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Recommendations 

9. It is recommended that you:

a) Agree to lodge the Cabinet paper (Appendix One) by Thursday
21 March for consideration at ECO Committee on 27 March, followed by
Cabinet on 2 April.

YES / NO 

b) Note that talking points are attached at Appendix Two.

NOTED 

Charlotte Denny 
Director Natural Resources Policy 
Ministry for Primary Industries 

Hon Todd McClay 
Minister of Agriculture 

/        / 2024 

Sam Buckle 
Deputy Secretary Climate Change Mitigation 
and Resource Efficiency 
Ministry for the Environment  

Hon Simon Watts 
Minister of Climate Change 

/        / 2024 
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Appendix One 

Appendix One: Draft Cabinet paper Sub24-0028- Final policy decisions on amending 
the Climate Change Response Act 2002 to repeal agricultural obligations in the New 
Zealand Emissions Trading Scheme 

Final Cabinet paper provided separately as Document 7
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Appendix Two 

Appendix Two: Talking Points 

• We have committed to fair and sustainable pricing of agricultural emissions outside of the
NZ ETS by 2030.

• Removing agriculture from the NZ ETS, via this repeal, is the first step in achieving our
coalition and manifesto priorities in this area.

• It is important to pass legislation by 31 December 2024 to prevent NZ ETS obligations from
coming into effect on 1 January 2025. If we do not amend the legislation by this time,
processors will be required to pay for farm level emissions.

• Announcing this repeal is also an opportunity to signal our future intentions for agricultural
emissions policy. It is important we do this to provide some more certainty for the sector and
other stakeholders – and further demonstrate our commitment to action.

• As part of this, we expect to highlight the following key agricultural emissions actions:
o reviewing the methane science and targets (the review will be announced by 8 April

2024);
o establishing an agricultural emissions reduction advisory board;
o publishing the standardised farm-level methodology;
o commencing measurement of on-farm emissions in 2025, based on the published

methodology;
o investigate options to incentivise the uptake of mitigation technologies;
o
o introducing fair and sustainable system to reduce on-farm emissions, that reduces

emissions without resulting in emissions leakage and sending production overseas.

• We will also take action to tidy up He Waka Eke Noa, which was set up under the previous
Government – as it is time for a fresh start. We will come back to you with more detail on this,
and what we plan to do instead, in due course.

9(2)(f)(iv)




