90% of wetlands have been p

e N W Zealand’'s fresh water
Wetlands are important for

filtering nutrients, flood control,

and native wildlife habitat. at a g la n Ce

Our fresh water 2017

The health of our monitored lakes
varies. Those that are good are
clear (unless naturally turbid)
with little algae growth. Those that
are poor are green and murky
with high amounts of nutrients
and algae. These lakes are rarely
suitable for recreation and have
habitats that are unsuitable for
some native aquatic species.
Monitored lakes are less than 5%
of all lakes greater than 1 hectare.

Livestock waste and fertiliser,
eroded soil, septictanks,and |, N\ (M | | | O :
wastewater and stormwater -
systems are the main
sources of phosphorus in
rivers. Phosphorus levels are
improving at more river sites
than worsening (1994-2013).
Phosphorus, combined with

nitrogen, can lead to excessive ‘ \ v
algae growth. ® 'Y
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NG The ability to take water is
allocated through consents

from regional councils. Not all
consented water is used.
Managing water takes is
important for maintaining flows
downstream. If flows of rivers
are reduced, algae and fine
sediment can build up, which
reduces amenity and recreational
value and results in a poor
habitat for aquatic species.
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Urban river
contamination compared
to native rivers
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