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Official information request relating to the Royal Co \n or@etic Modification

| refer to your official information request dated 16 ber r information relating to the
Royal Commission on Genetic Modification specmei

“When was Sir Thomas Eichelbaum olied to Wr the inquiry and when were
inquiries first made of his availa\% lease s@ e all records relating to this

request. \

How much was he paid, whaf was his mef payment and on what dates did he
work on the inquiry?

Was Sir Thomas aske¥, o decl confllcts of interest or potential conflicts of
interest? Please e any such declaration by him, and a copy of his
employment

Your request is ed un&%e tion 18 (e) of the Official Information Act on the basis that the
information re ed ca found despite reasonable efforts to locate it.

While th matlo u have requested cannot be located we have attached a copy of the
warr omtm duals to the Royal Commission. This document is also available from the

? I'ChIV
h % ght to seek an investigation and review by the Ombudsman of this decision.

[Inform ut how to make a complaint is available at www.ombudsman.parliament.nz or
freeph 800 802 602.

Yours sincerely
P :

Brian Hallinan
Manager, Environmental Risk and Innovation
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His Excellency the Governor-General is recommen@x;

sign pursuant to section 2 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act @he
attached Order in Council appointing @

Q~

THE RT HON SIR (JOHANN) THOMAS EICHEI.@A (Chair)
DR JACQUELINE SHERBURD TE MAKAHI
DR JEAN SUTHERLAND FLEMING \/

THE RT REV (JOHN) RICHARD RA@ON
to be a Royal Commissicn to ir&ginto Genetic Modification.

@Q‘ Minister for the Environment
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Clerk of the Executive Council




Royal Commission on Genetic Modification

Elizabeth the Second, by the Grace of God Queen of New
Zealand and Her Other Realms and Territories, Head of the
Commonwealth, Defender of the Faith:

To The Right Honourable Sir THOMAS EICHELBAUM,
G.B.E, of Wellington, formerly Chief Justice of New
Zealand; JACQUELINE ALLAN, of Auckland, medical
practitioner; JEAN SUTHERLAND FLEMING, of
Dunedin, scientist; and the Right Reverend RICHARD
RANDERSON, of Auckland, Bishop of the Anglican

Church: ' ' 0~
GREETING: QO\

Appointment and order of reference
KNOW YE that We, reposing trust and conﬁ in your

integrity, knowledge, and abﬂny, is Our
Commission, nominate, constitute, an a lyou The

Right Honoulable IR TH MAS HELBAUM,
JACQUELINE  ALLAN, SUTHERLAND
FLEMING, and The ngh Reyerend RICHARD

RANDERSON,

to be a Commission t r ive rcprcsentatmns upor,
inquire into, investiga report upon the following
matters:

(1) the strategic@psions available to enable New Zealand

to address) and in the future, genetic
modific, , eenetically modified organisms, and
prodm&\an

changes considered desirable to the current
allve, regulatory, policy, or institutional
pements for addressing, in New Zealand, genetic
dification, genetically modified organisms, and

S products:
0 elevant matters

And, without limiting the order of reference set out above,
We declare that, in conducting the inquiry, you may, under
this Our Commission, investigate and receive
representations upon the following matters:

(a) where, how, and for whal purpose genelic
modification, genetically modified organisms, and
products are being used in New Zealand at present:

(b) the evidence (including the scientific evidence), and
the level of uncertainty, about the present and possible
future use, in New Zealand, of genetic modification,
genetically modified organisms, and products:

(c) the risks of, and the benefits to be derived from, the
use or avoidance of genetic modification, genetically
modified organisms, and products in New Zealand,
including—
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(i) the groups of persons who are likely to be
advantaged by each of those benefits; and

(ii) the groups of persons who are likely to be
disadvantaged by each of those risks:

(d) the international legal obligations of New Zealand in
relation to genetic modification, genctically modified
organisms, and products:

(e) the liability issues involved, or likely to be involved,
now or in the future, in relation to the use, in New
Zealand, of genetic modification, genetically modified
organisms, and products

() the intellectual property issues involved, or likely to
be involved, now or in the future, in relation to the use
in New Zealand of genetic modification, genetically
modified organisms, and products:

(g) the Crown’s responsibilities under the Treaty of

genetically modified organisms, and products:

Waitangi in relation to genetic modificationQ®

(h) the global developments and issues that
influence the manner in which New Zealand :
or limit the use of, genetic modification, ically
modified organisms, and products:

(i) the opportunities that may be open to NeW Zealand
from the use or avoidance of gege odification,
genetically modified organisms, ducts:

(j) the main areas of publj rest in penetic
modification, genetically d organisms, and
products, including tho ated to—

(i) human health (in n2 biomedical, food safety,
and consumer ¢

ters (including biodiversity,
s, and the health of ecosystems):

matters (including research and
business  development,  primary

ducthon, and exports);
i ral and ethical concerns:
ey strategic issues drawing on ethical, cultural,

ironmental, social, and economic risks and benefits
arising from the use of genetic modification,
genetically modified organisms, and products:

(1) the international implications, in relation to both New
Zealand's binding international obligations and New
Zealand’s foreign and trade policy, of any measures
that New Zealand might take with regard to genetic
modification, genetically modified organisms, and
products, including the costs and risks associated with
particular options:

(m) the range of strategic outcomes for the future
application or avoidance of genetic modification,
gencetically modified organisms, and products in New
Zealand:

(n) whether the statutory and regulatory processes
controlling genetic modification, genetically modified
organisms, and products in New Zealand are adequate
to address the strategic outcomes that, in your opinion,
are desirable, and whether any legislative, regulatory,

(ii) environmepgtal
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policy, or other changes are needed to enable New
Zealand to achieve these outcomes:
Definitions
And We declare that, in this Our Commission, unless the
context otherwise requires,—

genetic modification means the use of genelic

engineering techniques in a laboratory, being a usc that

involves,—

(a) the deletion, multiplication, modification, or moving
of genes within a living organism; or

(b) the transfer of genes from one organism to another;
or

(c) the modification of existing genes or the construction
of novel genes and their incorporation in any

organisms; or E
(d) the utilisation of subsequent generations or offsprin

of organisms modified by any of the acmme@-
described in paragraphs (a) to (c) \

genetically modified organism means an organgSy
is produced by genetic modification

organism includes a human being

product includes every mcdicin%commcrcial,

chemical, and food product that (whi self capable

of replicating genetic material) i ved from, or is

likely to be derived from, geneffc ification:
Exclusions from inquiry \
But We declare that e not, under this Our

Commission, to inquire j e generation of organisms or
products using mod tandard breeding techniques

(including cloning, nMafagenesis, protoplast fusions,
controlled polli % hybridisation, hybridomas and
monoclonal av%@ 5):

Appointmefit 8f chairperson

appoint you, The Right Honourable SIR
ICHELBAUM, to be the Chairperson of the

r to adjourn
%d for better enabling you to carry this Our Commission
0 into effect you are authorised and empowered, subject to
the provisions of this Our Commission, to make and
Q conduct any inquiry or investigation under this Our
Commission in such manner and at such time and place as
Q/ you think expedient, with power to adjourn from time to
% time and from place to place as you think fit, and so that
this Our Commission will continue in force and any such
inquiry may at any time and place be resumed although not
\, regularly adjourned from time to time or from place to
place:

Q_@ Consultation and procedures

And you are required, in carrying this Our Commission into
effect,—

® to consult with the public in a way that allows people to
express clearly their views, including ethical, cultural,
environmental, and scientific perspectives, on the use, in
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New Zealand, of genetic modification, genetically
modified organisms, and products; and

@ to adopt procedures that will encourage people to express
their views in relation to any of the matters referred to in
the immediately preceding paragraph; and

e to consult and engage with Maori in a manner that
specifically provides for their needs; and

e to use relevant expertise, including consultancy and
secretarial services, and to conduct, where appropriate,
your own research:

And you are empowered, in carrying this Our Commission
into effect,—

(a) to prepare and publish discussion papers from time to
time on topics relevant to the inquiry; and

(b) unless you think it proper in any case to withhold any
evidence or information obtained by you in the
exercise of the powers conferred upon you,—
(i) to include in any discussion papers prepared

published by you all or any of that evidepd
information; and

(ii) to publish or otherwise disclose in suc ays
as you think fit all or any of thal\\' ence or
information:

General provisions

And, without limiting any of yo
proceedings in private or to exc
your proceedings, you are .

person from any hearing,
evidence is being takend

" powers to hear
person from any of
ered to exclude any
ding a hearing at which

Excellency the rpor-General in pursuance of this Our
Commission
or purport niwreport so made or to be made by you:

declared that the powers conferred by this Our
are exercisable despite the absence at any time
r any 2 of the members appointed by this Our
jsion so long as the Chairperson, or a member
ed by the Chairperson to act in the place of the
fiirperson, and at least | other member, are present and
concur in the exercise of the powers:

And We do further declare that you have liberty to report
your proceedings and findings under this Our Commission
from time to time if you judge it expedient to do so:

Reporting date

And, using all due diligence, you are required to report to
His Excellency the Governor-General in writing under your
hands, not later than 1 June 2001, your findings and
opinions on the matters aforesaid, together with such
recommendations as you think fit to make in respect of
them:

And, lastly, it is declared that these presents are issued
under the authority of the Letters Patent of Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth the Second constituting the office of
Governor-General of New Zealand, dated 28 October
1983 ', and under the authority of and subject to the
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provisions of the Commissions of Inquiry Act 1908, and
with the advice and consent of the Executive Council of

New Zealand.

In witness whereof We have caused this Our Commission
to bc issued and the Seal of New Zealand to be hereunto
affixed at Wellington this 5) R day of May 2000.

Witness Our Right Trusty and Well-

beloved Counsellor Sir Michael
Hardie Boys, Principal Knight
Companion of Our New Zealand
Order of Merit, Knight Grand Cross
of the Most Distinguished Order of
Saint Michael and Saint George,
Principal Companion of Our Service
Order, Governor-General and

Commander-in-Chief in and DVO_

New Zealand. \ S
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By His Excellency’s Commaz\o
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Prime Minister.
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Clerk of the Executive Council
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