




























Appendix 1: Relevant National Party commitments

The Blueprint for a Better Environment, National’s plan for Environment and Conservation says: “Actions such as riparian planning by 
farmers along waterways or wetlands rehabilitation can deliver multiple benefits for water quality, carbon sequestration, and 
biodiversity… A cohesive, integrated approach to environmental regulation is crucial. National is committed to upholding our 
Bluegreen principles with policies that foster climate resilience, cleaner water and improved biodiversity. National will take a joined-up 
approach to environmental management to deliver environmental policies are complementary and mutually re-enforcing.”

Wetlands
The Blueprint for a Better Environment recognises the role of wetlands in enhancing biodiversity, intercepting sediment runoff, 
bolstering resilience to floods, and storing greenhouse gases. The Blueprint states that it will support wetland rehabilitation by:
• Eliminating resource consents to establish new wetlands by making the creation and maintenance of wetlands a permitted 

activity under the RMA.
• Consider including wetlands in the ETS so land owners who establish new wetlands will earn ETS credits for the carbon stored in 

their wetlands.
• Investigate biodiversity credits to reward the creation of new wetlands, recognising the enormous potential of wetlands to 

increase biodiversity.
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