
 

 

New Zealand Taxpayers' Union 

 

Dear  

PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143 

Website: www.mfe.govt.nz 

Freephone: 0800 499 700 

20-D-00055

Thank you for your email of 15 January 2020 requesting the following under the Official Information Act 1982 

(the Act): 

Please provide a list of currently vacant job positions, and for each one, how long the position has 

been vacant (or for new positions, how long since the position was first advertised). 

Please also provide the total number of job positions each year, over the last ten years. 

Total headcount each year as at 30 June, over the last ten years. 

Please note: The Ministry does not hold the data on number of job positions. Headcount includes permanent and fixed 

term staff and those on secondment to other organisations. 

Year 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 

Headcount 305 302 315 267 277 307 311 339 

Source: 2019 HRC Department Report prepared by the State Services Commission 

Headcount as at 31 December 2019: 444. 

Source: Ministry for the Environment internal reporting 

List of currently vacant job positions 

2017 2018 2019 

361 372 386 

Please refer to the attached table (Appendix 1) and the comments below. Appendix 1 shows vacancies for 

new positions and replacement positions as at 15 January 2020. Note, like most organisations, we did very 

limited advertising over the Christmas period (16 December 2019 - 6 January 2020). 

Overall, the Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) takes the following approach to determining our 

staffing requirements through: 

• An annual business planning process which, alongside workforce planning, determines the skills,

capability and staffing numbers required to meet the work programme for the next year. This also

forecasts for up to a three year window.
• A 90 day planning cycle.
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