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Upcoming Events 

14 June 5.00pm Guest speaker at book launch Beyond Manapouri 

23 June 11.30am Speaking at Forest and Bird AGM. 

1. Progress towards Government’s strategic priorities

1.1. Climate Change 

Zero Carbon Bill 

Public consultation on the Zero Carbon Bill launches in Auckland on June 7, with the 

first public meeting in Whangarei on June 8. There are 14 regional meetings and hui 

planned across New Zealand, with the consultation period running until July 17. There 

will be a broad base of information and tools provided, including a discussion document 

written for a broad audience. There will be ongoing media and social media activity 

during the consultation period and a ocus on targeted stakeholder engagement, 

including Iwi and young people.  

1.2. Urban 

Minister Twyford has agreed to a revised timetable for the next set of Urban 

Development Legislation Cabinet papers. You can expect to receive the draft papers on 

the following dates: 

 Powers Relating to Land Assembly, Reserves, Infrastructure and Funding – 7

June, for DEV 4 July

 Planning and Consenting (you as co-signatory) – 20 June, for DEV 1 August

 Maori Rights and Interests – 5 July, for DEV 8 August

 Organisational Issues (you as co-signatory) – 15 August, for DEV 19

September

We will provide the further advice you requested on appeals in the briefing 

accompanying the planning and consenting Cabinet paper.  

1.3. Water 

Land and Water Forum 

The Land and Water Forum have now delivered their report to you.  The Ministry is 

considering the Forum’s recommendations and will provide you with advice prior to your 

meeting with Hugh Logan on 19 June. This briefing will provide an initial assessment 

and advice on the key recommendations made by the Forum, s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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Sediment 

We are meeting with representatives from the Resource Managers Group from regional 

councils on 7 June to discuss research and analysis related to sediment. The purpose 

of the meeting is to discuss potential thresholds and get their views on a range of 

potential regulatory and non-regulatory options to address erosion and sediment 

management.  

Report on impacts of establishing source protection zones for drinking-water supplies 

MfE is reviewing the National Environmental Standard for Sources of Human Drinking 

Water (Drinking Water NES). As part of this, we have commissioned a report on the 

potential land-use impacts of establishing source protection zones for drinking-water 

supplies. The report will identify the land-use activities that might pose a risk to 

community drinking water supplies, such as pastoral agriculture or hazardous and 

industrial sites.  

The report will inform an assessment of the effectiveness of the Drinking Water NES 

and provide insight into the potential impacts of implementing source protection zones 

for drinking-water supplies across New Zealand, which was recommended by the 

Havelock North Inquiry.  

 

           

 

  

2. Updates for noting

2.1. Progressing on the RM Amendment Bill 

We are providing you with a briefing note seeking your decisions on the remaining issue 

for potential inclusion in the narrow RM Amendment Bill, relating to the Environment 

Court.  This briefing also includes an appendix summarising your direction provided to 

date on the pu pose, object ves and proposed content of the Bill and describes how it 

links with a more comprehensive review of the resource management system. This 

appendix could be used to support early engagement with your colleagues.  

Pending you  approval of these remaining items, we intend to provide you with a draft 

Cabinet paper for formal consultation with your colleagues on 20 June. We anticipate 

you will be able to take the Cabinet paper to ENV committee on 31 July, and 

subsequently to Cabinet on 6 August.  

PCO will need at least 10 weeks to draft a Bill addressing the matters raised in the 

cabinet paper, completing the drafting in mid-October. Providing a two week time period 

for you to discuss the Bill with your colleagues, we anticipate the Bill should be able to 

go to LEG on 2 November seeking approval to introduce the Bill to the House 

s 9(2)(f)(iv)
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2.2. Progress on Burkhart Fisheries issue 

We have been working to support Burkhart Fisheries Ltd (BFL) to find a solution to 

beach access issues at Ward, Marlborough. BFL is a rock lobster fishery that has not 

been able to consistently launch all boats in its fleet since the 7.8 magnitude earthquake 

in November 2016, which raised the sea bed at Ward Beach. Work has been supported 

by MCDEM, DOC, and Fisheries NZ, who have attended cross-agency meetings. You 

met with representatives of BFL in April 2018 to discuss options for a way forward. 

BFL received resource consent to remove rocks at Ward Beach, which has reportedly 

been a successful exercise. Enough rock and gravel was shifted to significantly improve 

BFL’s ability to launch the smaller boats in its fleet. This action has provided a short to 

mid-term solution to access issues (estimated 1-2 years), depending on how quickly the 

site refills with gravel. Fisheries NZ have reported that BFL will soon attempt to launch 

its larger boat from the dredged site, and that BFL is optimistic that the launch will be 

successful.  

2.3. Update on the Compliance Oversight Unit 

Work is underway to establish the new Compliance Oversight Unit within MfE. In line 

with our discussions with you to date, the focus of the unit will be on: 

 ensuring councils increase the consistency, quantity and transparency of
compliance and enforcement actions, including prosecutions; and

 supporting council compliance under the RMA and national instruments,
particularly the National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management.

We are currently recruiting staff with investigation and prosecution experience to run the 

unit. The unit will initially focus on working closely with councils to improve compliance, 

monitoring and enforcement practice, securing information sources and developing 

strategies for intervening where issues are detected (including using investigatory 

powers under the RMA). This will build on work underway to lift practice and reset 

performance expectations, such as the Best practice guidelines on compliance, 

monitoring and enforcement under the RMA that you have agreed to launch in 

Wellington on 17 July.  

We understand that Minister Sage would like to discuss the unit and its relationship with 

the EPA at your meeting on June 19 and we will provide talking points to your office to 

support this meeting. 

2.4. 
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2.5. Update on Streamlined Planning Processes 

The two current Streamlined Planning Processes being undertaken by Hastings District 

Council and Bay of Plenty Regional Council are on track and complying with the 

timeframes set in each of your Directions. For your information: 

 Hastings District Council received 34 submissions on its Proposed Iona Rezoning

Variation and the hearing by commissioners was held last week

 Bay of Plenty Regional Council notified Proposed Plan Change 4 to the RPS on

22 May and it is currently open for submissions until 4 July.

Your decision will be required on the outcome of the streamlined planning process 

(SPP) for the Iona Rezoning Variation once Hastings District Council report back to you 

at the end of July. Bay of Plenty Regional Council is due to report back to you in 

September. 

Kaikoura District Council has indicated that it will be applying to you later in the year to 

use the SPP for changes to its District Plan in relation to natural hazards. We have had 

a number of other enquiries, particularly around the potentia  use of the SPP to 

implement the NPS-UDC, but no firm indicat ons of an intent to request use of the SPP 

as yet. We will update you again if there is any change to this situation. 

2.6. ‘Farming Sustainably For Profit’ Workshop 

The joint-Ministry for the Environment / Ministry of Primary Industries Water directorate 

is helping organise the ‘Farming Sustainably For Profit’ workshop on the 29th of June 

for about 40 farmers from across the primary sector and across the country. The 

purpose of the workshop is to develop a v sion of what farming sustainably means for 

the whole primary industry, and what steps will be required to achieve it. 

This project has been initiated by farmers and will continue to be led by farmers and 

growers. The workshop is the first step of “a farmer led, pan sector forum” to set & 

deliver on a vision for sustainable primary production. It is supported by the NZ Farm 

Environme t Trust, Landcare Trust, the Ministry for the Environment and the Ministry for 

Primary Industries. NZ Farm Environment Trust are the organisers of the Ballance Farm 

Environment Award programme. We also are in conversation with MPI to ensure 

connections are being made with the Primary Sector Council work.  

The workshop will be informed by the Good Farming Practice: Action Plan for Water 

Quality  However, the ‘Farming Sustainably For Profit’ initiative is considering 

environmental issues at large, beyond just water. 

2.7.  
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2.8. Update on DIA-led Community Resilience Group and government response to 
CCATWG 

In our 17 May briefing to the Minister for Climate Change “Next steps for a government 

response to the Climate Change Adaptation Technical Working Group 

Recommendations Report”, shared with your office, we said that we intend to 

coordinate with the DIA-led work on community resilience to respond to the CCATWG 

recommendations. 

The Community Resilience Group, led by DIA, has now been formed. The group 

includes members from Treasury, MBIE, MCDEM, MFE, DPMC and DIA at both a 

working group and Deputy CE level.  

The group’s immediate priority is to advance options for the management of natural 

hazards in Kaikōura. As part of the advice on this topic, a Ministerial grouping will be 

proposed to discuss the Kaikōura options as well as the wider community resilience 

work programme. This Ministerial grouping should include yourself as the Minister for 

the Environment and the Minister for Climate Change. 

After this initial advice, the main purpose of the group is to give longer-term 

consideration to issues relating to resilience, including considering managed retreat 

options, and using the group as a means to advance a government response to the 

CCATWG recommendations report. Specific actions the group has already identified as 

particularly relevant to its work include amongst others: establishing governance 

arrangements (action 5); a centralised service for expert advice to local government 

(action 13); and defining funding arrangements for climate change adaptation (action 

16). We will continue to engage with this group and update you on progress. 
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Environmental 

Protection Authority 

Board - 

Appointments 

(APH) Cabinet 

Appointments 

and Honours 

Committee 

This is the APH paper for proposing your 

intention to make five appointments to the 

EPA Board during the 2018 round. 

Due to you: 

13 June 

Due to lodge: 

28 June 

Due to APH Committee: 

4 July 

Due to Cabinet: 

9 July 

Minamata 

Convention: 

Approval to consult 

on Mercury 

Regulations 

(ENV) Cabinet 

Environment, 

Energy and 

Climate 

Committee

This Cabinet Paper seeks Cabinet 

agreement to publicly consult on a 

proposed package of regulatory measures 

to control the use and release of mercury in 

New Zealand.  

These measures are required in order for 

New Zealand to be able to ratify the 

Minamata Convention on Mercury. 

Due to you: 

13 June 

Due to lodge: 

26 July 

Due to ENV Committee: 

31 July 

Due to Cabinet: 

6 August 

Progression of 

Resource 

Management 

System Review, 

including Resource 

Management 

Amendment Bill 

2018 

(ENV) Cabinet 

Environment, 

Energy and 

Climate 

Committee 

An outline of the comprehensive review of 

the resource management system, and 

details of the proposed RMA Amendment 

Bill 2018. Agreement is sought on the 

scope and content of the proposed Bill  and 

instructions for PCO to draft the Bill  

Due to lodge: 

26 July 

Due to ENV Committee: 

31 July 

Due to Cabinet: 

6 August 

Urban Development 

Legislation: Planning 

and Consenting 

(Title TBC) 

(DEV) Cabinet 

Economic 

Development 

Committee 

Th s paper will outl ne the proposed 

planning and consenting powers that the 

Urban Development Authority will be 

enabled to use. 

Due to lodge: 

26 July 

Due to DEV Committee: 

1 August 

Due to Cabinet: 

6 August 

Urban Development 

Legislation: Māori 

Rights and Inter sts 

(Title TBC) 

(DEV) Cabinet 

Economic 

Development 

Committee 

This paper will outline how the UDA will 

respect the rights and interests of Māori 

throughout the development project. 

Due to lodge: 

2 August 

Due to DEV Committee: 

8 August 

Due to Cabinet: 

13 August 

Urban Development 

Legislation: 

Organisational 

Issues (Title TBC) 

(DEV) Cabinet 

Economic 

Development 

Committee 

This paper will outline how the new entity 

will operate, what form it will take, how it will 

be held accountable and other 

organisational issues.  

Due to lodge: 

13 September 

Due to DEV Committee: 

19 September 

Due to Cabinet: 

24 September 
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Upcoming meetings 

18 June 11.00am MfE officials weekly meeting 

3.30pm WBOP Mayor Gary Webber and CEO Miriam Taris to 

discuss financial and development contributions 

19 June 3.30pm Ministers Parker and Sage regular meeting 

20 June 8.00am Forestry ministers meeting 

8.45am Hugh Logan, LAWF, presenting recommendations in 

recent LAWF report before public release 

10.00am MfE officials to discuss Estimates Hearing 

21 June 8.00am Horizons, EDS and Fish and Game to discuss One Plan 

4.00pm MfE officials meeting – LAWF, freshwater Cabinet 

papers, One Plan follow-ups, stock exclusion 

25 June 9.00am Ministers Twyford, Salesa, Andrew King (Hamilton 

Mayor) on Auckland to Hamilton corridor 

11.00am MfE officials weekly meeting 

2.30pm Ministers Parker and Mahuta to discuss three waters 

26 June 3.30pm Ministers Parker and Sage regular meeting 

27 June 3.30pm Ministers Twyford and Genter and officials to discuss 

land ownership in the Auckland-Waikato corridor 

28 June 10.00am Select Committee Estimates for Vote Environment 

11.15am MfE officials meeting (Policy) - RMA bill and urban 

issues 

2 July 11.00am MfE officials weekly meeting 

3 July 8.15am Doug Leeder, LGNZ, to discuss freshwater policy 

implementation and CME  

5 July 11.15am MfE officials meeting (policy) 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e

ion
 of

 

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

o

82

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



Proposed meetings which are not yet confirmed 

20 June 8.30am Steve Maharey, Greg Muir, John Brakenridge, Peter 

Chrisp to discuss Te Hono Food Meeting (NZTE lead 

on this) 

Upcoming Events 

23 June 11.30am Speaking at Forest and Bird AGM. 

17 July 5.30pm Launch of best practice guidelines on compliance, 

monitoring and enforcement 

1 August 9.00am EDS Conference speech 

21 September 9.00am RMLA Conference speech 

Minister travelling 

5 July – 16 July 

22 July – 25 July 

1. Progress towards Government’s strategic priorities

1.1. Climate Change 

Zero Carbon Bill 

On 7 June Ministe  Shaw launched the public consultation on the Zero Carbon Bill 

Consultation will include 14 regional meetings and hui across New Zealand, as well as 

drop-in sessions and technical workshops. Public meetings have been held in 

Whangarei and New Plymouth with an average of 100 people attending each venue. 

Consultation will close on 19 July. 

1.2. Urban 

On 20 June, we will provide you with a briefing note and draft Cabinet paper on 

Planning and Consenting under the Urban Development Authority Legislation.  We 

request that you provide feedback by 26 June to enable ministerial consultation from 29 

June. The briefing note accompanying this paper will provide the further advice you 

requested on appeals.  

Minister Twyford has agreed to a revised timetable for the remaining Cabinet papers: 

- Powers Relating to Land Assembly, Reserves, Infrastructure and Funding – You

received this on 7 June, for DEV 4 July
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- Maori Rights and Interests – You will receive on 5 July, for DEV 8 August

- Organisational Issues (you as co-signatory) – You will receive on 15 August, for

DEV 19 September.

Minister Twyford’s office has directed officials to investigate consulting with Local 

Government New Zealand on the policy proposals in the draft Cabinet papers, while 

meeting the above.  MfE, MBIE and DIA officials met with the LGNZ leadership team on 

13 June and options for engagement are being developed for Minister Twyford. 

We are working with MBIE on scheduling a meeting with all Urban Growth Agenda 

(UGA) Ministers to report back on progress across the programme and make collective 

decisions needed to inform our next steps. We are also likely to use this meeting to 

discuss any issues arising from the Urban Planning and Infrastructure Funding and 

Financing briefings you have recently received. We will provide all UGA Ministers w th 

material to support this discussion. 

1.3. Freshwater-related Cabinet papers 

The Cabinet paper ‘Aligning land-based sector work programmes’ was approved by 

Cabinet on 11 June. The paper ‘Restoring our freshwater and waterways’ was deferred 

at that meeting, pending changes to the paper  Two of the requested changes are 

straightforward, and we have provided your office with a revised draft paper 

incorporating these for your consideration. The third proposed change is the subject of 

further advice from Crown Law (sent to your office in your capacity as Attorney-General 

on 12 June) and Ministerial consultation on that advice. 

The paper ‘A new approach to Crown/Maori Relat ons for freshwater’ will not go to 

Cabinet on 18 June as originally planned. A draft of this paper was circulated for 

Ministerial and departmental consultation on Friday 8 June.  

 

  

2. Updates for noting

2.1. Meeting with Horizons Regional Council, Fish and Game and the Environmental 
Defence Society – 21 June  

You are meeting with Horizons, Fish and Game and the Environmental Defence Society 

on 21 June to discuss the Horizons One Plan and to foster agreement to a process to 

resolve issues in the nutrient management regime of this plan. We understand EDS are 

bringing a member of their legal team to this meeting.  

We do not recommend MfE legal staff attend this meeting. However, we can make legal 

staff available for a preliminary meeting before 21 June if you desire.  

You will be provided a briefing to support this meeting. 

s 9(2)(g)(i)
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2.2. Update on the National Freshwater and Geothermal Resources Inquiry (Wai 2358 
or “the Freshwater Inquiry”) 

2.2.1. LEGALLY PRIVILEGED 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.2.2. Policy Update 

The Waitangi Tribunal has directed the Crown to file a series of progress updates on 

the freshwater programme, specifically economic development workstream for iwi/hapū 

rights and interests. These regular updates have been provided since the start of 2015. 

The latest update is scheduled for 20 June. The content of the update may be minimal 

due to the water programme waiting for the water Cabinet papers to be agreed.  A draft 

update will be provided to you week beginning 18 June 2018. 

As the final hearing week is due to take place on 13 – 17 August, no further updates 

have been scheduled. 

 

  

s 9(2)(h)
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provided most often? 

 

How many responses have been extended beyond the 20- day 

deadline?  

 

On what subject / topic is information most regularly requested? 

 

On how many occasions have responses to requests been 

reviewed by the Minister before being released? 

Documents obtained under the OIA from the Environmental 

Protection Authority indicate that MfE has established and is 

leading a cross-agency forum on gene technologies and that, 

according to the EPA, the initiative is “to get alignment across 

relevant government agencies on advice to Ministers, and to 

ensure the successful delivery of preparatory work for a public 

conversation on development in genetic technologies.” 

Under the Official Information Act I request all documents 
generated and received by MfE in relation to the cross-agency 
forum on new gene technologies/new biotechnologies since its 
began, including conception and approval of the initiative. 

 

 

Sustainability 

Council 

18-D-00932 
2 July 

 

s 9(2)(a)
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Upcoming meetings 

 

Week 25 June – 2 July 

25 June 9.00am Minister Twyford and Minister Salesa, Andrew King 

(Hamilton Mayor) and Councillor Dave Macpherson 

regarding Auckland to Hamilton corridor 

25 June 11.00am MfE officials weekly meeting 

25 June 2.30pm Minister Mahuta regarding Three Waters 

25 June 5.00pm Marine Ministers’ meeting  

26 June 1.00pm Ratana Church regarding environmental issues 

26 June 3.30pm  Ministers Parker and Sage regular meeting  

28 June 10.00am Select Committee Estimates for Vote Environment 

 11.15am MfE officials meeting on urban planning 

2 July 11.00am MfE officials weekly meeting 

3 July 8.15am Doug Leeder (LGNZ) on RMA and water issues 

3 July 3.30pm Minister Parker and Sage regular meeting 

4 July 3.00pm Minister Genter regarding electric vehicle programme 

5 July 8 00am Three Waters Ministers 

5 July 11.15am MfE officials meeting (topic for discussion tbc) 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

17 July 5.30pm Launch of best practice guidelines on compliance, 

monitoring and enforcement 

18 July TBC Hawke’s Bay Regional Environmental Forum 

1 August 9.00am EDS Conference speech 

21 September 9.00am RMLA Conference speech 

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
n o

f 

the
 O

ffic
ial

 In
for

mati
on

 Act 
19

82



 

 

Minister travelling 

5 July – 16 July 

22 July – 25 July 
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1. Progress towards Government’s strategic priorities 

1.1. Urban  

You have received two draft Cabinet papers on the Urban Development Authority 

Legislation to consider: 

 Resource management planning and consenting - please provide feedback to 

MfE by June 26 to enable ministerial consultation from 29 June 

 Powers relating to land assembly, reserves, infrastructure and funding – please 

provide feedback to Minister Twyford by 2 July (timeframe has been extended). 

We are comfortable with the paper. 

To progress the entity form and organisational issues work, we understand that 

Ministers Twyford, Jones, Mahuta and Sage will meet on 25 July to consider progress 

while you are overseas. MfE officials will attend the meeting. A draft Cabinet paper is 

due with you and Minister Twyford on 16 August. 

We are working with your office to schedule a meeting of the group of ministers recently 

agreed by Cabinet (Twyford, Jones, Mahuta, Associate Minister Genter and yourself) to 

progress the Urban Growth Agenda (UGA). The meeting will be to discuss the wider 

programme implications of recent briefings on infrastructure funding and financing, 

urban planning and spatial planning, as well as next steps. We intend to schedule 

regular meetings of the group to make cross cutting policy and programme decisions 

across the five UGA pillars. 

1.2. Regional targets for swimmable lakes and rivers 

The National Policy Statement for Freshwater Management directs regional councils to 

set final targets for swimmable lakes and rivers by 31 December 2018 and make these 

targets available to the public. The regional targets must contribute to the national target 

that at least 80% of “specified” rivers and lakes are in the blue, green or yellow 

(swimmable) categor  in terms of E. coli or planktonic cyanobacteria by 2030, with 90% 

in these categories by 2040  

Regional councils set their draft regional targets in March 2018. The draft targets were 

based on modelled outcomes of committed works, which included the stock exclusion 

regulations as they were proposed in 2017. If the committed works were in place now, 

an extra 6.9 percent of lakes and rivers nationally would be swimmable.  

The draft targets showed that the regional contributions to meeting the national target 

are highly uneven. In six regions (Northland, Auckland, Waikato, Taranaki, Horizons 

and Southland) there will need to be considerable improvements beyond what can be 

ach eved with committed works in order to meet the national target. The previous 

Minister told council staff that he expected the final regional targets would collectively 

achieve the national target and that some regions would need more than 90 percent of 

their lakes and rivers to be swimmable to achieve this (because some regions may not 

be able to achieve sufficient improvement). Councils are concerned about how they 

could achieve this in practice, and that this goes further than what is directed in the 

NPSFM.  
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2. Actions and decisions 

2.1. Contaminated Sites Remediation Fund – Round 1 Funding Decisions 

 We seek your approval to grant funding of up to $212,000 to Canterbury Regional 

Council (ECan) from the Contaminated Sites Remediation Fund (CSRF).  

On 18 June, we met with you to clarify details regarding ECan’s 100% funding 

($212,000) request, from the CSRF, for their project entitled “Concours Electroplaters 

Site Clean-up.” Their application was based on a previous in-principle agreement 

between the Crown, ECan, and Timaru District Council (TDC). Under this agreement, 

ECan would resource the project management, TDC would seek the land title through 

an application to the courts, and the CSRF would fund the removal of hazardous 

chemicals and a detailed site investigation. The current application is for remedial 

planning and will inform clean-up options. A further and final application, under this in-

principle agreement, for remediation of the site is anticipated in March 2019. 

Agree to approve funding for up to $212,000 to Canterbury Regional Council for their 

“Concours Electroplaters Site Clean-up” project 

  Yes/No 
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