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All material proactively released by the Ministry is carefully considered under the provisions of the 
Act. In some cases, information may be withheld under section 9 of the Act, but only where 
necessary and where the public interest in disclosure does not outweigh the need to withhold, as 
outlined in section 9(1). 
 
Request for correspondence 
 
We have interpreted your request for correspondence [and] communications relating to the 
application for the Taranaki VTM Project (the project) and the consideration and assessment of 
the application for that project by officials as being for correspondence directly and substantively 
related to that project. This excludes administrative emails, such as routine sign-out messages or 
emails discussing multiple applications where the project is mentioned only briefly and without 
meaningful detail. 
 
We have identified 11 emails in scope of your request, as outlined in the below document table. I 
am releasing one document to you in full, and six documents to you in part, with some 
information withheld in accordance with the following sections of the Act: 
 

9(2)(a)  to protect the privacy of natural persons. 
 
9(2)(ba)(i) to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence, 

where the making available of the information would be likely to prejudice 
the supply of similar information, or information from the same source, 
and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be 
supplied. 

 
9(2)(h)  to maintain legal professional privilege. 

 
The remaining four documents are being withheld in full, in accordance with the sections of the 
Act detailed in the below document table. 
 
In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding of 
this information is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to make the 
information available in the public interest. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decisions relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant 
details can be found at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   
 
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment publishes 
responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly after the 
response has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our 
Ministerial Services team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
Nāku noa, nā 
 

 
Ray Salter 
Acting Manager – Fast Track Projects 
Ministry for the Environment | Manatū Mō Te Taiao  






