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think there is anyone in the Auckland office that should/could attend?  A DOC private secretary
(Henley) is accompanying her for the day as she has a number of conservation meetings as well.
 
 
Ngā mihi
 
Penny Race | Private Secretary (Associate Environment)| Office of Hon Eugenie Sage
Minister for Land Information | Minister of Conservation | Associate Minister for the
Environment
Level 6R | Bowen House | Wellington 6160
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From: Hinemoa Awatere [mailto:Hinemoa.Awatere@mfe.govt.nz] 
Sent: Wednesday, 23 January 2019 4:46 PM
To: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Shaun Lewis <Shaun.Lewis@mfe.govt.nz>; Andrew Needham
<Andrew.Needham@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: FW: Minister Sage meeting with Rachel Brown, CEO and James Griffin, General Manager
of SBN
 
Kia ora Penny,
 
Andrew Needham is able to attend the meeting between Minister Sage and SBN on 31 January
as he will be in Auckland that day for WMF meetings.
 
Hinemoa Awatere
Manager, Hono Tātaki – Resource Efficiency & Innovation
 
Ministry for the Environment – Manatu Mō Te Taiao
Mob: +64 22 076 4653   Website: www mfe.govt nz      
23 Kate Sheppard Place, PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143
 

From: Andrew Needham <Andrew.Needham@mfe govt.nz> 
Sent: Wednesday, 23 January 2019 4:44 PM
To: Hinemoa Awatere <Hinemoa.Awatere@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Minister Sage meeting with Rachel Brown, CEO and James Griffin, General Manager
of SBN
 
Kia ore Hinemoa,
 
Tanisha and I can attend as we have planned meetings with several WMF funding recipient’s that
day.
 
Ngā mihi,
 
Andrew
 
Andrew Needham – Senior Investment Manager, Hono Tātaki – Resource Efficiency and
Innovation
Ministry for the Environment – Manatū Mō Te Taiao

  Email: andrew.needham@mfe.govt.nz Website: www.mfe.govt.nz  
23 Kate Sheppard Place, Thorndon, Wellington 6143
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From: Hinemoa Awatere
To: Penny Race (Parliament)
Cc: Tanisha Vithal
Subject: RE: SBN Meeting note
Date: Tuesday, 29 January 2019 3:16:22 PM
Attachments: image001.jpg

Ka pai,

Hinemoa Awatere
Manager, Hono Tātaki – Resource Efficiency & Innovation

Ministry for the Environment – Manatu Mō Te Taiao
Mob: +64 22 076 4653   Website: www mfe.govt nz      
23 Kate Sheppard Place, PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143

From: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Tuesday, 29 January 2019 3:15 PM
To: Hinemoa Awatere <Hinemoa.Awatere@mfe.govt.nz>
Cc: Tanisha Vithal <Tanisha.Vithal@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: SBN Meeting note

Kia ora Hinemoa

All fine – I haven’t heard back from her as to whether here was anything specific she wanted to
raise in relation to the SBN  report…

From: Hinemoa Awatere [mailto:Hinemoa.Awatere@mfe.govt.nz] 
Sent: Tuesday, 29 January 2019 3 13 PM
To: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Tanisha Vithal <Tanisha Vithal@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: SBN Meeting note
Importance: High

Kia ora Penny

We’d like to deliver this tomorrow morning please – today is too tight because of other
priorities,

Hinemoa Awatere
Manager, Hono Tātaki – Resource Efficiency & Innovation

Ministry for the Environment – Manatu Mō Te Taiao
Mob: +64 22 076 4653   Website: www mfe.govt nz      
23 Kate Sheppard Place, PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143
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From: Tanisha Vithal
To: Meg Larken
Subject: Meeting note - SBN and Minister meeting 31 Jan
Date: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 10:25:00 AM

Hi Meg,

Can you please review this meeting note? This has to go over to the office asap.
This has been peer reviewed by Marianna.

Meeting Note - Min. Sage + SBN - Thurs 31st Jan.docx
https://tepuna.mfe.govt.nz/otcs/cs.dll/link/11507142

Cheers,
Tanisha
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From: Penny Race
To: Meg Larken
Cc: Tanisha Vithal
Subject: RE: Meeting Note - Min. Sage and SBN - Thurs 31st Jan
Date: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 12:57:41 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Great many thanks both

From: Meg Larken [mailto:Meg.Larken@mfe.govt.nz] 
Sent: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 11:30 AM
To: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Tanisha Vithal <Tanisha.Vithal@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: Meeting Note - Min. Sage and SBN - Thurs 31st Jan

Hi Penny,

Please see attached, meeting note for tomorrow.

Meg Larken, Senior Policy Analyst, Hono Tātaki – Resource Efficiency and Innovation
Mana Honohono – Investments and Partnerships
Ministry for the Environment – Manatu Mō Te Taiao

  Email: meg.larken@mfe.govt.nz Website: www.mfe.govt.nz  
23 Kate Sheppard Place, Thorndon, Wellington 6143
MfE_logo
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From: Penny Race
To: Meg Larken
Cc: Tanisha Vithal
Subject: RE: Meeting Note - Min. Sage and SBN - Thurs 31st Jan
Date: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 2:25:40 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Yep – lucky I had time to read it!

From: Meg Larken [mailto:Meg.Larken@mfe.govt.nz] 
Sent: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 2:20 PM
To: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Tanisha Vithal <Tanisha.Vithal@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Meeting Note - Min. Sage and SBN - Thurs 31st Jan

Dam you autocorrect! J
Did you pick it up before it went to the Minister?
Meg

From: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 2:10 PM
To: Meg Larken <Meg.Larken@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: RE: Meeting Note - Min. Sage and SBN - Thurs 31st Jan

FYI – the Chief Scientist is Juliet Gerrard J

From: Meg Larken [mailto:Meg.Larken@mfe.govt.nz] 
Sent: Wednesday, 30 January 2019 11:30 AM
To: Penny Race <Penny.Race@parliament.govt.nz>
Cc: Tanisha Vithal <Tanisha.Vithal@mfe.govt.nz>
Subject: Meeting Note - Min  Sage and SBN - Thurs 31st Jan

Hi Penny,

Please see attached, meeting note for tomorrow.

Meg Larken, Senior Policy Analyst, Hono Tātaki – Resource Efficiency and Innovation
Mana Honohono – Investments and Partnerships
Ministry for the Environment – Manatu Mō Te Taiao

  Email: meg.larken@mfe.govt.nz Website: www.mfe.govt.nz  
23 Kate Sheppard Place, Thorndon, Wellington 6143
MfE_logo
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Released under the Official Information Act



Typed Notes for OIA request Sustainable Business Network 
(SBN) and Minister Sage Meeting (19-D-00719) 

SBN Overview of Company 

• Circular Economy Accelerator – the purpose is to connect
o Low carbon economy combined with circular economy

• Currently have 608 members, which was a 25% increase in growth since 2017. Aim to have
700 members by the end of 2019.

• Minister suggested to SBN to do a presentation to Plastics NZ
• There is a “Natural” presentation/conference which is held in March. SBN to talk to this, but

the Minister could also potentially talk to this? This conference is quite big and diverse.
• First step for SBN = story telling. Need to build up a few more NZ stories first (relevant to

international search to NZ). Multinationals usually use NZ as a test bed first; they do not
usually generate the IP here in NZ first. There is still a big opportunity here.

• If base this in NZ first, this will drive up investment.
• Richard Branson = B-team (???)
• (“Good for the planet, not good for businesses”.)
• Want to create a link with climate change, however businesses do not see this as an

economic opportunity, they only see it as a ‘good thing to do’.
• Tangible initiative – GolfX = innovation to clean up the Hauraki Gulf. This is related to all

waste streams. Obtained 3 years funding from “Foundation North” (Gift Fund). Will cost
~$300k per year1. Will be announce this on 28th February.

• SBN Presentation – 28th August?
• Darrel Harrison

Food Waste 

• Ellen MacArthur Foundation (EMF) are currently working on a food waste piece. This
document will be coming out shortly.

MINISTER COMMENT: Make sure that the report above goes to the Environment Select
Committee. 

• MPI have a “Future focused” fund – SBN has met with MPI. This does encompass food
waste

•
MINISTER COMMENT:  Need an appropriate person(s) from MfE to liaise and partner with
MPI (see where else they can help with resourcing and funding).

1 Note this is incorrect – The G.I.F.T Gulf Innovation Fund Together website 
https://www.giftofthegulf.org.nz/grantees-list outlines a grant of $396,300 was granted to SBN over three 
years, not ~$300,000 per year. 
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Procurement 

• Procurement - Question around this this topic and where it’s at?  
• MINISTER QU: What is the hold up? ANS  
•  

ACTION: Minister Sage has regular meetings with Minister Parker (on progress). She will 
bring this up to him (raise the issue). Might involve James, MBIE etc ???,  

• Note: In MBIE, there is a 1. Procurement Team and a 2. Strategic Team. Reports to Parker.  
• Previous procurement initiative = in 2005/2006 = “Gov3”. 
• Air New Zealand – Mentions that perhaps a procurement template of Air NZ could be used 

for government. Discuss Council procurement vs Government procurement mechanisms. 
• QU  
• Auckland Council Model (procurement) =  

 
• Differences: Council Procurement – ; focus 

is on “Low Cost”. Government procurement – focus on “whole-of-life”. 
• PROCURMENT – Need to look at the Drivers and Frameworks.  

 

Waste Minimisation Activities 

• Cavaleir Branworth = carpet tiles (MfE).  
  

• Asked about why Green Gorilla has not developed a site in Wellington.  
  

• Studio Pacific Architecture – they divert construction waste from landfill. Because of this, 
they continually update their options on products.  

   
• Mention from Minister that an ‘EECA’ model for waste might/should be explored by MfE. 

(This would be to address more than just waste). BUT mention from SBN was that setting 
this up would be too slow – this may be best operated independently from government (to 
be ‘one step ahead’ to help government transition).  

• WMF comment by SBN - 
o Investment process is burdensome (needs to be more trust in the applicant or  

different frameworks).  
 We mentioned we looking into it, reviewed by Akina and PwC audit results. 
 Mentioned cloud based platform (portal system).  

• NZTE - Focus on international infrastructure and to bring this into New Zealand. They have 
started to look sustainability, but there is only a team of one person  
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• MINISTER COMMENT: We need to connect up with them  

Other Points to Note 

• An independent knowledge branch is required (this would be faster than government). 
• Getting technology from lab - a scalable size is always a challenge 
• SBN essentially offer a cross circular economy advisory service. Will require cross-agency to 

deliver on this. (This is where procurement feeds into this too).   
• MPI and restorative food (Paper in The Lancet - Food and Climate Paper). 

o   
• Dr Sudva Singh – Health Sector + Climate Change + Food Health = really knowledgeable.  
• BOMA – Kyla (staff/personnel)???  
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From: Rachel Brown
To: Eugenie Sage; Tanisha Vithal; Andrew.needhad@mfe.govt.nz
Subject: More information about GulfX for Min Sage
Date: Thursday, 31 January 2019 6 06:56 PM
Attachments: 2019 GulfX overview.pdf

Hello again – thanks so much for the meeting today.
As promised attached is an outline on GulfX

We are launching it on the 28th Feb at Kelly Tarlton. If the Minister is free to present (6-8pm) please let me know.
As discussed this is a 3 year programme with seed funding from GIFT.
We are looking for financial partners – DOC would be a great partner for this.
Let me know next steps.
Thanks  Nga mihi
Rachel

Rachel Brown| CEO
rachel@sustainable.org.nz | 09 973 0991 | 021 686 158

Sustainable Business Network
PO Box 106983, Auckland City, Auckland 1143
Phone +64 9 826 0394  | info@sustainable.org.nz  |  www sustainable.org.nz | Twitter  | Facebook
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