants in the form of a cultural impact

assessment (CIA) report.

Use of Statutory Acknowledgements in Submissions
Members of Ngäi Tahu will also be able to cite Statutory Acknowledgements in submissions to consent authorities,

the Environment Court and the Historic Places Trust, as evidence of their particular association with statutory

areas.  In this context, the Statutory Acknowledgement does not of itself prove the association for the purpose

of consent proceedings but may be taken into account by decision-makers.

More Information
You can obtain further information on Statutory Acknowledgements from:

• Your local council

• Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu

Kaupapa Taiao

Level 1, Te Wai Pounamu House

158 Hereford Street

PO Box 13-046, Christchurch

Phone 03-366 4344, Fax 03-366 4267

Information for Resource Consent Applicants

• Ministry for the Environment

South Island Office

Price Waterhouse Centre

119 Armagh Street

PO Box 1345, Christchurch

Phone 03-963 0940, Fax 03-963 2050

www.mfe.govt.nz

STATUTORY ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Introduction
The Ngäi Tahu Claims Settlement Act 1998

(the Settlement Act) gives effect to the Deed

of Settlement signed by the Crown and

Te Rünanga o Ngäi Tahu on 21 November

1997 to achieve a final settlement of Ngäi

Tahu’s historical claims against the Crown.

The Settlement Act includes a new instrument

called a Statutory Acknowledgement.

Statutory Acknowledgements recognise

Ngäi Tahu’s mana in relation to a range

of sites and areas in the South Island,

and provide for this to be reflected in the

management of those areas.  Statutory

Acknowledgements impact upon Resource

Management Act 1991 (RMA) processes

concerning these areas.

This flyer provides a brief outline

of Statutory Acknowledgements, and how

they may affect you, as an applicant for

a resource consent.  The information provided

in this flyer relates only to Statutory

Acknowledgements under the Ngäi Tahu

Claims Settlement Act 1998.
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Coastal Statutory Acknowledgements

1 Ökari Lagoon
2 Taramakau River
3 Kötuku-Whakaoho (Lake Brunner / Moana)
4 Lake Kaniere
5 Pouerua (Salt Water Lagoon)
6 Ökärito Lagoon
7 Makaawhio (Jacobs) River
8 Karangarua Lagoon
9 Aoraki
10 Lake Päringa
11 Whakarukumoana (Lake McGregor)
12 Takapo (Lake Tekapo)
13 Lake Pükaki
14 Lake Öhau
15 Lake Hawea
16 Lake Wanaka
17 Tititea (Mount Aspiring)
18 Tütoko
19 Pikirakatahi (Mount Earnslaw)
20 Te Wairere (Lake Dunstan)
21 Whakatipu-wai-mäori (Lake Wakatipu)
22 Manawapöpöre / Hikuraki (Mavora Lakes)
23 Te Ana-au (Lake Te Anau)
24 Motorau (Lake Manapöuri)
25 Waiau River
26 Lake Hauroko
27 Aparima River
28 Ururewa (Lake George)
29 Öreti River
30 Motupöhue (Bluff Hill)

31 Waituna Wetland
32 Mataura River
33 Kuramea (Lake Catlins)
34 Tokatä (The Nuggets)
35 Pomahaka River
36 Waihola / Waipori Wetland
37 Mata-au (Clutha River)
38 Kä Moana Haehae (Lake Roxburgh)
39 Te Tauraka Poti (Merton Tidal Arm)
40 Matakaea (Shag Point)
41 Kakaunui River
42 Waitaki River
43 Punatarakao Wetland
44 Hakataramea River
45 Mahi Tikumu (Lake Aviemore)
46 Te Ao Märama (Lake Benmore)
47 Örakipaoa Wetland
48 Rangitata River
49 Hekeao (Hinds River)
50 Ö Tü Wharekai (Ashburton Lakes)
51 Hakatere (Ashburton River)
52 Wairewa (Lake Forsyth)
53 Whakamatau (Lake Coleridge)
54 Köwai River
55 Kura Täwhiti (Castle Hill)
56 Moana Rua (Lake Pearson)
57 Waipara River
58 Hoka Kura (Lake Sumner)
59 Hurunui River
60 Tütae Putaputa (Conway River)
61 Lake Rotorua
62 Uerau (Mt Uwerau)
63 Hananui (Mt Anglem)
64 Toi Toi Wetland
65 Whenua Hou
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Statutory Acknowledgements –
Deeds of Recognition

Coastal Statutory Acknowledgements
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