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Weekly update - Minister for the Environment 

For the week starting 11 December 2017 

No Environment weekly meeting scheduled 

Actions from previous meeting  

1. Havelock North Inquiry

• MfE to initiate conversations on who is best to lead the next stage; this is in progress.

Upcoming meetings 

Week 11-15 December 
11 -15 December Argentina 

Week 18-22 December 

18 December 11am Weekly update meeting 

19 December 9am Meeting with Simon Upton (PCE) and the PM 

19 December 4pm Housing ministers meeting 

Proposed meetings which are not yet confirmed 
•
• Chew session with MfE officials on climate change (in particular including agriculture

in the ETS)
• Meeting with officials on the National Policy Statement on Urban Development

Capacity

1. Progress towards Government’s 100 day priorities

1.1. Climate 
On 22 November 2017 and 30 November 2017 you met with the Minister for Climate 
Change (Shaw) and MfE officials to discuss the draft Cabinet paper on the 100-day plan for 
climate change and its financial implications. The paper seeks agreement from Cabinet on 
the process for setting an emissions reduction goal and the establishment of a Climate 
Change Commission. The Cabinet paper was lodged on Thursday 7 December 2017 and 
the Minister Shaw will take the paper to Cabinet Business Committee on Wednesday 13 
December 2017.  
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Minister Shaw is releasing the final stocktake report from the Climate Change Adaptation 
Technical Working Group (CCATWG) on 15 December. The final stocktake (interim) report 
includes a summary of the expected impacts of climate change on New Zealand over the 
medium and long term, defines what effective adaptation looks like and takes stock of 
existing work on adaptation.  

You, together with the Minister for Climate Change and Minister for Conservation, met with 
the authors of the Coastal Hazards & Climate Change guidance on 5 December and you 
subsequently agreed that the updated guidance will also be released on 15 December. 

1.2.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Strategic priorities

2.1. Havelock North Inquiry – next steps 
You released the Inquiry’s findings on 6 December 2017. We are working with our 
colleagues at Ministry of Health and Department of Internal Affairs to provide advice on the 
possible next steps in a Cabinet Paper to be taken to cabinet prior to Christmas which will 
include:  

• An overview of the Inquiry’s recommendations and its role;

• Those recommendations which can be addressed in the short term;

• A work programme for the longer term actions with an indication of which agency will be
leading them.

We are also planning to align advice on access to drinking water for iwi with advice the 
response to the Havelock North inquiry.  
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2.2. Water 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

3. Updates for noting

3.1. Office of the Auditor-General Work Programme on Water Management in 2017-18 

The Office of the Auditor-General (OAG) will be reviewing how a range of organisations are 
carrying out their roles and responsibilities for water management as part of its work 
programme in 2017-18. The OAG has adopted a broad view of water management that 
includes freshwater resources, the marine environment, and three waters infrastructure. 
Eight separate audits are being conducted as part of the OAG work programme concerning 
a number of central and local government agencies. The Ministry for the Environment is 
providing the Office of the Auditor-General the information it needs to support the audits 
that are relevant to our areas of responsibility.  

3.2 National Monitoring System – Reporting of 2015/16 data 

This item is for your information. The National Monitoring System (NMS) collects annual 
data from local authorities on RMA functions, tools and processes. We and councils use this 
information to inform policy development.  We will be releasing the second annual NMS data 
set, for 2015/16, on our website on 14 December.  Notable statistics from the first two years 
of NMS data are included in the table below. We are currently processing the data received 
for 2016/17. 
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Performance measures 2014/15 2015/16 % 

Change 

Commentary 

Percentage of new plans, plan 
changes and variations started, 
underway or completed that were 
driven by being consistent with, or 
giving effect to, national direction. 

9% 23% +14% Indicates that 
national direction is 
being incorporated 
in plan 
making/changing 
processes. 

 

Percentage of new plans, plan 
changes and variations (with data 
available on the time taken) that 
complied with the two-year statutory 
timeframe. 

83% 95% +12% Indicates that 
compliance with 
statutory 
timeframes are 
improving. 

The total number of resource 
consents that were processed through 
to a decision (either granted/approved 
or declined). 

40,363 41,810 +3.5% Indicates a small 
variation in total 
number of 
consents 
processed around 
NZ. 

Percentage of all section 88, section 
127, and section 128 resource 
consents (which were progressed to a 
decision) that were processed within 
statutory timeframes. 

96% 96% No 
change 

 

Percentage of all section 88, section 
127, and section 128 resource 
consents that were granted/ 
approved. 

99.8% 99.8% No 
change 

 

Percentage of councils that set aside 
budget to assist iwi/ hapū to 
participate in the development of 
resource management plans. 

58% 36% -22% May indicate that 
other methods are 
being used to 
assist iwi/ hapū to 
participate in the 
planning process.  
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alongside the BIMs; • A copy of the 
Briefing to the Incoming Ministers of the 
Natural Resources Sector; • A copy of all 
other briefing to incoming Ministers from 
any board, such as the Waste Advisory 
Board. 

 




