
20-D-00389

Dear 

On Friday 6 March 2020 you emailed the Ministry of Transport requesting 38 briefings under the 
Official Information Act 1982 (the Act).  

On Monday 9 March 2020, the Ministry of Transport partially transferred your request for the 
document; December 2019 update on the National Policy Statement on Urban Development to the 
Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) under section 14(b)(i) of the Act as this briefing was not 
held by the Ministry of Transport. 

This document was jointly prepared by the Ministry for the Environment and the Ministry for 
Housing and Urban Development and is partially released to you. 

This document is partially released to you with some information withheld under the following 
sections:  

• 9(2)(a) to protect the privacy of natural persons

• 9(2)(f)(iv) to maintain the constitutional convention protecting the confidentiality of advice
tendered by Ministers and officials where the release of the advice would prejudice the
orderly and effective conduct of government decision making processes

• section 18(d) as the requested information will soon be publicly available. The Summary
of Submissions of the National Policy Statement on Urban Development will be released
within the next four weeks.

In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding of this 
information is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to make the 
information available in the public interest. 

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decision to withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the 
Act. The relevant details can be found on their website at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.   

Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment publishes 
responses to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly after the response 
has been sent. If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Executive 
Relations team: ministerials@mfe.govt.nz. 

Yours sincerely 

Lesley Baddon 
Director, Natural and Built Systems 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



Rele
as

ed
 un

de
r th

e p
rov

isio
ns

 of
 th

e O
ffic

ial
 In

for
mati

on
 Act 

19
82



49. Submitters perceived particular tensions between growth "out" under the NPS-UD and the
protection of highly productive land under the NPS-HPL, and conflicting approaches to
stream diversion and culverting under the NPS-UD and the Essential Freshwater package.

50. Submitters also asked if certain parts of the policy could be used to align the national
direction, including the process of developing FDSs or references to features such as water
quality or indigenous biodiversity in the quality urban environment policy.

51. Officials across the relevant work programmes are working to identify interactions between
the pieces of national direction, such as where they may constrain urban growth. We are also
looking to arrange for Minister O'Connor to attend the relevant meeting in February which will
include how urban areas grow out (Meeting Three).

52. The UGA meeting agenda on 17 December will include a noting item on the NPS-UD, which
is a short update on the summary of submissions.

53. If you agree to meet, officials will organise a series of meetings with you in February to
discuss key policy areas. We propose the following the following agendas:

a. Meeting One: overview of the Technical Advisory Panel process and quality urban
environments policy

b. Meeting Two: intensification, amenity and Maori engagement policies

c. Meeting Three: Future Development Strategies, Housing and Business Development
Capacity Assessments, providing for further greenfield development and enabling
opportunities for development policies

d. Meeting Four: car parking policy, further directive intervention and implementation

54. We also propose that Minister O'Connor should be invited to attend the meeting on how
urban areas grow out (Meeting Three) and that Minister Genter be invited to attend the
meeting on carparking (Meeting Four).

55. Further next steps and expected timelines for the development of the NPS-UD can be found
in Annex A.

Annexes 

56. Annex A: Expected Timelines for the Development of the NPS-UD

57. Annex B: Draft Summary of Submissions Report

In Confidence - BRF19/20110512 - 2019-B-06275 
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