
Resource consent process for fast track applications

Notification determination (s95A-95G)
The Council’s notification decision is made (s95(2)(a))

Application notified Application non-notified

Hearing required?

Application ceases to be a fast 
track application* (s87AAC(2))

Notice of decision required 
(s115(4A))

Total working days = 10

NOYES

Notes:
*All controlled activities under a district plan (except subdivisions) are eligible 
for the fast track process (s87AAC(1)). 

*Schedule 4 of the RMA sets out information requirements.

*Some councils may have fast track processes that go more quickly than the 
minimum statutory requirements.

*Applicants are able to opt-out of the fast track process at the time the 
application is lodged (s87AAC(2)).

*If an application ceases to be a fast track application, the application becomes 
subject to standard processing requirements and timeframes (s87AAC(4)).

Application lodgement  
and completeness Further information Notification and decision1 2 3

Further information or report needed?

The council requests the applicant to provide information (s92(1)) or the 
council informs the applicant that they want to commission a report (s92(1))

Applicant 
provides all 
information 
within 15 

working days 
(s92A(1)(a)) or 
agrees to the 

commissioning 
of the report 

(s92B(1))

Within 15 
working days 
the applicant 
confirms in 

writing that they 
agree to provide 
the information 

(s92A(1)(b))

No response  
from applicant  

or applicant 
refuses to 

provide 
information or 
commissioning  

of report  
(s92A(1)(c)) or

Local authority 
sets timeframe 

and advises 
applicant  

(s92A(2)(a))

Applicant 
provides 

information 
within agreed 

Publicly 
notify 

application 
(s95C)

NO YES

NOYES

Pre-application meeting
Determine scope of application and  
whether the application is eligible  

for the fast track process.

Application lodged (s88)
Application lodged by applicant. Council to 

determine whether the application is eligible 
for the fast track process*. Working days 

begin on the first full day after lodgement.

Application checked for completeness 
by council (s88(3))

 » Undertake initial review of application 
 » Undertake initial expert input

Application complete?

Incomplete 
application

Return to 
applicant with 

explanation 
(s88(3A))

Complete 
application

Continue 
to process 
application

NO YES

Re-lodge as new 
application if the 
applicant wishes 

(s88(4))
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