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2.11 Discussions and / or advice on expected timeframes for forests on Māori land to 
remain under the ETS and/or ability to meet liabilities to exit the ETS.  

2.12 Discussions and / or advice on the financial costs of adaptation to climate change for 
Māori individuals and/or communities (including marae), iwi, hapu, businesses.  

2.13 Discussions and / or advice on the establishment, funding, ongoing work of the Māori 
Climate Platform;  

2.14 Advice / communications regarding the connection between climate change and East 
coast flooding from 5 February 2023 – the date of this request;  

2.15 All Treaty of Waitangi impact analyses for policies related to climate change, 
including initial requests for the analysis and the dates the analysis was undertaken;  

2.16 Analysis and advice relating to National Environmental Standards for Plantation 
Forestry as it affects Māori landholdings;  

On 17 January 2025, you agreed to refine the scope of your request to capture only formal 
advice prepared for Ministers (including draft advice) and Cabinet papers.  
Note that the Ministry does not hold information in scope, or is not responsible for 
information relating to, certain parts of your request. As you have already made the same 
request to relevant agencies, we do not consider there is a need to transfer these parts of 
your request.  
For clarity, the Ministry is providing information relevant to parts 2.1-2.7, 2.12, 2.13 and 2.15 
of your request.  
The Ministry for the Environment has identified 16 documents in scope of your request, as 
listed in the attached table. 
Seven documents have been refused under section 18(d) of the Act, as they are or will soon 
be made publicly available. The document BRF-4944 The use of high-end climate scenarios 
in New Zealand’s regulatory framework can be found in full on our website, at: Request for 
briefings covering climate and environment policy work | Ministry for the Environment 
Six documents are scheduled to be published as part of a wider proactive release process, 
within four weeks of the date of this response. This material will be made available on our 
website. Please note that some information within these documents may be withheld in 
accordance with the Act.  
Three documents are being released to you in full. 
Five documents are being released to you in part, with some information withheld under 
section 9(2)(a) of the Act to protect the privacy of natural persons, and 9(2)(h) of the Act to 
maintain professional privilege. 
Please note that the Ministry needs more time to finalise these documents for release. We 
will therefore provide copies of these documents to you as soon as possible, and no later 
than 21 March 2025.  
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In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding 
of this information is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to make 
the information available in the public interest. 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of 
my decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) 
of the Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: 
www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment 
publishes responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly 
after the response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to 
contact our Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Stephen Goodman 
Manager – Climate Systems 
Ministry for the Environment | Manatū Mō Te Taiao 
  








