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NDC Strategy  

Proposal  

1 This paper lays out a strategy that helps government balance the contribution 
of domestic and offshore mitigation to meet our nationally determined 
contribution (NDC) under the Paris Agreement. It proposes the strategy at 
Appendix 1 be published and made publicly available in July, subject to final 
formatting and design.  

2 The paper details how the strategy will work in practice. This includes how the 
government will operationalise its priority for domestic action to meet the NDC, 
and how this will be supplemented with international cooperation. It also details 
how we will adapt the approach over time as domestic action is scaled up and 
the need for offshore mitigation decreases.   

3 The paper also seeks agreement to progress further policy work needed to 
enable implementation of the strategy.  

Relation to government priorities  

4 The Government declared a climate change emergency on 2 December 2020. 
The Cabinet Business Committee (CBC) agreed that climate change “demands 
a sufficiently ambitious, urgent, and coordinated response across government 
to meet the scale and complexity of the challenge” [CBC-20-MIN-0097 refers].  

5 Meeting our Paris Agreement NDC is critical to upholding the Government’s 
commitment to ambitious climate action and is in keeping with the declaration 
of climate emergency. The proposals in this paper are our strategy for achieving 
this.  

Executive Summary  

6 NDCs are at the heart of the Paris Agreement and the achievement of the 1.5°C 
long-term temperature goal. On 26 October 2021, Cabinet agreed to update 
Aotearoa New Zealand’s first NDC (NDC1) to reduce net emissions by 50 
percent below gross 2005 levels by 2030 [CAB-21-MIN-0434].   

7 Our NDC1 is substantially more ambitious than the domestic emissions budgets 
we have set for the same period (2021-2030) under the Climate Change 
Response Act. There is an estimated 99 MtCO2-e of additional abatement 
needed to meet the NDC over and above achievement of our first two domestic 
emissions budgets.  

NOTE: This is the text from ‘Draft 2’ copy-pasted from PDF to Word for ease 
of commenting on redactions – formatting will be off. 
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