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Thank you for your email of 8 October 2019 requesting information under th Ma; Info

(the Act) from Hon Chris Faafoi as Minister for Broadcasting, Communlcatl Digital. h‘g A) and (B)

of your request were transferred to the Ministry for the Environment (t esponse.

You have requested:
Information to show:

limits in many other countr/es for example. Chin icrov S, cm2 Russia 10 microwatts/cm2,
Italy 10 microwatts/cm2, France 10 m watts/cm2, Rolénd 10 microwatts/cm2, Hungary 10

The Ministry has identified seven docm s '> ur request, two relate to Part A of your request
and five relate to Part B. These a in the& d table. Please note that these documents are or
soon will be publicly avallableEEe e th lined under section 18(d) of the Act.

Part (A)

r reques ave interpreted ‘RFEMR’ to mean radio frequency fields and
ean the allowable permitted exposure level under the National
unications Facilities 2016 (NESTF 2016).

With regard to Part

lowable permitted exposure level that is an offence to breach. However,

6 acilities that generate radio frequency fields must be installed and operated in

accordance w |th aland Standard NZS 2772.1:1999 Radiofrequency fields — Maximum exposure levels
-3 kHzto 3 he NZS). Italso requires the facility operator to provide information to show compliance
with the N ese requirements are not met, a higher level of resource consent is required which has to

meet more tests

Your request also refers to the maximum permitted exposure limit expressed in “microwatts/cm2”. The NZS
does not refer to one “maximum permitted exposure limit” but instead has many aspects with which
compliance is required — and for a number of different circumstances.



The limits in the NZS are explained in the National guidelines for managing the effects of radio transmitters

which are publicly available at the following web address: https://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/national-
guidelines-managing-effects-radio-frequency-transmitters

The Ministry cannot provide you with a copy of the NZS, as this is subject to copyright. You cap purchase
them from Standards New Zealand at the following web address:
https://shop.standards.govt.nz/catalog/2772.1%3A1999%28NZ5%29/view/.

Part (B)

The exposure limits in the NZS are based on guidelines published by the Internatiénal,Commission’oh Non-
lonizing Radiation Protection (the Commission). The Commission reaffirmed.the international guidelines’
validity in 2009. In December 2017, the Commission publicly stated that the“large degree‘ef precaution in
the 1998 guidelines means they remain protective for current day exposure scenarios,

The Interagency Committee on the Health Effects of Non-ionising Fields: Report to Ministefs 2018 confirmed
that “the findings of recent research do not cause the Committee to considémthat-current policies and
recommendations should be changed”.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the, Office of the Ombudsman of my decision to
withhold information relating to this request, in accordaftce with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details
can be found on their website at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz

Please note that due to the public interest in our'work the Ministry for the Environment publishes responses
to requests for official information on our©IA résponses page shortly after the response has been sent.

If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Executive Relations team via
ministerials@mfe.govt.nz

Yours sincerely

Jo Gascoigne =y

Director — Natural afig Built System
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