Miniviry Jor the
@ Environment
Manats Mo Te Talao

PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143
Website: www.mfe.govt.nz
Freephone: 0800 499 700

4 November 2019
s9(2)(@) 19-D-02300

Newshub

s 9(2)(a) @mediaworks.co.nz

Dear S 9(2)(@)

Thank you for your email of 4 October 2019 requesting the following @ndér the Official Inférmation Act 1982
(the Act):

Can you please tell me if Pornhub.com has been visited bystaff at the Minjstry between August 2018
and August 2019. Please provide the number of times staff haveNaccessed, attempted to access or
been blocked from accessing the site.

Please include a breakdown of the numbe, of times it was yisitedband the number of times an attempt
was blocked by month.

Please also include details of othehsites staff haveattempted to access that have been blocked
including site names, dates and.aumber of attermpts.

Access to the Ministry’s IT and communieations syStems are provided for business use. While limited personal
use of the internet and emailjs acceptable, IT afit communications facilities are provided for staff to carry
out the work for which they gre.employed. Staff,are expected to use IT and communications facilities in a
responsible manner, in aceoydance with the Ministry’s Standards for Integrity and Conduct policy, the laws
of New Zealand and the-Public Service Code of Conduct.

The Ministry has effegtive security/€6nteols in place that block staff from visiting sites that are deemed to be
unacceptable. Alhpéw staff 16 the ‘Ministry undertake induction training which sets out acceptable use of
Ministry information technologinand communications facilities. This includes contractors, fixed term and
permanent staff:

Ongoing education sessions, security reminders and monitoring is undertaken by the Ministry to ensure that
all staffare aware @ftheir obligations when using and/or accessing IT and communications facilities provided
by the Ministrf

Further information relating to the use of IT and communications facilities provided by the Ministry to staff,
is contained in the Use of Information and Technology and Communications policy. Extracts of this policy are
attached as Appendix One.

Pornhub.com was not accessed by staff during the time period specified in your request. Therefore this
aspect of your request is refused under section 18 (e) of the Act, as the information requested does not exist.

Details of other blocked sites that staff attempted to access, including site names, dates and number of
attempts is attached as Appendix Two. There are many reasons that some of these sites would be in this list,
some sites have been visited for the purpose of testing our security software, genuine business need or as



the result of website redirects. The Ministry retains browsing logs for 90 day periods and this is the
information that has been provided to you. The period covered is the 90 days prior to 25 October 2019.

You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my decision to
withhold information relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act.

The relevant details can be found on their website at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.

Please note that due to the public interest in our work the Ministry for the Environment publishes résponses
to requests for official information on our OIA responses page shortly after the response has beensent,

If you have any queries about this, please feel free to contact our Executive Relations team.

Yours sincerely
7

"

7

Mike Porter
Chief Information Officer



Appendix One

Extracts from the ‘Use of Information and Technology and Communications policy’

Ministry staff are expected to use information technology (IT) and communications facilities in a
responsible manner, in line with the Standards for Integrity and Conduct.

Access to the Ministry’s IT and communications systems are provided for business useWhile limited
personal use of the internet and email is acceptable, this is monitored to ensure”internet content
viewed is appropriate and staff are efficient and effective at work.

IT and communications facilities are provided for staff to carry out the wark for which they are
employed. Staff are expected to use IT and communications facilities n a‘responsible manner, in
line with the laws of New Zealand, the Public Service Code of Cond{ict

Limited personal use of IT and communications facilities is allowed, but this should be regarded
as a privilege and not a right.



Appendix Two

Blocked sites where there were attempts to access by staff during the 90 day period prior to 25

October 2019.
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Site Name Number of attempts
diffordsguide.com 4
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Site Name Number of attempfs

nightlife.co.nz ' 1
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exchange.com 7
ortshbar.com 1
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viewwellington.co.nz 1
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Site Name

Number of attempts

virginwines.co.uk

visitvestsjaelland.dk

vivino.com
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wineguy.co.nz

winenews.it

winenz.com
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winespectator.com
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Site Name Number of atté;npts
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Site Name Number of attempts
gloovids.com 27

google.co.nz 12

google.com 4273
imtranslator.net 3 (&
lingojam.com 2 &>
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weatherhq.in s‘x\v 3
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Site Name Number of attempts
lapua.com 4

ivor.co.n; 1
pewpewtactical.com 1 '
powdersafe.com.au 1 ("\
pyramydair.com 3






