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Dear
 
 
Thank you for your email of 30 July 2020 requesting the following under the Official Information Act 
1982 (the Act): 

At our meeting with you we discussed MfE providing us with a report on the state of the 
waters within the catchment, the amount of nitrate being discharged over and above the 
one plan and national standards, and how the exemption of the Lake Horowhenua 
catchment would be implemented.   

We also discussed the application by Horizons Regional Council for funding for freshwater 
clean up projects within the Lake Horowhenua catchment, this was something we were 
unaware of and had not been consulted by Horizons. I would be very grateful if you could 
provide me with a copy of the application submitted by Horizons RC, or direct me to where I 
could get a copy if you are unable to do this. 

One last thing, am I able to access information relating to submissions made to the 
proposed NPS-FM particularly those relating to the Horowhenua district. 

The Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) has provided information in scope of your request 
below. 
 

1. Ministry process used to select initial ‘Quick start’ projects from the “Green 
Projects” list  

Assessment Process  
1. Over the period of April and May 2020, regional councils generated a list of 284 projects, with a 

total estimated funding requirement of approximately $2 billion, in response to a request from 
Associate Minister Sage’s “Green Package”. 

2. The projects were jointly assessed by six experts from the Ministry, two experts from the Ministry 
for Primary Industries (MPI), and one expert from Department of Conservation using a weighted 
assessment criteria that prioritised environmental benefits, job creation, and iwi/community 
partnerships. 
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3. A short list of 48 projects was identified, which were the top 25 highest scoring proposals overall, 
top 5 proposals per assessor, and top proposal per region and removing duplicates. Further due 
diligence on these projects was carried out with regional councils and an independent contractor 
to gain greater certainty on: 

a. community and iwi support, including approach to engagement and partnership 
arrangements 

b. number of jobs created in first three months and year 
c. capacity of the organisation to get underway quickly 
d. achievability of co-funding levels  
e. scalability 
f. feedback on local priorities. 

 
2. Horizons Regional Councils – Lake Horowhenua wetlands application 

Please refer to Appendix 1. 
 

3. Trips to Horowhenua 

On 10 June, and again on 24 June, officials from MfE and MPI travelled to Levin to meet with 
representatives of various iwi and hapū with interests in the Horowhenua area. The possibility of 
Government investment as a contribution to improving the health of waterways was raised at those 
meetings, but only in very general terms and no commitments were made. 
 
On 7 July the Minister for the Environment, Hon David Parker, travelled to Levin and met with 
iwi/hapū. At a summit attended by representatives of1 Muaūpoko Tribal Authority, Tamarangi hapū, 
Horizons, Horowhenua District Council, local growers and Horticulture New Zealand, the proposed 
wetland investment was discussed; with the Government having confirmed its commitment to 
making funds available two days earlier. Jon Royguard of Horizons briefed the Summit on the 
proposal and the options being developed in terms of design and location. Hon David Parker made 
it clear that ongoing funding from the Government depended on the project being supported by 
reductions in loads, including from growers and farmers, across the catchment, and the involvement 
of relevant iwi/hapū. 
 

4. Project approval 

The project was reviewed by the Jobs for Nature Reference Group on 25 June 2020, and 
approved by Sustainable Land Use Ministers on 3 July 2020. Funding for the project was 
announced on 5 July 2020. All approved projects can be found at: 
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/funding/jobs-for-nature/funding-for-improving-freshwater  
 
 

5. Project planning phase (Stage 2) 

The project is currently in the project planning phase (Stage 2). The project has some conditions of 
funding identified during the assessment process. One of these is that Horowhenua District Council 
and Iwi groups involved in this project must provide a support letter before the deed is finalised.  
 
                                                      
1 Note Te Runanga o Raukawa was invited but was not represented at the Summit. 
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The Ministry for the Environment will work with Horizons Regional Council to ensure these 
requirements are included in the deed of funding.  
 
Once the conditions of the deed are met, the project will move into a deed of funding. The target 
date for deed of funding being finalised is 15 September 2020. 

 
6. Report on the state of the waters within the catchment 

Please refer to attached report produced by the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI). MPI will publish 
a supporting report within two weeks that provides more detail about how this modelling was done.  
That report is being peer reviewed now.  As soon as it is ready, officials will ensure you get a copy 
of it. In addition, further work will be undertaken to better understand the state of waterbodies across 
the catchment and what is driving the degradation of those waterbodies. This work will form a key 
part of a collaborative work programme aimed at making real improvements in the health of 
waterbodies across the catchment.   

 
7. Submissions made to the proposed NPS-FM 

The summary of submissions on national direction for our essential freshwater can be found here:  
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/sites/default/files/media/Fresh%20water/action-for-healthy-waterways-
summary-of-submissions.pdf 
You can also find a spreadsheet summary and the full submissions from most organisation, councils, 
sector representatives and iwi.  Submissions from “individuals” and other classifications have not 
been published, given privacy concerns and the volume of content that would need to be assessed 
as containing private information. The spreadsheet and submissions can be found here: 
https://www.mfe.govt.nz/consultation/action-for-healthy-waterways  
Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment publishes 
responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly after the response 
has been sent.  If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Executive Relations 
team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
 
Lorena Stephen 
Director Sustainable Land Use Delivery  
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