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Question Two 
The Ministry is not aware of any transcript, written summary or other material relating to the 
verbal update from the meeting (October 2021) you refer to. As such, I am refusing this part 
of your request under section 18(e) of the Act, as the document alleged to contain the 
information requested does not exist, or despite reasonable efforts, cannot be found.  
Question Three 
The Ministry is not aware of any ‘formal answer’ from the Minister, or any update that the 
Ministry provided to the Rotorua Te Arawa Lakes Strategy Group. As such, I am also 
refusing this part of your request under section 18(e) of the Act. 
I understand you have also made similar requests for information to the Bay of Plenty 
District Council and the Rotorua Lakes Council. If you have not done so already, you may 
wish to contact them for further information regarding the Strategy Group. 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of 
my decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) 
of the Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 
after the response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to 
contact our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Wes Patrick 
Manager – Environmental Investments 
Ministry for the Environment | Manatū Mō Te Taiao 
 




