




















 













 

 

[IN-CONFIDENCE] 
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X December 2023 

 

Hon Judith Collins 
Minister of Science, Innovation and Technology 
Parliament Buildings 

 

 

Dear Minister 

 

Appointment as Lead Coordination Minister for GMO Policy  

I wish to outline your assigned responsibilities regarding your appointment as Lead Coordination 
Minister for genetically modified organism (GMO) policy. GMO policy is a cross-portfolio issue that 
cuts across both Science, Innovation and Technology and the Environment portfolio that the 
Government is committed to advancing so that New Zealand’s biotechnology rules are fit for 
purpose.  

Roles and responsibilities 

As Lead Coordination Minister for GMO policy, I am assigning you responsibility for developing policy 
in relation to biotechnology objectives and leading the regulatory reform of laws relating to GMOs. 
This includes responsibility for: 

• progressing any amendments to the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 
(HSNO Act), as they relate to GMOs. 

• recommending the making or amendment of regulations and other secondary legislation 
relating to GMOs, under the HSNO Act. 

• the establishment of a biotechnology regulator (proposed to be within the Ministry of 
Business, Innovation and Employment).  

The scope of above includes consideration of how to respond to consultation undertaken mid-year 
on proposed changes to legislation and regulations for GMOs used in laboratory settings and for 
biomedical therapies.  

The Minister for the Environment, Hon Penny Simmonds, will retain responsibility for wider HSNO 
Act regulatory and policy work, oversight of the Environmental Protection Authority’s operational 
functions under the HSNO Act, and the domestic implementation of international chemical and 
waste conventions predominantly delivered under the HSNO Act. 

Financial and statutory responsibilities 

Hon Chris Bishop (Minister Responsible for RMA Reform) and Hon Penny Simmonds (Minister for the 
Environment) will retain ultimate responsibility for Vote Environment, and all relevant statutory 
functions and powers except as expressly described in your responsibilities above.  
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Policy 

Although you have responsibility for matters of policy in relation to the above, I expect that any 
significant policy decisions relating to HSNO matters should be discussed with the Minister for the 
Environment. The Ministry for the Environment will provide agency support regarding all HSNO 
functions. 

Public Statements 

I expect you to take responsibility for all communications regarding your assigned responsibilities, 
including oral questions, written questions, Ministerial correspondence, press statements and public 
announcements. 

However, any correspondence concerning significant policy issues and public announcements 
relating to HSNO should be discussed with the Minister for the Environment.  

Relations with the Ministry for the Environment 
You may contact the Ministry for the Environment on all matters for which you have assigned 
responsibility. All such inquiries should be made via the Secretary for the Environment, or the 
designated contact person. 

You may also wish to discuss with the Secretary for the Environment what support the Ministry for 
the Environment can provide your office.  

Communications between Ministers  

All significant papers, letters, and directions to the Ministry for the Environment should be copied to 
the Minister for the Environment. In particular, I expect Ministers to share information warning of 
any issues that have the potential to become controversial and keep the other informed of actions in 
relation to each other’s areas of responsibility. 

It is my expectation that you work with the Minister for the Environment to ensure maximum co-
operation and co-ordination, meeting regularly to co-ordinate your actions and share views and 
ideas.  

Cabinet and Cabinet committee papers 

The rules on the submission of papers to Cabinet and Cabinet committees are set out in Chapter 5 of 
the Cabinet Manual.  

Information held by you as the responsible Minister  

You will be responsible for responding to all Official Information Act 1982 and Privacy Act 2020 
requests in the areas of your assigned responsibility. 

Parliamentary responsibilities and Ministerial correspondence 

Parliamentary Questions and Ministerial correspondence relating to your assigned areas of 
responsibility, and about matters that are referred to your office by the office of the Minister for the 
Environment, will be addressed to you.  

Next steps 

Your appointment as Lead Coordination Minister for GMO Policy will be published on the 
Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet’s website and included in an updated Ministerial List.  
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Please do not hesitate to discuss the assigned responsibilities with me at any time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

Rt Hon Chris Luxon 
Prime Minister 

 

Copy to:  Minister for the Environment 
  Minister Responsible for RMA Reform 
  Secretary of the Cabinet 
  Secretary for the Environment 
 

 




