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Oceana Gold (New Zealand) Ltd 
(Incorporated in New Zealand 
NZBN 9429 0377 53023) 

22 Maclaggan Street 
Dunedin, 9016 
New Zealand 

PO Box 5442 
Dunedin, 9058 
New Zealand 

Telephone:  64 3 479 2922 
Facsimile:    64 3 477 6708 
Website: www.oceanagold.com 

25th June 2019 

Hon. David Parker  
Minister for the Environment 
Freepost PO Box 18 888 
Parliament Buildings 
Wellington 6160 

And by email: david.parker@parliament.govt.nz 

Dear Minister 

RE: NPS for Indigenous Biodiversity 

I refer to the current work being done by Government to replace the out-dated national Biodiversity Strategy 
and to introduce a new NPS for Indigenous Biodiversity. Ensuring better and more consistent management of 
New Zealand’s biodiversity is important work, which OceanaGold fully supports. 

Some initial policy drafting was completed by the Biodiversity Collaborative Group (BCG) in its report of 
October 2018. We wish to bring to your attention some concerns we have with that initial drafting ahead of 
formal consultation on the proposed NPS, which we understand is imminent. Specifically, while the report 
represents a large commitment of time and resources by various experts and representatives of biodiversity 
and land use sectors, its policy proposals have failed to include express provision for minerals land uses other 
than the extraction of minerals and gravel for the domestic market. We do not understand the reason for this 
omission. 

Dealing differently with the effects of mineral development, depending on whether the minerals are processed 
and used domestically or whether they are exported, is not consistent with the underlying effects-based 
philosophy of the Resource Management Act as it stands and is not reflective of any existing Government 
policy that we are aware of  There have been no signals to date that domestic consumption will be favoured 
over exports in the upcoming national Minerals Strategy consultation, also due for release imminently. We 
would expect any proposal that treats exported minerals less favourably would significantly disincentivise 
exploration and development of the “green” minerals sector, which is contrary to what we understand will be 
one of the aims of the strategy. Nor has the government signalled that the contemplated changes to the 
Resource Management Act that are planned over the next few years will herald a move away from exports 
towards favouring production for domestic consumption. Ultimately effects on biodiversity values are 
experienced regardless of whether developments are for domestic or export markets. 

This suggested change in policy direction may be due to the absence of extractives industry representatives 
in the BCG.1 Other forms of primary production, and other important land uses, have been acknowledged. 
These include forestry, pastoral and urban land uses, and significant infrastructure (including hydro and 
geothermal power generation), along with non-export minerals. We can surmise that the importance of 
domestic uses for aggregate and coal, the users of which had some representation within the BCG, have 
ensured coverage for those minerals in the draft policies. Otherwise, the policies effectively rule out any future 

1Representation for extractives was confined to some very early involvement by Straterra’s policy expert.  He (appropriately) left the 
BCG when he moved to employment within MBIE and there was no replacement made on the BCG. 
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2 

2. Updates for noting

1.1. Oceana Gold

The Ministry for the Environment (the Ministry) have received a letter from Oceana Gold

Ltd to Minister Parker requesting a meeting about gold mining and the draft National

Policy Statement for Indigenous Biodiversity (NPSIB) from the Biodiversity Collaborative

Group (BCG).

We think it is appropriate that officials from the Ministry and the Department o

Conservation working on the draft NPSIB meet with Oceana Gold Ltd in the first

instance, as a member of this industry.

The proposed NPSIB that we will publicly consult on, while broadly consistent with the

BCG draft, will include some policy revisions.  Since the BCG delivered its report to

Minister Mahuta in October 2018, officials have undertaken further analysis and testing

of the draft NPSIB. This includes analysis of the areas of concern raised by Oceana

Gold Ltd.
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From:
To: Cameron Loader
Subject: FW: Oceana Gold notes to send
Date: Monday, 9 December 2019 12:39:39 PM
Attachments: image001.gif

FYI – notes from Oceana meeting

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 15 August 2019 11:23 a.m.
To: Sean Cooper <scooper@doc.govt.nz>
Subject: Oceana Gold notes to send

Hi Sean,

Looks like we have only  email address from Oceana Gold Ltd: 
As discussed, would you be able to send  the notes from the meeting we had with them (copied again
below). I recall you saying you also wanted to invite them to the NZBS west coast focus group?

Thanks,

Meeting with Oceana Gold Ltd on NPSIB

Oceana Gold Ltd key concerns with BCG draft NPSIB:

Mining always locationally constrained. While underground mining preferred due to reduced environmental
effects, not always feasible. Open cast mining will result in unavoidable adverse effects on biodiversity.
Mining footprints will often include pockets of high biodiversity value. I  is n t possible to avoid all adverse
effects to these.
Full effects management hierarchy should be available. Not just in Medium-SNAs. Very difficult/impossible
to avoid BCG’s list of adverse effects (policy 6) in High SNAs. Very small chance you can affect a Medium SNA
and not affect a High SNA (particularly with regards to the representativeness criteria). Biodiversity offsets
and compensation should be available as this enable  management flexibility and net benefit for
biodiversity.
Expanding the exemption (policy 7) within Medium SNAs to all mining and aggregate extraction positive.
The RIS and/or S32 should consider the impa t of the High/Medium Split on the mining industry.
Might still be able to propose an activity in line with the objective to maintain indigenous biodiversity that
might not comply with policy 6/7.

Actions:
Oceana Gold Ltd to send through a case-study (next 2 weeks) to illustrate how BCG draft NPSIB would affect
current/future operations
DOC/MFE to consider u e of case-study in advice to Minister and/or as part of public consultation.
DOC to invite Oceana Gold Ltd to West Coast Focus Group for NZ Biodiversity Strategy.

From: Heidi Irion <He di.Irion@mfe.govt.nz> 
Sent: Thursday, 15 August 2019 11:18 a.m.
To: 
Subject: FW: OceanaGold meeting with MfE and DOC - 23 July - NPS Indigenous Biodiversity

Hi 

Here are contacts from Oceana Gold,

Cheers
Heidi

From:  
Sent: Thursday, 4 July 2019 4:08 PM
To: Heidi Irion <Heidi.Irion@mfe.govt.nz>
Cc: 
Subject: OceanaGold meeting with MfE and DOC - 23 July - NPS Indigenous Biodiversity

s 9(2)(a) s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(g)(ii)

s 9(2)(g)(ii)

s 9(2)(g)(ii)

s 9(2)(g)(i )

s 9(2)(g)(ii)
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OUR VALUES  RESPECT  INTEGRITY  TEAMWORK  INNOVATION  ACTION  ACCOUNTABILITY

Dear Heidi
 

 is in a Board meeting today and has asked me to send you the following proposed agenda for the meeting
scheduled for 23 July 10-11am between OceanaGold and MfE and DOC officials.
 
Proposed agenda topics for meeting re NPS Indigenous Biodiversity (NPSIB)
 

Explanation of OceanaGold’s operations and biodiversity initiatives
Biodiversity Collaborative Group (BCG) policy drafting

No express provision for minerals land uses other than the extraction of minerals and gravels for the
domestic market – where do minerals developments with exported minerals fit in?

The effects-based application of the NPSIB policy (i.e. consistency based on effects, including effects on
section 7 values)
The avoid-remedy-mitigate cascade, and off-site mitigation / off-setting / environmental compensation
where residual effects cannot be avoided;  the Proposed Otago Regional Policy Statement example
The application of the significance criteria in the NPSIB – how will the criteria be applied? Is it intended that
all indigenous biodiversity is significant? Are the policies intended to rule out any future mining
development on private land where there is any indigenous biodiversity value?
The draft NPSIB mining policy

 
We would be pleased to receive a final agenda from you in advance of the meeting.
 
Heidi you mentioned that DOC is currently revising the policy around mining. Would it be possible for the drafting
to be shared with us before the meeting, in the strictest confidence of course, so that we can con tru tively
discuss it when we meet?
 
Regards

P Please consider the environment before printing this e-mail

OceanaGold Corporation is a low-cost, mid-tier, multinational gold producer with significant operating and development experience. The Company owns a
suite of high quality assets in the Philippines, New Zealand and he United States and is publicly listed on the Toronto and Australian stock exchanges under
the trading symbol OGC.

This email is intended only for the person to whom it is address d and may contain confidential or legally privileged material. It is also subject to copyright. If you have
received it in error, confidentiality and privilege are not waived and you must not disclose or use the information in it. Please notify the sender by return email and delete it
from your system. Any personal information in this email must e handled in accordance with relevant privacy laws. OceanaGold Corporation accepts no liability for the
content of this email, or for the consequences of any ctions taken on the basis of the information provided. Any views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of
the author and do not necessarily represent those of he company. 

*WARNING: Although the company has taken re sonable precautions to ensure no viruses are present in this email, the company cannot accept responsibility for any loss or
damage arising from the use of this email or att chments.

 
 
This email is intended only for the person to which it is addressed and may contain confidential or legally
privileged material. Any dissemination or other use of or taking of any action in reliance upon the content
of this email by persons other than the intended recipient is prohibited. If you received this in error, please
contact th  sender and delete the email from any computer. Opinions and other information in this email
that do n t relate to the business of my employer are not given nor endorsed by it. Unencrypted email is not
secure and may not be authentic. If you have any doubts as to the contents please telephone to confirm.
Oceana Gold Corporation and its related entities accept no responsibility for changes made to this email or
its attachments after transmission from Oceana Gold Corporation and its related entities and do not
guarantee that this email or attachments are virus or error free.

*********************************************************************************************

 

Please Note: The information contained in this e-mail message and any attached files may be confid*ential information, and may also be the
subject of legal professional privilege. t is not necessarily the official view of the Ministry for the Environment. If you are not the intended
recipient, any use, disclosure or copying of this e-mail is unauthorised. If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify us immediately by
reply e-mail and delete the original. Thank you.

 

*********************************************************************************************

 

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)

s 9(2)(a)
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Caution - This message and accompanying data may contain information that is confidential or subject
to legal privilege. If you are not the intended recipient you are notified that any use, dissemination,
distribution or copying of this message or data is prohibited. If you received this email in error, please
notify us immediately and erase all copies of the message and attachments. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Thank you.
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