
VOTE ENVIRONMENT

Environment Departmental (excl Climate): 2025/26 budget of $157.9m; an increase of 

$13.9m from 2024/25 forecast of $144.0m. The most significant changes were baseline decreases in 

24/25:
• $30.9m drop in baseline funding following B24 savings.
• $38.9m uplift in B25 for the surge in RM Reform Phase 3 (mixture of new funding and 

reprioritisation).
• $6.0m B25 uplift in departmental waste-levy funded administration and waste/HSNO policy.

Environment Non-Departmental (excl Climate): 2025/26 budget of $369.4m; an increase of $12.8m 
from 2024/25 forecast of $356.7m. This is primarily due to:​
• an increase of $7m in tyre stewardship fee distribution as the product stewardship scheme only 

became operational (collecting tyres) from 1 September 2024.
• an increase of $36m in waste disposal levy disbursement to Territorial Local Authorities and the 

Waste Minimisation Fund, both due to an increase in forecast waste levy revenue collection​.
• a $43m increase in the Environmental Investment Fund ($20m for the Contaminated Sites & 

Vulnerable Landfills Fund, $10m for Crown site liability reduction, $13m revenue buffer).
• a decrease of $15m in Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes Programme as it nears completion.
• a decrease of $42m in Freshwater Funds as the Jobs for Nature programme nears completion.
• a decrease of $15m for the reducing emissions from waste category (now funded via the WMF).
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Overview of Waste Disposal Levy allocations for 2025/26
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