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Methane Science and Target Review Panel Update 
The Methane Science and Target Review Panel has been operating for two months and has been meeting on 
a weekly basis to progress the review.  A framework has been established for the report, and sections have 
been allocated to individual panel members for drafting and review.   The Panel are focused on ensuring the 
information provided is suitable for the public to understand.  A draft report is due by 1 November.  We are 
working alongside the Panel Chair to manage any delivery risks. 
 
Business Group: Climate Markets 
Owner: Cheryl Moir,  
 
 
Māori Climate Action Update 
Our joint work programme with Pou Take Āhuarangi, the climate pou of the National Iwi Chairs Forum (NICF), 
is on track to meet the required deliverables for Q1 FY/24-25. In the last two weeks, Pou Take Āhuarangi 
technicians have held meetings in Te Karaka, East Cape, and Taupō to inform their stocktake of climate risk 
and readiness for Māori communities. Pou Take Āhuarangi are also being engaged to provide feedback on the 
second Emissions Reduction plan and the Adaptation Framework. 
 
We will brief you on the wider Māori climate platform in early September, including on strategy, funding, and 
how the platform work will relate to the work with NICF/Pou Take Āhuarangi. 
 
Business Group: Tūmatakōkiri 
Owner: Hakarangi Tichborne,   
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ERP2 Consultation Update 
Consultation on the second emissions reduction plan discussion document closed on 25 August, following a 
consultation period of just under 6 weeks. During this time a total of 40 consultation events were held, led by 
the Ministry for the Environment, alongside colleagues at the Ministry for Primary Industries, the Ministry of 
Transport and the Ministry for Business Innovation and Employment. Events ranged from general online 
webinars, sector specific webinars on Energy, Agriculture, Forestry, Transport and the NZ ETS, and online hui 
held with representatives from a number of Iwi, Māori stakeholder groups and Post Settlement Governance 
Entities (PSGEs). The total number of attendees across these events was 1421, with contributions and 
feedback collated from events to inform the submissions analysis process.   
  
The interim final count on submissions received at the close of the period was 1,824 contributions. This 
number exceeds our initial estimate and is significantly more than the Climate Change Commission recently 
received during their recent consultation.   

 
 

 We are currently analysing the content of all submissions and while it is too early to draw 
conclusive themes, advice will be provided to you in the coming weeks to support the development of final 
policies to be included in the plan. Alongside the work we are doing, MPI, MBIE and MoT are also assessing 
the key stakeholder submissions from a technical angle to inform their current thinking in their specific areas 
and development of their advice to their relevant portfolio Ministers.  
 
Business Group: Climate Change Mitigation and Resource Efficiency 
Owner: Hemi Smiler,  
 

Coastal Wetland Blue Carbon Policy Research in Aotearoa report – The 
Nature Conservancy and the Ministry for the Environment 
Update regarding progressing pathways for blue carbon/coastal wetlands into investor and market settings  
This item updates you and Minister Hoggard on the release of a joint report from the Ministry for the 
Environment and The Nature Conservancy New Zealand (TNC NZ). The report identifies barriers and 
opportunities for enabling coastal wetland blue carbon (where carbon is stored and sequestered in the plants 
and sediments of coastal wetlands) projects to participate in voluntary carbon markets. Key recommendations 
from the report include:  

• Developing guidance for blue carbon projects to participate in voluntary markets. 
• Developing a national blue carbon roadmap or strategy, with suggested pathways for enabling blue 

carbon projects at scale.  
• The Government simplifying land title complexities for landowners wanting to restore coastal wetlands 

and participate in blue carbon projects.  
• The Government and Māori exploring regulatory and non-regulatory options to realize blue carbon 

benefits.   
 
This is relevant to you and Minister Hoggard, given your climate, biodiversity and market portfolios, Ministerial 
visits to wetlands in the Bay of Plenty, recent meetings with representatives from TNC NZ, and interest in the 
investor preferences for projects such as coastal wetland restoration as outlined in the EY Investor Preferences 
work shared recently.  
 
A range of policy mechanisms recognise the potential for Nature-based Solutions (NbS) to provide multiple 
benefits such as carbon sequestration, biodiversity, habitat restoration and climate resilience.  This includes 
the Government’s Climate Strategy featuring NbS as one of the five pillars, and NbS including coastal 
ecosystems recognised in the second Emissions Reduction Plan discussion document as a mechanism for 
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encouraging non-forest carbon removals. This report will help accelerate the potential for coastal wetlands to 
be considered in these policy settings. 
 
The report provides insights to support work on investor signals 
Investors globally are shifting focus from reducing emissions to broader environmental outcomes. This shift is 
also driven by consumer demand for verifiable climate and nature credentials. With their potential for 
sequestration and biodiversity co-benefits, New Zealand’s coastal wetlands could be an attractive investment 
option, offering both carbon reduction and tangible contributions to ecosystem health. Our (informal) 
conversations with investors have indicated interest in wetlands. 
 
Next steps 
The final (embargoed) report is attached.   
 
On 3 September, the Coastal Wetland Blue Carbon Policy Research in Aotearoa report is scheduled to be 
released by TNC NZ on its website, with a link to it from the Ministry for the Environment’s website.  
 
TNC NZ will announce publication of the report via an agreed press release on the day, while we will post a 
news story online and link to the report.   
 
We are integrating the findings of this report into consideration for ERP2 actions, and to inform the 
development of the biodiversity markets work.  
 
 
Business Group: Strategic Partnerships 
Owner: Anna Ririnui,  
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Ministerial Correspondence Update  
 

As at 1pm, 28 August 2024 

Minister Watts: 
We are preparing responses to 10 pieces of correspondence on a range of topics including concerns about 
the financial costs of the Paris Agreement and the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, feedback on the Second Emissions Reduction Plan discussion document, measuring soil carbon 
stores, and concerns and queries about Government policies on climate change and emissions reductions. 

 

Written Parliamentary Question Update  
 

As at 1pm, 28 August 2024 

Minister Watts: 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about changes to levy rates, contractor and 
consultant spend on change processes, and advice received, and papers taken to Cabinet and Cabinet 
committees in July and August. 

Minister Willis: 

We are preparing responses to written parliamentary questions about advice received, and papers taken to 
Cabinet and Cabinet committees in August.  






