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Key Updates 
CSRF Remediation Update - Bluecliffs Landfill Project  
In February 2024, you awarded $1,350,245 of CSRF funding to Environment Southland to support landowner 
Southland District Council to remediate the Bluecliffs Beach Landfill site in Te Waewae Bay on the Southland 
coast, west of the Waiau River mouth. The remediation project is now near completion and Environment 
Southland has provided an update as to the success of the project to date.  

 
The Bluecliffs Landfill was historically used as a dump site for unauthorised and uncontrolled disposal of waste 
material from 1970 to 1990, with some continued fly-tipping and green waste dumping until 
recently. Significant coastal erosion was impacting the foreshore adjacent the site and increasing the risk of 
the landfill contents being discharged onto the beach and into the environment. The issues were compounded 
by the alleged presence of explosives.  
 
The project aimed at developing and implementing the necessary remedial strategy and site safety provisions 
to reduce the risks to human health and the environment. Environment Southland and Southland District 
Council have achieved this through successfully collaborating to coordinate and complete the project. The 
risks were managed extremely well, noting that no explosives were found, and the works have been completed 
to the high standard required of contaminated land management. The risk to the public and the environment 
has been significantly reduced and the site now meets the acceptable recreational land use threshold.  
 
An expense claim for $1,156,000 for the work done to date is currently being processed. The final activity is 
the site reinstatement scheduled to be completed at the end of this month, marking the end of the project. 
 
Photos provided by the recipient showing the site during and on completion of remedial works: 
 

 

 
Business Group: Climate Change Mitigation and Resource Efficiency 
Owner: Conrad Lendrum, 027 291 2796 
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Withdrawal of Glenthorne Station amendment application to the 
Rakaia WCO 
The Glenthorne Station Amendment to the National Water Conservation (Rakaia River) Order 1988 (Rakaia 
WCO) was intended by the applicant to be considered as a minor amendment under the Environment 
Canterbury (Temporary Commissioners and Improved Water Management) Act 2010. At the time, a 
determination was made by, then, Minister Brownlee that it was not a minor amendment, and it was sent to 
Environment Canterbury with the directive to schedule a hearing. The amendment application was put on 
hold by request of the applicant, , in August 2018. 
 
Environment Canterbury had no further correspondence from the applicant about scheduling a hearing for 
the amendment to the Rakaia WCO but have advised that the amendment application has been formally 
withdrawn as of 2 September 2024. 
 
Business Group: Partnerships, Investment and Enablement 
Owner: Sara Clarke, 021 708 305 
 

 
 

Draft plan changes to the Canterbury Land and Water Regional 
Plan – RMA Schedule 1 Clause 3 consultation 
You have recently received Canterbury Regional Council’s (ECan) draft plan change 8 to the Canterbury Land 
and Water Regional Plan for consultation, in accordance with Schedule 1 Clause 3 of the RMA. Any feedback 
is due to ECan by 5pm 20 September 2024. 
 
The purpose of the plan change is to provide greater clarity for consent holders / applicants to take and use 
water, or to request a change in use. There are three parts to the plan change, which focus on improving the 
management of: 
 

1. water abstraction, by (a) enabling interception of groundwater for infrastructure projects, and (b) 
allowing changes in use of consented water 

2. wetland construction, by (a) introducing a permitted activity pathway for wetland construction, and 
(b) removing some of the current consenting barriers to constructing new wetlands 

3. nutrient loss, by (a) limiting new conversions to dairy, and (b) enabling more targeted management of 
intensive winter grazing. 

 
Changes 1 and 2 above will enable better pathways for wetland construction and groundwater related 
infrastructure. Change 3 uses provisions that are similar to the intensification and winter grazing provisions in 
the current National Environmental Standards-Freshwater (NES-F) which expire at the beginning of 2025.    
 
We are currently reviewing the draft plan change. We plan to undertake a more thorough review once the 
plan change is publicly notified in October/November 2024. A briefing with advice on notable issues and 
recommendations for a submission (or not) can be provided at the public notification stage.  
 
Please let us know if you would like advice further to above before the 20 September consultation deadline.  
 
Business Group: Partnerships, Investment and Enablement 
Owner: Sara Clarke, 021 708 305 
 

 
 

Otorohanga District Plan Review – a novel approach 

s 9(2)(a)
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Otorohanga District Council (ODC) is considering a novel approach to the ten-year review of the Otorohanga 
District Plan.  The approach adopts the neighbouring Proposed Waitomo District Plan to create a combined 
plan for both districts, with the potential for process efficiencies and cost savings. ODC is planning a public 
workshop on this later this year, and have statutory considerations and processes to follow. We understand 
initial discussions with Waitomo District Council have been positive. We will keep you and Minister Bishop 
informed of progress noting that Phase 3 of RMA Reform is considering plan making processes.  
 
ODC is also considering applying to you to use a Streamlined Planning Process to expedite this plan making 
process. We will provide advice on this if an application is received. In the meantime, we suggest you do not 
comment on the potential use of Streamlined Planning Process to safeguard your statutory decision-making 
responsibilities. Until we receive an application from ODC, we will not be undertaking any work on this. 
 
Business Group: Environmental Management and Adaptation 
Owner: David Falconer, 027 243 3047 
 

 
 

The National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry (Wai 
2358) 
In August 2024, the Ministry for the Environment, Department of Conservation, and Ministry of Business, 
Innovation and Employment filed evidence on behalf of the Crown in Stage 3 (geothermal) of the Waitangi 
Tribunal’s Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry (Wai 2358). GNS Science filed expert evidence for 
the Crown. Our evidence covered the overall interaction between the Ministry and geothermal resources, and 
local authorities’ management of geothermal resources. Crown evidence is likely to be heard in the second 
half of 2025. The first hearing week in Stage 3 of Wai 2358 took place between 9 and 11 September 2024, 
for New Zealand Māori Council evidence. 
 
Business Group: Environmental Management and Adaptation 
Owner: Clare Maihi, 021 417 676 
 

Gene Technology Bill consultation 
On 5 September, Minister Collins received a briefing from the Ministry of Business, Innovation & Employment 
(MBIE) regarding additional proposed policy decisions for the Gene Technology Bill that are required  prior to 
drafting of the Bill by the Parliamentary Counsel Office. These include changes to the Hazardous Substances 
and New Organisms Act 1996 regarding proposed transitional provisions for approvals and applications. 
 
MBIE has recommended to Minister Collins that she consult with you on these decisions, and it is expected 
she will do so in due course. We have reviewed these proposals and have no concerns. We can provide you 
with further information on request.   
 

 
 

 
 
Would you like more information on these proposals?                Yes / No  
 
 
Business Group: Climate Change Mitigation and Resource Efficiency 

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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Owner: Glenn Wigley, 027 491 7806 
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This information is also included in the RMA Reform Weekly Update in recognition of the correlation between the Environment and RMA 
Reform portfolios. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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Ministerial Correspondence Update  
 

As at 10am, 11 September 2024 

Minister Simmonds 

We are preparing responses to 24 pieces of correspondence on a wide range of topics including concerns 
about various councils’ land and water plans, recommendations for product stewardship schemes, seeking 
agreement to confirm a waste chapter and related policies for the second emissions reduction plan, and 
requests for support for various environmental and resource efficiency concerns and initiatives. 

Minister Hoggard 

We are preparing responses to 5 pieces of correspondence regarding opposition to the Otago Regional 
Council’s Land and Water Regional Plan, concerns about the Significant Natural Areas (SNAs) review, seeking 
information about suspending the requirements for councils to identify SNAs, and the timeframes for any 
changes to the stock exclusion low slope land map as part of Resource Management Act 1991 reforms. 

Written Parliamentary Questions Update  

 

As at 10am, 11 September 2024 

Minister Simmonds 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about the Treasury’s independent rapid review, 
the baseline saving exercise, contractor numbers in 2023 and 2024, and advice received, and papers taken to 
Cabinet and Cabinet committees in September.  

Minister Hoggard 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about the Treasury’s independent rapid review, 
the baseline saving exercise, and advice received, and papers taken to Cabinet and Cabinet committees in 
September.  






