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National Resource Recovery (NRR) – Industry Feedback Group Meeting 

Workshop held at Ministry for the Environment, Wellington on 7 March 2019 

Opening statement and 45 minute round table discussion led by Associate Minster for the 

Environment, Eugene Sage  

Meeting Chair: George Fietje (Auckland Council) 

Meeting facilitator: Nigel Clarke (MfE) 

Ministry Attendees: Penny Race (Minister’s Secretary); Shaun Lewis (MfE) Hinemoa Awatere (MfE); 

Nigel Clarke (MfE); Roderick Boys (MfE) 

Workshop Attendees: George Fietje (Auckland Council), Matthew Hitchings (OJI), Adele Rose (Glass 

Packaging Forum), Ken Sowman (Plastics NZ), Graham Christian (Smart Environmen al), Nick Baker 

(Visy), David Howie (Waste Management), Sue Coutts (Zero Waste Network)  Ray Lambert (Northland 

Waste), Craig Downie (EcoCentral), Alec McNeil (Marlborough District Council), Cathryn Taylor 

(Tauranga City Council) 

Apologies: 

Trevor Munroe (scrap Metal Recycling Association), Glen Jones (EnviroNZ) 

Summary: Industry Feedback Group 

 Industry stakeholder group is supportive of NRR work programme, and are willing to be actively
involved with the implementation and delivery of the work programme. Pending the NRR work
programme recommendations and direction, there is support for taking a collaborative
approach to develop, and investing in, an improved recycling system.

 Strong support for establishment of an NRR Governance Group (Industry and Councils) to help
drive the programme forward, with project specific working groups (subject matter experts) to
provide detailed input as required. Supportive of including other industry and council
representatives for w der input and consultation feedback.

 Request government provides “clear signalling” and direction with “statements of intent” on
any planned r gulatory interventions. Industry requests “clarity on where the whole system is
heading”.

 Request consideration of a “what’s going on in our sector” web-page so that all can access the
latest information and be informed about progress (potentially hosted by WasteMINZ).

 

 Recommend that any regulatory change options be well researched and understood in terms of 
impacts on the existing resource recovery infrastructure, including kerbside services.   

 Note risk of NRR work programme taking too long, with increasing numbers of collectors not
collecting plastics 3-7.International markets for mixed paper may change again, with US plants
being reinstated.

s9(2)(f)(iv)
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 Note other industry and government initiatives and research by ensuring the NRR work
programme recognises and compliments these.

 Note risk that the supply of some packaging materials will remain relatively unchanged in the
absence of regulatory intervention.

 The Industry stakeholder group also provided detailed feedback on the NRR actions and this has
been incorporated into the action scope summaries. Particular emphasis was made throughout
on the need to understand the market dynamics within all of the actions, as failure to do so
presents a significant risk for the future investment approach.
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