Miuistry for the
@ Enwronment
Manwaint Mo 1¢ Tui.

PO Box 10362, Wellington 6143
Website: www.mfe.govt.nz
Freephone: 0800 499 700

18-D-01914

stuff.co.nz

SRR

Thank you for your email of 3 September 2018, requestln llowing @fation under the

Official Information Act 1982 (OIA):
“I'd like the results generated by the Contammated% diat Pnormsatlon
Tool, which MfE uses to allocate funding ontamin ite clean-ups. |
understand the results were updated earl/ ar R{e vide those results,
as a ranked list, in a spreadsheet format appear ttached image, taken
from the tool's user manual. Please gorovide the document, including all
contaminated sites subjected to the é

We have attached the sheet entitled “ ata” fr ontamlnated Sites Remediation Fund
(CSRF) Prioritisation Tool as per th shot at to your request.

The CSRF provides $2.63 m||||o nnual f& (o} reglonal councils and unitary authorities for
the investigation and/or re of cont ed sites.

The Prioritisation Tool, ba n inf ma owded by regional councils, ranks the sites in the
order of the potentlal ri may to human health and the environment. The Prioritisation
Tool only includes sn meet t Iblllty criteria of the CSRF and regional councils consider
a priority for i mves or re

Therefore, h satl does not include every potentially contaminated site in New
Zealand. to the Prioritisation Tool as part of the biannual CSRF funding

b last working day of March and September. The purpose of the
Okl

round close

Priori ool is t m funding decisions on CSRF applications and direct funding to those
sites that potentl ose the most significant risk to health or the environment.

The PI‘IOI’ItIS% ol is a live document that is updated regularly. It was last updated on 18
September in preparation for the upcoming funding round, which closed on 28 September
2018; we havé released this latest version to you in full. As part of the formal review of all

applications received in the September funding round, the Prioritisation Tool will be updated again
as new information is provided to the Ministry.

The Ministry publishes the CSRF Priority List on our website. The Priority List comprises the ten
sites from the Prioritisation Tool that the Government has prioritised for funding from the CSRF.
The Priority List published on the Ministry's website was updated following the March 2018 CSRF
funding round. A revised list will be published on the Ministry’s website once decisions are made

upcoming funding September funding round.
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You will notice that the site ranked as number one in the Prioritisation Tool, ‘Historic Christchurch
Landfill,’ has not been included on the Priority List on the website. The nature of this site differs to
the remainder of the sites on the database as it involves private residential landowners. These
landowners, like the Ministry and Environment Canterbury, were unaware that the land was
contaminated until recently.

The fact that the Historic Christchurch Landfill site is not on the Priority List on the{website simply
reflects a desire to protect their privacy at this stage of the process to avoid undue attentionte the
contamination while landowners and Environment Canterbury take action “to address, the
contamination.  Environment Canterbury has already received funding from the “GSRF to
investigate the site and is now working closely with the affected landowhers*to find a sohation to
remediate the affected areas. The Ministry is currently funding four siteSion the Rriority List and
working with regional councils on two other sites on the Priority List, Which were ‘approved for
funding in the March 2018 funding round.

We recommend that if you have any further questions regarding anyof the_sites listed on the
Prioritisation Tool you contact the relevant regional councilforthe latest inferfation.

Under Section 28(3) of the OIA, you have the right to ask the,Ombudsman to review my response
to your request.

Yours sincerely
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