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Key Updates 
Our Air 2024 to be released on 9 October 2024 
Under the Environmental Reporting Act 2015 (ERA) we, along with Stats NZ, are required to release 
environmental reports every six months focused on different environmental domains. Our Air 2024 is the next 
report in the series to be published and is scheduled for an embargoed release on 8 October and public release 
on 9 October.  
 
Our Air 2024 will continue the scaled-back format for environmental reports first signalled in Our Air 2021. The 
report provides valuable information while we progress the changes needed to improve the reporting system 
in line with recommendations from the PCE, including the reform of the ERA. This is an information-oriented 
release, with the focus on six updated air quality indicators that will be released to the public by Stats NZ on 
26 September.  
 
Ahead of the public release of the report we are preparing a pre-release briefing for Ministers which will 
provide further information about the release process and seek decisions on the support required ahead of 
the release. 
 
 
Business Group: Evidence Data and Insights 
Owner: Aaron Napier, 027 247 1893 
 

LAWA freshwater data release during World Rivers Day 
World Rivers Day is on 22 September. In recognition, the regional sector via Land Air Water Aotearoa (LAWA) 
is releasing an update on river, lake and estuary health on that day. Results from more than 3,000 monitoring 
sites are available, with some key points being: 

• two-thirds of river and stream sites have impaired ecological health, 
• nearly all lowland shallow lakes are in poor or very poor condition, but 70% of monitored upland deep 

lakes are in fair, good or very good health, 
• estuaries are increasingly challenged by changing climate and human activities. 

 
Although the evidence points to widespread pressure on freshwater systems, there is some evidence of 
improvement in some areas. The LAWA team are encouraging people to record the actions they are taking to 
improve water quality on the Healthy Waterways Register, so this information can be reported in future 
LAWA updates. 
 
We will provide your office with further information and the embargoed analysis report on 20 September, in 
advance of the release. 
 
 
Business Group: Evidence Data and Insights 
Owner: Aaron Napier, 027 247 1893 
 
 

Resignation of Fiordland Marine Guardian 
Simon Childerhouse has decided to resign from his role as a Fiordland Marine Guardian  

 
 
Simon has written to you, in your capacity as the Minister for the Environment, giving notice of his resignation 
(as required under section 15(6) of the Fiordland (Te Moana o Atawhenua) Marine Management Act 2005).  
 

s 9(2)(a)
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We’ll prepare a letter for you to send to Simon acknowledging his resignation and thanking him for his service 
to the Guardians. 
 
There is no urgency in appointing a new member. We recommend filling this vacancy during the upcoming 
appointments round (five of the eight Guardians have terms expiring in June 2025). We’ll brief your office on 
the appointments process in October 2024. 
 
 
Business Group: Environment Management and Adaptation 
Owner: Hayden Johnston, 022 153 0221 
 

 

Towards evidence-informed evaluation 
Previously we informed you that a peer-reviewed technical report, that we authored, is intended to be 
published in the coming weeks, titled “Towards evidence-informed policy evaluation: Exploring National 
Monitoring System Data to determine effectiveness of the National Policy Statement for Highly Productive Land.” 
 
We can confirm that this report will be published on our website on 24 September. The URL is as follows that 
will be active on publication release: https://environment.govt.nz/publications/towards-evidence-informed-
policy-evaluation-exploring-national-monitoring-system-data-to-inform-effectiveness-of-the-national-
policy-statement-for-highly-productive-land 
 
 
Business Group: Science and Data Systems  
Owner: Clare Barton, 027 3304659  

Evidence-informed selection of ecological attributes 
Having undergone a double-blind peer review process, an academic manuscript we authored, has been 
recently accepted for publication in the Australasian Journal of Environmental Management, titled “Selecting 
ecological attributes for managing within environmental limits: an example of a robust science-policy process in 
Aotearoa New Zealand”. 
 
The article is about the science and process used to identify attributes (or environmental indicators) focusing 
on soil, indigenous biodiversity, estuaries and coastal waters. It outlines an evidence-informed process and 
criteria developed (urgency and importance, suitability and feasibility) to select an initial suite of possible 
attributes. The catalyst for the work was related to the National Planning Framework, which was secondary 
legislation to the now repealed Natural Built and Environment Act. While the framework outlined in the 
academic manuscript can be adapted depending on the details of any future resource management system, it 
does not comment on this and focuses on an evidence-informed process for selecting ecological attributes. 
 
The article requires final proofing prior to publication.  
 
Would you like to be informed of the publication date once known and provided with a you with a copy of 
the publication when released? 
 

Yes / No 
 
 
Business Group: Science and Data Systems 
Owner: Clare Barton, 027 3304659 
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Ministerial Correspondence Update  
 

As at 10am, 18 September 2024 

Minister Simmonds 

We are preparing responses to 22 pieces of correspondence on a wide range of topics including concerns 
about, and support for, recent amendments to the Waste Minimisation Act 2008, concerns about various 
councils’ land and water plans, recommendations for product stewardship schemes, seeking agreement to 
confirm a waste chapter and related policies for the second emissions reduction plan, and requests for support 
for various environmental and resource efficiency concerns and initiatives. 

Minister Hoggard 

We are preparing responses to five pieces of correspondence on a range of topics including concerns about 
the Resource Management (Freshwater and Other Matters) Amendment Bill and the Significant Natural Areas 
(SNAs) review, queries about suspending the requirements for councils to identify SNAs, and the timeframes 
for any changes to the stock exclusion low slope land map as part of Resource Management Act 1991 reforms. 

Written Parliamentary Questions Update  

 

As at 10am, 18 September 2024 

Minister Simmonds 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about Freshwater Farm Plans, flooding and 
flood management, the review of the national hazards’ national direction, redundancy payments for the 
Minister’s agencies, and advice received, and papers taken to Cabinet and Cabinet committees in September. 

Minister Hoggard 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about redundancy payments for the Minister’s 
agencies, and advice received, and papers taken to Cabinet and Cabinet committees in September.  






