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Key Updates 
Produce label regulation update to stakeholders 
You recently directed us to extend the transitional period for regulations requiring home compostable produce 
labels on all produce sold in New Zealand to 1 July 2028, from the original enforcement date of 1 July 2025 
[BRF-5097 refers].  
 
Stakeholders are currently preparing for the 1 July 2025 requirements and following recent engagement with 
us, many would like certainty around whether these requirements will still proceed. We seek your agreement 
to provide the following update to affected stakeholders:   
 
The Minister for the Environment has indicated she will be taking a proposal to Cabinet to amend the Waste 
Minimisation (Plastic and Related Products) Regulations 2022 as they relate to requirements for produce labels sold 
in New Zealand. The Minister will propose that the in-force date for domestic and imported produce sold in New 
Zealand to be certified home compostable (including the adhesive) is extended from 1 July 2025 to 1 July 2028.  
It is important to note that the Minister does not intend to amend the regulations that came into force on 1 July 
2023 which required labels on produce grown domestically to be certified as home compostable, except for the 
adhesive.  
 
We will share another update in due course, but in the meantime, we are happy to answer any questions or concerns 
regarding this proposed change.  
 
Agree that we can share the above updated with affected stakeholders.  

Agree / Disagree 
 
Business Group: Climate Change Mitigation and Resource Efficiency  
Owner: Shaun Lewis, 021 101 2446 
 
 

Severe Weather Recovery 
Regulations Review Committee Report 
 
Update: On 13 August, the Regulations Review Committee (RRC) lodged a report with the House on 
retrospective changes of limitation periods and limiting appeal rights in Orders in Council (OICs) passed under 
the Severe Weather Emergency Recovery Legislation Act 2023 (SWERLA). The RRC continues to express 
concern about removing RMA appeal rights in OICs and has recommended that future OICs not take this 
approach. The Government has 60 working days to respond to the report. 
 
Of the two proposed OICs described below, we consider the RRC report has no implications for the proposed 
Hawke’s Bay Rural Recovery Works OIC as this creates a permitted activity regime. Regarding the proposed 
Auckland Council Flood Resilience Works OIC, which follows the approach of removing RMA appeals, we 
continue to consider this is appropriate and should progress to review body scrutiny in September. Cabinet 
has already agreed to the proposal for the purposes of public engagement and drafting, and the proposal 
received strong public support with no feedback requesting the inclusion of RMA appeal rights.   
 
Next key steps: We will provide you with further advice in a separate briefing on 29 August. At the next officials’ 
meeting with you on 9 September, we will also provide more details about our recommended approach to 
responding to the RRC Report.  
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Potential new Order in Council: Auckland Council Flood Resilience Works  
 
Progress update: This Order aims to address the flooding issues in the urban Harania and Te Ararata 
catchments, located in Māngere (South Auckland), which were among the worst affected areas in Auckland.  
 
Public engagement has now closed. We heard strong support for the proposed Order, including from local 
residents and Kāinga Ora. We are continuing to work on drafting with the Parliamentary Counsel Office 
including sharing of updated iterative drafts with Auckland Council.  
 
Next key step: On 4 September, we will provide you with a briefing with our recommendations and advice in 
response to the feedback we received and will seek your agreement to provide the draft Order to the Severe 
Weather Events Recovery Review Panel and the Regulations Review Committee on 6 September. 
 
Potential new Order in Council: Hawke’s Bay Rural Recovery Works  
 
Progress update: This Order aims to provide regulatory relief to rural landowners/occupiers in the Hawke’s Bay 
region. Most landowners still have significant recovery-related works to do on their land and the proposed 
Order will enable these works to occur as a permitted activity under the RMA, subject to environmental 
standards.  
 
Last week we provided you with a draft Cabinet paper and a briefing [BRF-5135 refers] containing our advice 
on how to respond to recommendations from the Severe Weather Events Recovery Review Panel. 
Departmental and Ministerial consultation is under way until 30 August. 
 
Next key step: On 4 September the finalised Cabinet paper with the finalised draft Order will be lodged in 
CabNet for consideration by the Cabinet Legislation Committee on 12 September.  
 
Business Group: Environmental Management and Adaptation 
Owner: Katherine Wilson, 021 146 3122 
 
 

New OLW report: shifting trends to pine forestry 
The Our Land and Water National Science Challenge (OLW) recently published a white paper 'Why Pines? A 
Context for Recent Research Results Supporting Land Conversion into Pine Forestry,' summarising four research 
programmes on land-use changes. The report concluded that, based on current policy settings and incentives, 
exotic pine forestry is likely to replace sheep and beef land. Other studies, such as a recent report from the 
Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, further confirm this trend. 
 
The shift raises concerns about rural and Māori communities’ intergenerational equity, wellbeing, food 
security, and the environmental impacts of forestry. The lead researcher emphasised that these are 
projections, not predictions, based on current trends and policy settings. Factors influencing these outcomes 
include physical and economic realities, knowledge limitation and model constraints, and current policy 
settings and incentives. 
 
The paper highlights the need for broader discussions on land-use and mitigations that align with community 
values and policy effectiveness. This requires more collaborative and grounded information to guide land-use 
decisions, including continued evaluation of risks and values of each land-use types. Alternative land-uses like 
native forests are discussed as potentially more beneficial but currently less valued options. It also suggests 
further investigation of more diversified and resilient land-use strategies to balance economic, environmental, 
and social outcomes. 
 
The full report can be found here: https://ourlandandwater.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/WhyPines-
ContextforResearch_OLW_August2024.pdf.  
 
Business Group: Natural Environment Policy 
Owner: Hayden Johnston, 022 153 0221 
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Coastal Wetland Blue Carbon Policy Research in Aotearoa report 
– The Nature Conservancy and the Ministry for the Environment 
Update regarding progressing pathways for blue carbon/coastal wetlands into investor and market settings  
This item updates Minister Hoggard and Minister Watts on the release of a joint report from the Ministry for 
the Environment and The Nature Conservancy New Zealand (TNC NZ). The report identifies barriers and 
opportunities for enabling coastal wetland blue carbon (where carbon is stored and sequestered in the plants 
and sediments of coastal wetlands) projects to participate in voluntary carbon markets.  
 
Key recommendations from the report include:  

• Developing guidance for blue carbon projects to participate in voluntary markets. 
• Developing a national blue carbon roadmap or strategy, with suggested pathways for enabling blue 

carbon projects at scale.  
• The Government simplifying land title complexities for landowners wanting to restore coastal wetlands 

and participate in blue carbon projects.  
• The Government and Māori exploring regulatory and non-regulatory options to realise blue carbon 

benefits.   
 
This is relevant to Minister Hoggard and Minister Watts given their climate, biodiversity and market portfolios, 
Ministerial visits to wetlands in the Bay of Plenty, recent meetings with representatives from TNC NZ, and 
interest in the investor preferences for projects such as coastal wetland restoration as outlined in the EY 
Investor Preferences work shared recently.  
 
A range of policy mechanisms recognise the potential for Nature-based Solutions (NbS) to provide multiple 
benefits such as carbon sequestration, biodiversity, habitat restoration and climate resilience.  This includes 
the Government’s Climate Strategy featuring NbS as one of the five pillars, and NbS including coastal 
ecosystems recognised in the second Emissions Reduction Plan discussion document as a mechanism for 
encouraging non-forest carbon removals. This report will help accelerate the potential for coastal wetlands to 
be considered in these policy settings. 
 
The report provides insights to support work on investor signals 
Investors globally are shifting focus from reducing emissions to broader environmental outcomes. This shift is 
also driven by consumer demand for verifiable climate and nature credentials. With their potential for 
sequestration and biodiversity co-benefits, New Zealand’s coastal wetlands could be an attractive investment 
option, offering both carbon reduction and tangible contributions to ecosystem health. Our (informal) 
conversations with investors have indicated interest in wetlands. 
 
Next steps 
The final (embargoed) report is attached. 
 
On 3 September, the Coastal Wetland Blue Carbon Policy Research in Aotearoa report is scheduled to be 
released by TNC NZ on its website, with a link to it from the Ministry for the Environment’s website.  
 
TNC NZ will announce publication of the report via an agreed press release on the day, while we will post a 
news story online and link to the report.   
 
We are integrating the findings of this report into consideration for ERP2 actions, and to inform the 
development of the biodiversity markets work.  
 
Attention: Minister Hoggard 
 
Business Group: Strategic Partnerships 
Owner: Anna Ririnui, 021 0845 8118 
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Ministerial Correspondence Update  
 

As at 10am, 29 August 2024 

Minister Simmonds 

We are preparing responses to 30 pieces of correspondence on a wide range of topics including extensions of 
time for plan change decisions under section 10A of the Resource Management Act 1991, support for, and 
opposition to, the Otago Regional Council’s Land and Water Regional Plan, concerns about plastic waste and 
pollution, recommendations for product stewardship schemes, and seeking support for various environmental 
and resource efficiency initiatives.  

Minister Hoggard 

We are preparing responses to 6 pieces of correspondence on a range of topics including queries about 
suspending the requirements for councils to identify Significant Natural Areas (SNAs), concerns about councils 
using the Resource Management Act 1991 to circumvent this suspension, requests for existing SNAs to be 
suspended, and concerns about Horizons Regional Council’s River management.  

Written Parliamentary Questions Update  

 

As at 10am, 29 August 2024 

Minister Simmonds 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about changes to levy rates, contractor and 
consultant spend on change processes, and advice received, and papers taken to Cabinet and Cabinet 
committees in August.  

Minister Hoggard 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about advice received, and papers taken to 
Cabinet and Cabinet committees in August.  

  






