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26-OIAD-01647 
 

 
 

Radio New Zealand  
 

 
 
 
11 August 2026 
 
 
Kia ora 
 
Thank you for your emails received by the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) on 15 and 30 June 
2026 , requesting the following under the Official Information Act 1982 (the Act): 
 

• Any documents, including briefings, meeting agendas, note and minutes, and emails, 
regarding the marine carbon dioxide removal company Gigablue 

• Any briefings or other documents supplied to ministers regarding marine carbon dioxide 
removal, not already captured by the first part of my request 
 

I’d be happy for you to narrow the scope to exclude: 
• Emails related to RNZ’s media requests 
• Emails where the primary topic is not Gigablue or mCDR 
• System notifications about access to documents 

 
On 14 July 2026, the Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions, and Transport (MCERT) notified you 
that it was extending the timeframe for its response to your request by 20 working days under 
sections 15A(1)(a) and 15A(1)(b) of the Act. 
 
We have identified 25 documents and 110 emails in scope of the request, as outlined in the 
document schedule in Annex 1 below. We have also identified Microsoft Outlook calendar events 
and responses for 17 meetings attended by MfE officials, which are outlined in Table 1 below. 
 
I am releasing 20 documents and emails to you in full. 
 
I am releasing 83 documents and emails to you in part, with some information withheld under the 
following sections of the Act: 
 

6(b)(i)  as the making available of that information would be likely to prejudice the 
entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of 
confidence by the Government of any other country or any agency of such a 
Government. 

6(b)(ii)  as the making available of that information would be likely to prejudice the 

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)

9(2)(a)
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entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of 
confidence by any international organisation. 

9(2)(a)  to protect the privacy of natural persons. 
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would likely 

unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or 
who is the subject of the information. 

9(2)(ba)(i)  to protect information which is subject to an obligation of confidence or which any 
person has been or could be compelled to provide under the authority of any 
enactment, where the making available of the information would be likely to 
prejudice the supply of similar information, or information from the same source, 
and it is in the public interest that such information should continue to be supplied. 

9(2)(g)(i)  to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an 
organisation or officers and employees of any public service agency or organisation in 
the course of their duty. 

9(2)(h)  to maintain legal professional privilege. 
9(2)(j)  to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or organisation 

holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations. 
 
I am releasing 10 documents to you as excerpts as per section 16(1)(e) of the Act, with some 
information withheld under the following sections of the Act: 
 

6(b)(ii)  as the making available of that information would be likely to prejudice the 
entrusting of information to the Government of New Zealand on a basis of 
confidence by any international organisation. 

9(2)(a)  to protect the privacy of natural persons. 
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would likely 

unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or 
who is the subject of the information. 

9(2)(g)(i)  to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an 
organisation or officers and employees of any public service agency or organisation in 
the course of their duty. 

9(2)(h)  to maintain legal professional privilege. 
 
I am withholding 21 emails in full under section 9(2)(h) of the Act to maintain legal professional 
privilege. 
 
I am refusing one document in full under section 18(d) of the Act as it is already publicly available as 
per the link in the document schedule below. 
 
While Document 26 (26-BRF-01120) was dispatched to Ministers outside of the date range of your 
request, a number of emails preparing for this briefing were shared between officials before 15 June 
2026 and the briefing helps to contextualise some of these emails. As such, I am proactively releasing 
the briefing to you with some information withheld under the following sections of the Act: 
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9(2)(a)  to protect the privacy of natural persons. 
9(2)(b)(ii) to protect information where the making available of the information would likely 

unreasonably to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied or 
who is the subject of the information. 

9(2)(g)(i)  to maintain the effective conduct of public affairs through the free and frank 
expression of opinions by or between or to Ministers of the Crown or members of an 
organisation or officers and employees of any public service agency or organisation in 
the course of their duty. 

9(2)(h)  to maintain legal professional privilege. 
9(2)(j)  to enable a Minister of the Crown or any public service agency or organisation 

holding the information to carry on, without prejudice or disadvantage, negotiations. 
 
In terms of section 9(1) of the Act, I am satisfied that, in the circumstances, the withholding of 
information in this request is not outweighed by other considerations that render it desirable to 
make the information available in the public interest. 
 
Please note that some email threads with the same subject line contain identical content due to 
branching conversations over time. In each instance, we have removed duplication of emails in any 
email thread after the first ones that they appear in, except where it is needed to show the point of 
divergence or where the text has been retrospectively added to later in the conversation (for 
example, when officials have added annotations in red text). 
 
I am releasing information about 13 meetings to you attended by MfE officials in Table 1 below. 
These were collated by isolating Microsoft Outlook calendar invites and responses in scope of your 
request that were identified through the email search process. I am withholding information about 
four further meetings under section 9(2)(h) of the Act to maintain legal professional privilege. 
 
Table 1: Meetings attended by Ministry for the Environment about Gigablue matters 

Date of 
meeting 

Time of 
meeting 

Attendees Purpose 

29-01-26 

 

7:00-
7:30am 

Aaron Napier (MfE). 

Guy Shafran, Sapir Markus-Alford 
(Gigablue). 

To receive updates on 
Gigablue’s research 
programme 

16-03-26 2:00-
2:15pm 

Martin Workman, Aaron Napier (MfE). Discussed next steps from 
MfE on Gigablue work 

23-03-26 3:00-
3:30pm 

Matt Adams, Matthew Barbati-Ross (MfE). Review time for meeting 
brief 

26-03-26 10:00-
11:00am 

Guy Shafran, Sharon Naveh Ovedya, Sapir 
Markus Alford (Gigablue). 

Aaron Napier (MfE). 

Neale Jones, Stuart Wilson, Ben Thomas 

See agenda provided as 
Document 6 
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(Capital NZ). 

27-03-26 10:30-
10:55am 

Matthew Barbati-Ross, Matt Adams, 
Bonnie Hartfield (MfE). 

Discussed next steps from 
MfE on Gigablue work 

09-04-26 11:00-
11:30am 

Aaron Napier, Becky Prebble, Stephen 
Goodman (MfE). 

General discussion on 
Gigablue 

29-04-26 3:30-
4:00pm 

Emily McGeorge, Claire Brighton, Tabby 
Al-Jebouri (MFAT). 

Mike Williams (ESNZ). 

Matt Adams (MfE). 

To discuss MSR in NZ’s EEZ 
and Gigablue 

11-05-26 10:35-
11:15am 

Bonnie Hartfield, Zach Andrews, Matt 
Adams (MfE). 

Discussed briefing and 
Gigablue 

18-05-26 9:30-
10:00am 

Matt Adams, Bonnie Hartfield, Katie 
Mattera (MfE). 

To discuss 26-BRF-01120 

20-05-26 9:00-
9:30am 

Lauren Long, Stephen Goodman (MfE). To discuss carbon removal 
initiatives 

27-05-26 2:00-
2:30pm 

Matt Adams, Zach Andrews, Bonnie 
Hartfield (MfE). 

To discuss 26-BRF-01120. 

28-05-26 9:00-
9:50am  

Betsy Valente, Sena McCrory, Tristyn 
Bercel, Stephen Sweeny (US EPA). 

Matt Adams, Bonnie Hartfield (MfE). 

Tabby Al-Jebouri (MFAT). 

Jennifer McIver (EPA). 

See notes provided as 
Document 24 

11-06-26 2:30-
3:00pm 

Bonnie Hartfield, Matt Adams, Adriana 
Bird (MfE). 

To discuss 26-BRF-01120 – 
Treaty implications 

 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review by the Office of the Ombudsman of my 
decisions relating to this request, in accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can 
be found at: www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 
 
If you would like to discuss this decision with us, please do not hesitate to contact us at 
OIA@mcert.govt.nz. 
 
You have the right to seek an investigation and review of this response by the Ombudsman, in 
accordance with section 28(3) of the Act. The relevant details can be found on the Ombudsman’s 
website www.ombudsman.parliament.nz. 
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Please note that due to the public interest in our work, the Ministry publishes our Official Information 
Act responses on its website. Before publishing we will remove any personal or identifiable 
information. 
 
Ngā mihi 
 
 

 
 

Jo Gascoigne 
General Manager – RMA Operations 
Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions, and Transport 
 














