Miniviey for the
ironment

MawalR M Te Tifao

PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143
Website: www.mfe.govt.nz
Freephone: 0800 499 700

20 D 01436

Dears 9(2)(@) le/

Thank you for your email of 3 August 2020 requesting the followmg’\@\he 0] ormation

Act 1982 (the Act):
Could you please provide me the names and locations f@v ealan@dﬁlls both historic
and present, that are considered vulnerable to flood orzs da eby their contents

might reach waterways (rivers, ocean)? This includ h/stor/c ent landfills that are

located close to river or ocean systems.
If you have any visual representations of t %or othe@s that would also be greatly

s 9(2)(a)

appreciated!

The Ministry for the Environment does not ho of all Iand landfills that are considered
vulnerable to floods or other damage that cause ntents to be discharged to rivers or
the marine environment. However, we 3 re of ni Iandfllls that may meet this criteria and
provide the names, locations and im hese Ia at Appendix 1. We have been made aware
of these vulnerable landfills by cour% en e ere are likely other landfills, on which we do
not hold records, which may als nt risk enwronment

The Resource Manageme reqwr al councils to monitor and control discharges of
contaminants to water. T c1|s gmsed the significance of the issues associated with

vulnerable landfills and
prioritise landfills vul
during an extrem sociate Minister for the Environment Hon Eugenie Sage

even
announced, or@ Sepxggﬂg a multiagency response to identify and prioritise vulnerable
landfills.

Envirg anterb@vwronment Southland and West Coast Regional Council, are currently
und%mvestlgat sing a methodology developed, with assistance from the Mlnustry for the

Envirofgent, to i y the at risk landfills within their regions.

e initiat pllot project to develop a methodology to identify and
erosion. Following the erosion of the Fox River Landfill
s

The council at the methodology and the learning of the pilot project will subsequently be
applied by t er regional councils to the vulnerable landfills in their regions. The councils will use
the information to prioritise the landfills for further investigations to determine the remedial or
mitigation measures required to protect these landfills from the effect of climate change. If you seek
further information on a specific landfill please contact the relevant regional councils.

In January 2019, Local Government New Zealand (LGNZ) published its report titled ‘Vulnerable: the
quantum of local government infrastructure exposed to sea level rise’. This report identifies that for
six regional councils a 0.5-metre increase in sea level would potentially compromise the integrity of
110 closed landfills. In terms of active landfills, of these six regional councils, Canterbury and Otago
each have one landfill that may be affected by a 0.5-metre increase in sea level. This report can be



The Ministry for the Environment released the first national climate change risk assessment for New
Zealand on 3 August 2020. This report identifies that vulnerable landfills are a priority for action from
foomt ot mmetenl mmrme e et TR eme e mme B oo d through the  Tellowing  link:

What we need todotorespond to
(BRI L oS R L VN Wi WA R R [ LV Lwry Rl W Ry o L ) '.JG.IL LIS INQLU Al A aGugs Change Adapt|0n Plan| Wh|Ch IS
currently under development and will be published by August 2022.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office, of the Ombudsman of my
decision to withhold information relating to this requect in ~rrardaneas wills ‘asinticn 98774 gfthe Act.
The relevant details can be found on their website at

Please note that due to the public interest in our warl tha Ministry fnr the Environment publishes

responses to requests for official information on ou sihortlywafter the response
has f~~= -~~~ v Mren b~ aries about this, Piease iegiy eelu Gulitaut OUE Executive Relations
team

Yours sincerely

Glenn Wigley
Director, Waste and Resource Efficiency.— Regulatory and Policy



Appendix 1 - Vulnerable landfills

Vulnerable landfills

Wellington

Name Location Regional Council | Territorial Authority | Attachments

Fox Landfill Fox, Westland West Coast Westland District Plan & photos

Old Hector Landfill Hector, Buller West Coast Buller District Plan & photos

Hannah’s Clearing West Coast West Coast Westland District No visuals held

Neil’s Beach Landfill Jackson Bay West Coast Westland District No visuals held

Harihari Old Landfill Harihari West Coast Westland District No visuals held

Sunset Point Landfill Hokitika West Coast Westland District No visuals held

Te Araroa Landfill Gisborne Gisborne District | Gisborne Distri't Photos

Ocean Beach Landfill | Invercargill Environment Invercargill'Civy Plan & photos
Southland

Little Tahiti landfill Milford Sound Environment Southland.District Plan & photos
Southland

Waikaka Stream Gore Environment Gore District Photos

Landfill Southland

Waimumu Stream Mataura Environment Gore Distri‘t Photos

Landfill Southland

Kettle Park Landfill Dunedin Otago Dunedin Cty No visuals held

Kaka Point Landfill Kaka Point Otago C utha District Plan & photos

Te Kaha Landfill Te Kaha Otago Opatiki District Photos

Hampden landfill Hampden Otago Waitaki District Plan & photos

Beach Road Landfills | Kakanui Otago Waitaki District Plan & photos

Kaiaua closed coastal | Kaiaua Waikato Hauraki District No visuals held

landfill (now

remediated)

Manaia former tip Manaia Waikato Thames- No visuals held

site Coromandel District

Otaki'Landfi Otaki Greater Kapiti Coast District | Plan
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Hector Landfill






Ocean Beach Landfill









Little Tahiti landfill



Kaka Point Landfill






Te Kaha Landfill




Hampden landfill



Otaki Landfill



Beach Road Landfills






Waikaka Stream Landfill






Waimumu Stream Landfill
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