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Environmental reporting 
This is part of a series of fact sheets prepared for the Environment Committee’s 
2019/20 Estimates examination of Vote Environment.  

Environment Aotearoa 2019 was published in April 2019 
The publication of Environment Aotearoa 2019 concluded the first full cycle of environmental 
domain reports.  

The report outlines nine priority issues, across five broad areas that need our attention. These 
issues will inform the Ministry’s strategic goals and budget.  

The Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment will review how the system has 
performed, reporting on this in October 2019. 

 

Completion of reporting cycle and review 
The Ministry for the Environment, in partnership with StatsNZ, has completed the first full 
cycle of six monthly environmental reports under the Environmental Reporting Act 2015. Six 
reports have been delivered: five individual domain reports, and one synthesis report – 
Environment Aotearoa 2019. 

A team of internationally recognised scientists provided guidance throughout the scoping, 
writing and review process of Environment Aotearoa 2019. 

The reports continue with an update on our marine environment due in October 2019. 
Continuing the reporting cycle is important to monitor change over time. 

Purpose and use of the reports 
The reports provide robust and trustworthy information about the environment to support 
better decision-making. A variety of information is being produced to reach a wide and diverse 
audience.  
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The Ministry’s current work programme is influenced and informed by the reporting which is 
reflected in Environment Aotearoa, including looking at: 

• the better protection of native species and ecosystems through contributing to the 
Department of Conservation’s work on biodiversity strategy and developing a national 
policy statement on indigenous biodiversity 

• how to provide for urban development and protect our environment, including through 
work on a National Policy Statement for highly productive land 

• limiting pollution of freshwater through the Essential Freshwater work programme 

• improving how freshwater and marine resources are used 

• reducing climate change emissions through such initiatives as the Climate Change 
Response (Zero Carbon) Amendment Bill, reforms of the Emission Trading Scheme and 
assisting to establish the Climate Change Commission 

• system-wide improvements, such as through reform of the Resource Management Act. 

The data challenge 
Good progress has been made on understanding particular aspects of our environment, but 
many gaps remain.  Environment Aotearoa highlights data gaps and areas where our 
knowledge is incomplete. 

Taking opportunities to align data collection and analysis across the knowledge and reporting 
system would enable New Zealand to be better equipped to understand the effect our actions 
are having on the environment. It would also help us decide what our response should be. We 
anticipate the Commissioner’s review will include recommendations about greater system 
alignment and investment in data. 

 

Disclaimer 

The information in this publication is, according to the Ministry for the Environment’s best efforts, accurate 
at the time of publication. The information provided does not alter the laws of New Zealand and other 
official guidelines or requirements. Users should take specific advice from qualified professional people 
before undertaking any action as a result of information obtained from this publication.  

The Ministry for the Environment does not accept any responsibility or liability whether in contract, tort, 
equity or otherwise for any action taken as a result of reading, or reliance placed on the Ministry for the 
Environment because of having read any part, or all, of the information in this publication or for any error, 
or inadequacy, deficiency, flaw in or omission from the information provided in this publication. 

 
 

Published in July 2019 by the 
Ministry for the Environment  
Publication number: INFO 900 
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