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PFAS Working Group Meeting Action Points, 10 April 2019 - excerpt document 

2. Update from agencies

a. Councils

Marlborough: in the process of finalising a long-term monitoring programme. 

Horizons: awaiting outcome of NZDF Ohakea comprehensive site investigation report. Will be 

catching up with Rob Owen from NZDF to discuss in more detail. 

Auckland: council staff member queried what the situation was with the landfill and waste water 

work – Bruce advised Auckland Council that this area of work is being considered by the HEPA, so 

MfE have taken a step back and are instead working through the national chemical working group 

process. 

b. EPA: investigation report published last week, no media follow-up has been received

confirmed that all sites investigated are listed in the report. The report concentrated on PFOS foams

advised that foams with PFOA derivatives are not non-compliant exc pt where they also

contain PFOS which were captured in the investigation. 

Working Group queried whether vessels which are not New Zealand registered are captured:

advised that legal advice would need to be taken on how compliance in that area is carried out but 

that there may be foreign ships in New Zealand waters with PFOS foam on board (as the ban is not 

global). Maritime New Zealand should be able to advise further. 

EPA are preparing a discussion document regarding the proposal to update the firefighting chemicals 

group standard. It is anticipated that this document will be available for consultation by June 2019. 

The next meeting of the Stockholm Convention is coming up, and will including the listing of PFOA. 

advised that there is a staged phase out approach provision available in HSNO*. It was noted 

that identification between fluorinated and non-fluorinated foams is more relevant than 

identification between C6 and C8 foams. advised that greater awareness surrounds PFAS now, 

so communication/ notifications on any further prohibitions will have a wider coverage/ audience. 

f. NZDF: Ohakea comprehensive site investigation report not yet finalised, NZDF will provide an

update at the next Working Group meeting (8 May 2019). Some challenges with terminology

consistency encountered.

*The text in the minutes is provided as is, however please note the correction in the covering letter in

relation to this sentence.
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PFAS Working Group Meeting Action Points, 8 May 2019 - excerpt document 

2. Update from agencies

a. Councils

Auckland: 

No update available regarding Auckland airport. 

Marlborough: MDC are in discussion with NZDF regarding installing 1 or 2 monitoring bores located 

down hydrological gradient from the base. Exact location and number of bores yet to be agreed. This 

will form part of Marlborough Councils long-term monitoring programme. 

b. EPA: representative not present.

f. NZDF: NZDF met with Horizons to discuss the draft Ohakea CSI* report. The next step for NZDF is

to brief the Minister of Defence. The Waitemata Story Report is nearing completion and may

possibly be available before the Ohakea and Woodbourne CSIRs**. NZDF have been working with

MfE and the Manawatu DC on the progress of a possible Ohakea Community Water Scheme.

*Comprehensive Site Investigation

**Comprehensive Site Investigations Reports 

s 9(2)(g)(i)
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