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19-D-00433

Thank you for your request, transferred by the State Services Commission to the
Environment (MfE) on 11 March 2019, asking for the following under the Offi

finistry for t
atn@ﬁ (the

Act)
An approximate cost estimate of the average response to an OIA re 6&\’7/5 sholld necessarily require

an averaging of:

a. The average wage per hour typically committed to O. onses, by

b. The average number of hours committed to respon o an OIA request
This can be expressed as: J(average wageagency x ave number of@kagency) / number of
agencies.

For the period 1 January 2017 — 1 January ZOI{?IXQber 0, &.}equests sent from or on behalf of

the New Zealand Tax Payers Union.

Please also provide a narrative explaini @vethod @determme the average wage and average
number of hours across agencies Q edin la of this OIA request.

because MfE does not have a cg t'drafts OIA responses. When a new request is received
this will be allocated to the appropriate t on the subject matter. This means a wide variety of
staff from various teams cp’be respon r draftlng an OIA response including analysts, senior analysts,
or even managers in s w Jses if th %&t is complex. MfE does not record the hours taken by various
staff members to c an QIA@}/ages or other costs are not recorded or attributed to each OIA.
m

This part of you for %;\] ate for responding to OlAs is refused pursuant to section 18(g) of
the Act, as th atio eld.

MfE is unable to provide you with Q oxim Qtlmate for responding to OIA requests. This is
traliSed te téa r

fascon cted ase rough records for OlAs from the NZ Taxpayers Union, and found 12 requests
éy January 2 nd January 2019. However, this figure will only include requests where the
requestor spe% entified they were from the NZ Taxpayers Union and this was recorded.

You have th x& to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of my decision on this request,
in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. Details can be found at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz.

Sincerely

N(/QQ/UV\@

Neil Hurley
Director, People and Culture





