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Maggie Vickers

From: FastTrack Referral <Referral@fasttrack.govt.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, 9 April 2025 4:21 pm
To: Mark Henery
Subject: Fast-track referral application - submitted CRM:0342008

Kia ora Mark,  
  
Thank you for submitting your referral application in the Fast‐track applications portal, we thought we would let you 
know the process and timings from here. The status of your application at present is submitted. 
  
You will receive an invoice within the next 48 hours, and the referrals team will be advised when your payment has 
been received. At that point, the status of your application will become lodged, and our team will commence 
assessing your application for compliance as per section 14 (1) of the Fast‐track Approvals Act 2024 (FTAA). We have 
a 10‐day statutory timeframe for this work. You may be contacted by us during that time if there are some quick 
questions regarding your application, however this will be unlikely in most cases. 
  
If your application is deemed non‐compliant, you will receive a letter from us advising you of the reasons why, on or 
before day 10 post‐lodgement. 
  
If your application is deemed compliant, we will progress your application to the next stage. This involves the 
Minister for Infrastructure making a decision to invite comments from various parties, as described in Section 17 of 
the FTAA. We will update you again at that point. 
  
  
Ngā mihi 
  
FTAA Referral Team 
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Maggie Vickers

From: Mehwish Imam 
Sent: Friday, 11 April 2025 9:48 am
To: Peter Mason
Subject: Taheke 8C Limited - FTAA-2504-1045 Application fee and levy invoice CRM:0355041
Attachments: Taheke 8C Limited - FTAA-2504-1045 Levy invoice.pdf; Taheke 8C Limited - FTAA-2504-1045 

Application fee invoice.pdf

Kia ora, 
  
I hope this message finds you well.  
  
I have attached the levy and the application fee invoice for your referral application. Please review the 
documents at your convenience. 
  
If you have any questions or need further assistance, feel free to reach out. 
  
Ngā mihi, 
Mehwish Imam 

  
Fast‐track is administered by the Environmental Protection Authority. The EPA’s New Zealand Business Number is 
9429041901977.  
This email message and any attachment(s) are intended for the addressee(s) only. If you receive this message in 
error, please notify the sender and delete the message and any attachments.  
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Environmental Protection Authority
Private Bag 63002
Wellington 6140
New Zealand
Ph: +64 800 FASTRK (327 875)
GST No.: 107-239-057
NZBN: 9429041901977
fasttrack.govt.nz
info@fasttrack.govt.nz
 

 
 

Payment Details Remit to

Customer Name: Taheke 8C Limited Swift Code: WPACNZ2W
Customer No.: 700071 Account: 03-0584-0197707-002
Invoice No.: 5726 Westpac, 318 Lambton Quay, 

Wellington 6140, New Zealand

Please email remittance advice to finance@epa.govt.nz
 Please quote your Customer No. and Invoice No. when making payment
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TAX INVOICE

Taheke 8C Limited Invoice No.: 5726
Invoice Date: 10/04/2025
Terms: IMMEDIATE
Application No.: FTAA-2504-1045
Application Name: Taheke 8C Hydroelectric 

Scheme
Customer No.: 700071
Customer NZBN: 9429051468385
Customer PO No.:

Description Application Name             Amount

Fast-track Levy - Referral Taheke 8C Hydroelectric Scheme 6,700.00

Subtotal 6,700.00

GST 1,005.00

Total Amount Due (NZD) 7,705.00
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Environmental Protection Authority
Private Bag 63002
Wellington 6140
New Zealand
Ph: +64 800 FASTRK (327 875)
GST No.: 107-239-057
NZBN: 9429041901977
fasttrack.govt.nz
info@fasttrack.govt.nz

Payment Details Remit To
Customer Name: Taheke 8C Limited Swift Code: WPACNZ2W
Customer No.: 700071 Account: 03-0584-0197707-002
Invoice No.: 2289 Westpac, 318 Lambton Quay, 

Wellington 6140, New Zealand

Please email remittance advice to finance@epa.govt.nz
Please quote your Customer No. and Invoice No. when making payment

Page 1 of 1

TAX INVOICE

Taheke 8C Limited

Parnell

Auckland
  1052

Invoice No.: 2289
Invoice Date: 10/04/2025
Terms: IMMEDIATE
Application No.: FTAA-2504-1045
Application Name: Taheke 8C Hydroelectric 

Scheme
Customer No.: 700071
Customer NZBN: 9429051468385

Description Application Name Amount

Application Fee - Deposit - Referral Taheke 8C Hydroelectric Scheme $12,000.00

Subtotal $12,000.00
GST $1,800.00

Total Amount Due (NZD) $13,800.00
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Stephen 

 

 

 
Stephen Daysh 
Partner 
 

 | PO Box 149, Napier 4140 
www.mitchelldaysh.co.nz  

           The information contained in this email message received from Mitchell Daysh Limited (and accompanying attachments) 
           may be confidential. The information is intended solely for the recipient named in this email.  
           If the reader is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, disclosure, forwarding or printing of this email 
or  
           accompanying attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us  
           immediately by return email. 
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  
 

 

Again, thank you for this opportunity and look forward to speaking soon.  
 

Ngā mihi, 
Stephen 
 
 

 

 
Stephen Daysh 
Partner 
 

| PO Box 149, Napier 4140 
www.mitchelldaysh.co.nz  

           The information contained in this email message received from Mitchell Daysh Limited (and accompanying attachments) 
           may be confidential. The information is intended solely for the recipient named in this email.  
           If the reader is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, disclosure, forwarding or printing of this email 
or  
           accompanying attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us  
           immediately by return email. 

From: Stephanie Frame    
Sent: 28,04,2025 3:42 pm 
To: Stephen Daysh   
Cc: Sara Clarke  ; Loretta Lovell < nz>; Ilana Miller 

 Max Gander‐Cooper  ; Ashiley Sycamore 
 

Subject: [COMMERCIAL]RE: Follow‐up Discussion regarding Taheke 8C Draft Referral Application 
 

 
Hi Stephen 
 
Thanks for your email. This is Ɵmely as we were just in the process of finalising our compliance check and 
were keen to discuss our findings with you. 
At this stage, we are likely to find the applicaƟon as assessed incomplete, and we intend at this stage to 
return it on this basis.  I aƩach a copy of our draŌ assessment for your informaƟon. 

 

Please advise what Ɵmes you are available, and we will work around you. 
 
Regards 
Stephanie 
 
Stephanie Frame (she/her) 

Manager|Kaiwhakahaere 

Delivery 

  
Ministry staff work flexibly by default. For me, this means I work either from home or in the  
Wellington Office between 8.30am – 5.30pm 

 

From: Stephen Daysh    
Sent: Monday, 28 April 2025 12:02 pm 
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fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK 

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by  

The Ministry for the Environment | PO Box 10362 | Wellington 6143, New Zealand | NZBN: 9429041908853 

1 May 2025 

C/- Agent for the applicant  

Mitchell Daysh Ltd 

Stephen Daysh -    

 

 

Dear Stephen  

Decision on compliance of the referral application for the Taheke 8C Hydroelectric Scheme 

project under section 14(2) of the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024  

On 14 April 2025, you lodged an application for fast-track referral for the Taheke 8C Hydroelectric 

Scheme project with the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) under the Fast-track Approvals Act 2024 

(the Act). 

MfE is responsible for determining whether referral applications are compliant with section 14(2) of the 

Act. For an application to be compliant with section 14(2), the following criteria must be met:  

• the application must comply with the requirements for referral applications in section 13 of the Act;  

• MfE must consider that the project may be capable of satisfying the criteria in section 22 of the Act, 

and does not appear to involve an ineligible activity; and 

• all fees and charges payable under regulations in respect of the application must have been paid.  

MfE has determined that your application does not comply with the requirements in section 14(2) of 

the Act for the reasons outlined below.  

1. The application appears to involve an ineligible activity, or has not provided sufficient information 

to demonstrate the project excludes an ineligible activity being:  

a. Section 5(1)(a) –  
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fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK 

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by  
The Ministry for the Environment | PO Box 10362 | Wellington 6143, New Zealand | NZBN: 9429041908853 

b. Section 5(1)(k) –  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The application does not include the following information to demonstrate compliance with 

section 13 of the Act:  

a. Section 13(4)(c) – requirement to demonstrate that the project does not involve any ineligible 

activities (other than activities that may be the subject of a determination under section 23 or 

24). The application appears to involve the ineligible activities described under section 5(1)(a) 

and section 5(1)(k) as detailed above. To resolve this issue, any future application should include 

the information detailed above or otherwise provide sufficient information to demonstrate that 

the project does not involve any ineligible activities. 

b. Section 13(4)(o) –  

 

 

 

 

c. Section 13(4)(s) – requirement to describe the applicant’s legal interest in the land on which the 

project will occur, including a statement of how that affects the applicant’s ability to undertake 

the work.  
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fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK 

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by  
The Ministry for the Environment | PO Box 10362 | Wellington 6143, New Zealand | NZBN: 9429041908853 

 

 

 

d. Section 13(4)(s) – requirement to describe the applicant’s legal interest in the land on which the 

project will occur, including a statement of how that affects the applicant’s ability to undertake 

the work. The application as lodged included historic Records of Title, rather than current 

Records of Title. To resolve this issue, any future application should include all current Records of 

Title within the project area and identify any matters from those Records of Title that may affect 

the applicant’s ability to undertake the works. 

e. Section 13(4)(t) – requirement to provide an outline of the types of consents, certificates, 

designations, concessions, and other legal authorisations (other than contractual 

authorisations or the proposed approvals) that the applicant considers are needed to authorise 

the project, including any that the applicant considers may be needed by someone other than 

the applicant. The applicant acknowledges the need for additional consents, certificates, 

designations, concessions, and legal authorisations for the project. However, an outline in line 

with s13(4)(t) has not been provided, and detail on whether there are other necessary 

approvals is insufficient. To resolve this issue, any future application should include an outline of 

the following approvals (if required) in accordance with s13(4)(t):  

−  

  

− connection approval or other approvals from Transpower or the local lines company  

− separate approval for regulation 44 under the Freshwater Fisheries Regulations 1983  

− any other necessary consents, certificates, designations, concessions, and legal 

authorisations to authorise the project.  

In accordance with section 14(5) of the Act, the referral application is deemed non-compliant, and the 

application must be returned to the applicant. 

If you would like to discuss the reasons the application has been returned, please contact the fast-track 

referrals team at the following email address: referral@fasttrack.govt.nz. If you choose to lodge a new 

application for this project, it will be treated as a new application in accordance with section 14(6)(a) of 

the Act. 

Cost recovery 

Under Regulation 5 of the Fast-track Approvals (Cost Recovery) Regulations 2025 you are liable for 

actual and reasonable costs incurred in processing your application. If the actual and reasonable costs 

are less than the application fee paid, then the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) may issue you 

with a refund. Alternatively, if the actual and reasonable costs exceed the application fee, then the EPA 

may seek further fees from you. The EPA will provide you with information to advise you on this and 

can be contacted through the email address or phone number below. 

9(2)(b)(ii)
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fasttrack.govt.nz | contact@fasttrack.govt.nz | 0800 FASTRK 

Fast-track referrals are administered on behalf of the Minister for Infrastructure by  
The Ministry for the Environment | PO Box 10362 | Wellington 6143, New Zealand | NZBN: 9429041908853 

Under Regulation 7, the EPA has discretion in whole or in part, for waiver or a refund of the levy. Further 

guidance is provided on the Fast-track website under ‘Fees, charges and cost recovery’. This discretion 

includes, amongst other things, if you intend to submit a new application for substantially the same 

project as a previous application. I recommend you contact the EPA to discuss any potential waiver 

prior to submitting a new application.   

If you have any queries about this letter or need assistance, please email contact@fasttrack.govt.nz or 

phone 0800 FASTRK (0800 327 875). 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Ilana Miller 

General Manager, Delivery and Operations 
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Stephen Daysh 
Partner 
 

| PO Box 149, Napier 4140 
www.mitchelldaysh.co.nz 

           The information contained in this email message received from Mitchell Daysh Limited (and accompanying attachments) 
           may be confidential. The information is intended solely for the recipient named in this email.  
           If the reader is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, disclosure, forwarding or printing of this email 
or  
           accompanying attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, please notify us  
           immediately by return email. 
From: Referral <Referral@fasttrack.govt.nz>  
Sent: 01,05,2025 4:43 pm 
To: Stephen Daysh   
Subject: Taheke 8C Limited ‐ FTAA‐2504‐1045 ‐ Taheke 8C Hydroelectric Scheme ‐ Decision on compliance under 
s14(2) CRM:0334372 
  
Kia ora Stephen, 
  
Attached please find a letter regarding Taheke 8C Limited. 
  
  
Ngā mihi, 
Fast-track Referrals Team 

9(2)(a)
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error, please notify us 
           immediately by return email.

From: Stephen Daysh 
Sent: 31,01,2025 3:46 pm
To: Alison McLaughlin 
Cc: Sara Clarke ; Macaela Flanagan

 Loretta Lovell ; Tom Hosford

Subject: Taheke 8C Limited - 
 

Ngā mihi,
Stephen
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Loretta
 
 
Loretta Lovell
Director
 

 
 

The legal information contained in this document and any following pages and attachments is
confidential and may also be legally privileged intended only for the addressee.
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I am following up on this project that we briefly discussed at our meeting on 2 December
2024 in Wellington.
 
Our project team has been working hard, and we are focused on lodging a Referral
Application with you on 7 February 2025.
 
We have several questions we would like to discuss with you as follows:
 

1. Referral Application Form and Format
2. 

3. 

4. The level of documentation required (noting that we are currently focusing on
completing a full suite of application documents including AEE and Technical
effects assessments

5. The respective roles of MfE and EPA in the Referral Application process and how
we best keep in touch.

 
Could you please consider this and how best to set up a preliminary meeting – either
TEAMs or in person, if you thought that would be more useful and effective.
 
Ngā mihi,
Stephen
 

9(2)(j) 





Subject: Taheke 8C Hydroelectric Scheme - Letter and draft Referral Application Document
 
Kia ora Korua,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Referral Application Letter for your consideration.
 
We thought it best, given our previous discussions regarding this project to send it
through as a Word Document and as a draft, rather than filing via the portal.
 
I am working in Fiji this week on a geothermal project and back in New Zealand next
week.  An in-person meeting in Wellington to discuss this and get your feedback on
Wednesday 19th or Friday 21st would be very helpful for us, if that can be arranged?
 
In the meantime, we are available to answer questions or take a TEAMs meeting for
any immediate clarification.
 
Ngā mihi,
Stephen
 







Here for any questions and if you could let me know if you are happy for me to
suggest to Sara that you may wish to send team members along? 
 
 
Loretta Lovell
Director
 

 
 

The legal information contained in this document and any following pages and attachments is
confidential and may also be legally privileged intended only for the addressee.

 

From: Stephen Daysh 
Sent: Monday, March 10, 2025 1:11 PM
To: Stephanie Frame < ; Sara Clarke <
Cc: Loretta Lovell < ; Mark Henry

>
Subject: Taheke 8C Hydroelectric Scheme - Letter and draft Referral Application Document
 
Kia ora Korua,
 
Please find attached a letter and draft Referral Application Letter for your consideration.
 
We thought it best, given our previous discussions regarding this project to send it
through as a Word Document and as a draft, rather than filing via the portal.
 
I am working in Fiji this week on a geothermal project and back in New Zealand next
week.  An in-person meeting in Wellington to discuss this and get your feedback on
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My thanks and if you have any questions please let us know. 
 
Naku noa,
Stephen
 
 



From: Macaela Flanagan
To: Max Gander-Cooper
Subject: RE: Taheke 8c Referral and  Applications
Date: Monday, 17 February 2025 1:33:16 pm

Thanks heaps!
 
From: Max Gander-Cooper  
Sent: Monday, 17 February 2025 1:33 pm
To: Macaela Flanagan < >; Alexi Grimstrup
< >; Stephanie Frame < >; Alison
McLaughlin < >
Subject: RE: Taheke 8c Referral and Applications
 
Steph is off, I’ll respond.
 
From: Macaela Flanagan  
Sent: Monday, 17 February 2025 1:32 pm
To: Alexi Grimstrup < >; Stephanie Frame
< >; Max Gander-Cooper < >;
Alison McLaughlin < >
Subject: RE: Taheke 8c Referral and  Applications
 
Thanks, Alexi.
 
@Stephanie Frame and @Max Gander-Cooper can you please respond to
Stephen and Loretta this afternoon?
 
From: Alexi Grimstrup < z> 
Sent: Monday, 17 February 2025 12:21 pm
To: Stephanie Frame < >; Max Gander-Cooper <

>; Alison McLaughlin < >
Cc: Macaela Flanagan 
Subject: FW: Taheke 8c Referral and Applications
 
Can someone please ensure a response to the below email from Stephen (and
Loretta’s follow up) is sent asap.
 
Sara is off for the week so if anything needs reviewing, Macaela can sign-off on it 
 
From: Clare Maihi < > 
Sent: Sunday, 16 February 2025 7:32 pm
To: Sara Clarke < >
Subject: Fw: Taheke 8c Referral Applications
 
Hi Sara
 
Are you in a position to provide Loretta with an update?
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My thanks and if you have any questions please let us know. 
 
Naku noa,
Stephen
 
 

9(2)(g)(i)







           The information contained in this email message received from Mitchell Daysh Limited (and
accompanying attachments)
           may be confidential. The information is intended solely for the recipient named in this email. 
           If the reader is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, disclosure, forwarding
or printing of this email or 
           accompanying attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in
error, please notify us 
           immediately by return email.











           may be confidential. The information is intended solely for the recipient named in this email. 
           If the reader is not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use, disclosure, forwarding
or printing of this email or 
           accompanying attachments is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in
error, please notify us 
           immediately by return email.

-----Original Appointment-----
From: Max Gander-Cooper  
Sent: 17,03,2025 3:41 pm
To: Max Gander-Cooper; Stephanie Frame; Stephen Daysh; Loretta Lovell
Cc: Mark Henry; Alison McLaughlin
Subject: Taheke discussion
When: 19,03,2025 10:30 am-11:00 am (UTC+12:00) Auckland, Wellington.
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams Need help?

Join the meeting now
Meeting ID: 467 319 115 051
Passcode: v9yk62cB

Dial in by phone
+64 4 889 8018,,607624830# New Zealand, Wellington
Find a local number
Phone conference ID: 607 624 830#

For organizers: Meeting options | Reset dial-in PIN

Ministry for the Environment
________________________________________________________________________________
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