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From: Glenn Wigley
Sent: Wednesday, 23 January 2019 8:58 am
To: Amanda Moran; Vicky Robertson
Cc: Brian Hallinan
Subject: Fwd: Sensitive issue - GM soy bean discovered
Attachments: New Draft 20190109 Memo to CTO GM soy in Hastings

Morena Amanda and Vicky 

Last night we were informed via EPA, that MPI have discovered some GM soy bean in Hawkes Bay. Detail 
is attached. 

MPI is responsible for enforcement of new organisms part of HSNO. They have briefed Minister OConnor. 
The memo indicates that there is no risk of further contamination. There will be questions hough why the 
lab testing prior to import indicated negative to GM, but subsequent testing indicated positive.  

I have suggested to Brian that the simplest way of informing Minus er Parker and Sage is to ask MPI to 
connect with their office, and for the memo to be forwarded to Minister Parker and Sage for their info. 

Brian will also contact Laute in case any media results - though MPI would be spokesperson. 

Any questions let me know.. 

Glenn 

Sent from my Samsung Galaxy smartphon . 

-------- Original message --- -- 
From: Brian Hallinan Brian.Hallinan@mfe.govt.nz> 
Date: 22/01/19 17:05 (GMT+12:00)  
To: Glenn Wigley <glenn.wigley@mfe.govt.nz>  
Subject: Sensitive issue  

See attached – are you free to chat about it tonight or tomorrow morning? 

From: Stephen Cobb <Stephen.Cobb@epa.govt.nz>  
Sent: Tuesday, 22 January 2019 5:00 PM 
To: Brian Hallinan <Brian.Hallinan@mfe.govt.nz>; Cherie Engelbrecht (EPA) <cherie.engelbrecht@epa.govt.nz> 
Subject: FW: Notification 

Brian, Cherie, 

Min O’Connor has been told about the attached by MPI so it would be prudent for us to make sure Min Parker and 
Sage are informed. Doubt this is suitable for part of our respective weekly updates, can I leave it to you two to agree 
the best way forward? 

Thanks 

s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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Stephen 
  

From:  @mpi.govt.nz]  
Sent: Tuesday, 22 January 2019 3:03 PM 
To: Tim Strabala <Tim.Strabala@epa.govt.nz>; Stephen Cobb <Stephen.Cobb@epa.govt.nz> 
Cc:  @mpi.govt.nz>;  @mpi.govt.nz>;   

@mpi.govt.nz>;  @mpi.govt.nz>;   
@mpi.govt.nz> 

Subject: Notification 
  

Hi Tim and Stephen, 
  
As discussed over the phone please find attached a memo containing key messages and 
background information related to a recent investigation by MPI of soybean in Hast ngs. 
Please, note that there are sensitive information including name of the impor er and the 
offshore laboratory. This information should not be release without prior discussion with 
MPI.  
  
Please, let me know if you require further information. 
Regards, 
  

| Acting Manager Plant Germplasm Imports team 
Plant Imports Group | Plant & Pathways Directorate | Regulation & Assurance Branch  
Ministry for Primary Industries - Manatū Ahu Matua | TSB Bank Tower - Level 8 | 147 Lambton 
Quay | Wellington | New Zealand  

 | Web: 
http://www.mpi.govt.nz 
  
Follow MPI 

 
  
[SEEMAIL] 
  
  

_____________________ ____ _________________ __ ___ ______________________________________________________________ 

This email message and any a tachment(s) is intended sol ly for the addressee(s) 
named above. The information it contains may be classified and may be legally 
privileged. Unauthorised use of the message, o  the information it contains, 
may be unlawful. If you have received this message by mistake please call the 
sender immediately on 64 4 8940100 or not fy us by return email and erase the 
original message and attachments. Tha k you.  
 
The Ministry for Primary Industries acce ts no responsibility for changes 
made to this email or to any atta hments after transmission from the office. 

_______________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________ 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)
(a)s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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(5) As per current requirements determined by the MPI Protocol for Testing for the Presence of Genetically 
Modified Plant Material, which is incorporated by reference into the IHS 155.02.05: Seeds for sowing, all 
lots of soybean seeds for sowing are required to be tested for four different GM elements, including 
glyphosate herbicide tolerance. The required assays (or tests) are outlined in the table below: 

 
Assay Purpose of Assay Pre-

Export 
Result 

Post-
Border 
Re-test 

CaMV 35S promoter A common element extensively used on genetic 
modified constructs.  It is used for detection of 
important GMOs such as glyphosate herbicide 
tolerant soybean and other relevant herbicide 
tolerant events (i.e. glufosinate herbicide tolerant); 

Negative Positive 

FMV 34S promoter or 
EPSPS or equivalent 
assay (MON89788 
event specific) 

Used for the detection of glyphosate herbicide 
tolerance 

Negative Positive 

DP-3Ø5423-1 event 
specific or equivalent 
assay 

A specific event used to detect sulfonylurea 
herbicide tolerance 

Negative Negative 

MON 87701 A specific event used to detect Lepidopteran 
insect resistance 

Negative Negative 

 
A further Optional Assay was provided  as per the table below: 
 

Assay Purpose of Assay Pre-
Export 
Result 

Post-
Border 
Re-test 

SAMS/ALS 
Modification 

Used for the detection of glyphosate herbicide 
tolerance and sulfonylurea herbicide tolerance. 

Negative  Negative 

 
These seeds were tested pre export by one of MPI’s approved lab and the results were negative for all 
required tests. These seeds also arrived with a non- GM Organism (GMO) declaration from the exporter. 
 

Testing 

(6) On 8 January 2019, plant DNA and seeds were sent to the same approved laboratory  to 
undergo tests for glyphosate tolerant soybean.  This also includes the tests required by the IHS 155.02.05: 
Seeds for sowing. Test results have confirmed the presence of glyphosate tolerant soybean for two GM 
elements (as outlined in the table above).  

 
Containment 

(7) To contain the biosecurity issue, the remaining plants that survived the herbicide spraying were dug up 
and deep-buried on the farm site by the Hastings grower, as instructed by the Incursion Investigator on 3 
January 2019. Evidence of the destruction was supplied by the grower. 

(8) The 2 tonne of soybean seed imported by  has been fully accounted for. 
a) The ~800kg of remaining soybean seed has been voluntarily contained by  and is held in 

secure storage in . The unused seeds pose no risk to other crops on the farm or the 

s 9(2)(b)(ii)

s 9(2)(b)(ii)

s 9(2)(b)
(ii)

s 9(2)(b)
(ii)
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surrounding area. A decision is still to be made on what to do with the unplanted seeds. The importer 
will be given the options of re-shipment or destruction. 

b) ~1200 kg of seed was planted out and all surviving plants after the glyphosate treatment were deep 
buried. 

 
Imports Requirements 

(9) MPI is the enforcement agency for the new organisms’ provisions of the Hazardous Substances and New 
Organisms (HSNO) Act 1996. New organisms, including GMOs, need to be approved by the 
Environmental Protection Authority before they can be legally imported or grown in New Zealand. The 
EPA has not approved the importation or growing any GM soybean crops in New Zealand. 

(10) Seeds and plants imported for planting into New Zealand must meet the phytosanitary requirements 
detailed in the MPI Import Health Standard (IHS): 155.02.05: Seeds for Sowing – 
http://www.mpi.govt.nz/documentvault/1151 and 155.02.06: Importation of Nursery Stock - 
https://www.mpi.govt.nz/document-vault/1152  

(11) MPI enforces the HSNO Act at the border, requiring seed lots imported for sowing to be tested before they 
are exported from the country of export, for the presence of unapproved GM seeds   

(12) The MPI Protocol for Testing for the Presence of Genetically Modified Plant Material applies to New 
Zealand importers of seed for sowing of the following crops: maize, sweetcorn, soybean, oilseed rape, 
lucerne/alfalfa, squash, cotton, petunia and flaxseed/linseed. It also appli s to importers of specific 
species listed in the nursery stock standard. 

(13) Seed and nursery stock importers must take appropriate precautions to ensure consignments of seed for 
sowing and nursery stock do not contain unapproved GM plant material. Such precautions might include 
purchasing seed or plants which have been produced under a quality assurance system, such as field 
isolation and other production management practices, and testing to exclude GM presence through the 
production chain. 

(14) For seed, the MPI Protocol ensures a 95% level of confidence that the inadvertent presence of 1 GM seed 
in 1,000 seeds (0.1%) will be detected in the final sample tested. An accurate test method minimises the 
likelihood of unapproved GM plants being released into the environment. Seed testing helps manage the 
risk of unapproved GM seeds but can only guarantee absence of GM seeds up to a certain confidence 
level. Very low levels of GM seeds can be present in a seed lot as a result of accidental cross-pollination 
or admixture during field production, transport and cleaning processes. 
 

Volume of imports 

(15) Initial tracing shows tha  since 2016, only seven consignments of soybeans are recorded to have been 
imported into New Zealand for the purpose of sowing.  

(16) Only two imports, including the contaminated consignment were imported in 2018. In the case of the 
second one, the volume is only of 20kg and from a different supplier. There is no reason to suspect that 
this consignment is contaminated but MPI will follow up to ensure the consignment’s fate is known.  
 

 

(17) MPI currently have four approved laboratories for the DNA extraction and testing for unapproved 
genetically modified events. The seeds were tested pre-export and post-border by the same laboratory, 

.  

(18) Audits are seen as a proactive tool to identify and manage risk, assist in continual improvement, and 
encourage communication between the accredited laboratories and MPI.  

s 9(2)(b)(ii)

s 9(2)(b)(ii)
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