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Four Ministry for the Environment officials attended the 29th United Nations Climate Change 
Conference (COP29), held in Baku, Azerbaijan from November 11-24, 2024. Their objectives 
included: leading negotiation items1; holding bilateral meetings with key international partners and 
stakeholders; ensuring the COP29 outcomes reflected latest scientific evidence and information 
on climate change; and supporting New Zealand’s commitment to global climate change action.  

I have provided a response to your request in the appendix below. This response is limited to the 
Ministry for the Environment’s costs and attendance only.  

Salary information of individual staff members is withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect 
the privacy of natural persons. Please note that Ministry for the Environment staff do not receive 
an additional salary to attend COP beyond their regular pay.  

I am unable to provide a further breakdown of individual costs broken down by activity. Staff 
members received a per diem allowance from the Ministry to cover meals, public transport costs, 
or any unplanned or variable cost that supports the travel.  
  
In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding of 
information in this request is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to 
make the information available in the public interest. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decisions relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details 
can be found at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 
 
Please note that due to the public interest in our work, the Ministry publishes responses to requests 
for official information shortly after the response has been sent on our website at: 
https://environment.govt.nz/about-us/official-information-act-requests/. If you have any queries 
about this, please feel free to contact our Ministerial Services team at: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā, 
 
 
 

 
 
Hemi Smiler  
General Manager Mitigation Policy | Pou Whakahaere Whakangāwari 
Ministry for the Environment | Manatū Mō Te Taiao 

 
 
 

 
1 Including items relating to international carbon markets, transparency, the Global Stocktake, 
Research and Systematic Observations, and adaptation and mitigation.  






