




Meeting close 

Date 

Q3 
Sept2024 

Q4 
Dec 2024 

[IN CONFIDENCE] 

f)

g) Note officials are available to meet with Ministers to discuss the interim projections in more
detail.

3.3 Note the next CPMG meeting will be scheduled in September 2024. 

Supporting documents: 

• Paper 3. 1 Quarterly Progress Report to CPMG, May 2024

Indicative forward agenda items 

CPMG focus Discussion topic 
area 

Reporting • Standing item: Quarterly IEB update on delivery of climate priorities and progress
against goals and targets, risks or issues

Adaptation •

• Direction on strategic positioning of response to Climate Change Commission's
report on implementation and effectiveness of the NAP

Domestic •

mitigation • Discussion and approval of draft response to Climate Change Commission's
monitoring report on emissions reductions and the adequacy and implementation
of the first ERP ( due 17 Oct)

International •

mitigation •

•

Reporting • Standing item: Quarterly IEB update on delivery of climate priorities and progress
against goals and targets, risks and issues

Adaptation •

• Review of draft response to Climate Change Commission report on implementation
of the NAP (due by February 2025)

Domestic • Independent Review of Methane Science and Targets: report
mitigation 

International •

mitigation 
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Developing the second emissions 
reduction plan 

Purpose of this paper and key messages 

1. This paper introduces the next second emissions reduction plan (the plan), which must be 

produced this year. In June, the Minister of Climate Change will seek approval from Cabinet to 

consult on this plan. 

2. The plan will be consistent with the Climate Strategy – this Government’s approach to 

achieving the climate targets. It will be the implementation plan for achieving Government 

Target 9.  

3. The plan is an all-of-government plan. The Minister of Climate Change has worked with 

responsible Ministers and their agencies to develop the material to be contained in a public 

consultation. 

4. An appended slide outlines the main policies proposed for the public consultation (page 2).  

Next steps 

5. Cabinet needs to endorse the approach to public consultation. 

Recommendations for CPMG 

2.1 Note the Climate Change Response Act requires that the second emissions reduction plan 

be published by the end of 2024, at least 12 months prior to the start of the second 

emissions budget period of 2026-2030 (EB2).   

2.2 Note that the plan will be consistent with the key pillars within the Climate Strategy.   

2.3 Note that Cabinet approval will be sought in June to release a discussion document for 

public consultation on the plan.  

2.4 Note that the policies set out on page 2 of this paper form the basis of public consultation 

on the plan and will be included in the Cabinet paper seeking approval to consult.  
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Summary of the Quarterly Progress Report 

May 2024 

Purpose and context 

This is a summary of the quarterly progress report (the Report), which is prepared by the Climate 
Change Chief Executives Board (the Board) for the Climate Priorities Ministerial Group (CPMG).  

The Report summarises upcoming milestones across the Government’s climate priorities, how we 
are tracking towards New Zealand’s climate mitigation targets, informed by interim emissions 
projections, and progress made over March - May 2024.  

The full quarterly progress report will be sent to CPMG members separately. It is intended to 

support decisions by Ministers, the Board, and agencies, on any responses required to ensure 

New Zealand is able to meet its climate goals and targets. 

 

Recommendations for period ending May 2024 

a) Note the progress on the Government’s climate priorities this quarter, and anticipated 
decisions and milestones for the next quarter. 

b) Note new interim projections (which use an alternative model, incorporate latest official 
inventory updates, and updated policy assumptions) suggest the ability to meet emissions 
budgets has become more challenging compared to December 2023 projections. 

c) Note interim projections (which do not yet factor in ERP2 policies) indicate we are still on track 
to meet the first emissions budget (EB1) but the headroom has decreased from 13 Mt CO2-e 
to 2 Mt CO2-e (uncertainty band of 4Mt), with the central estimates for EB2 being 6 Mt CO2-e 
over the budget limit and 25 Mt CO2-e over the budget limit for EB3 - but within the uncertainty 
bands of modelling. 

d) Note officials will continue to update Ministers as these projections include considerable 
uncertainty, with numbers adjusting as policy impacts are refined. 

e) Note separate advice on the sufficiency and legal risks relating to the development of ERP2, 
and options to manage these risks, is being provided to Ministers. 

f)  
 
 

 
 

g) Note officials are available to meet separately with Ministers to discuss the interim projections 
in more detail.  
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Appendix 1:  Key milestones across Government climate 

priorities (past quarter) 

 

Energy 

+ Fast-track Approvals Bill introduced into Parliament (March 2024) 

+ Cabinet considered next steps for work on EV chargers (April 2024), and Electrify NZ 

proposals (May 2024) 

 

Transport 

+ Cabinet considered the Supercharging EV Infrastructure work programme (April 2024) 

+ Officials convened a Supercharging EV Infrastructure Taskforce (April 2024) 

+ EECA launched next round of co-funding for EV chargers (April 2024) 

 

Agriculture  

+ Minister of Agriculture approved approach to developing on-farm emissions measurement by 

2025 

+ New shareholders joined AgriZeroNZ - increasing total funds for investment to $180 million 

+ Cross-ministerial group on Gene Tech established  

+ Cabinet made final policy decisions to repeal agricultural obligations in the NZ ETS (April 

2024) 

+ Cabinet approval and announcement by Agricultural and Climate Change Ministers of 

independent review of methane science and target  

 

Climate Data System 

+ MfE released the 2024 Greenhouse Gas Inventory (April 2024) 

+ Interim projections dataset created to establish the baseline for the second emissions 

reduction plan (April 2024) 

 

Adaptation Framework 

+ Cabinet approval of work to develop an adaptation framework, key objectives and 

workstreams (April 2024) and announcement of this work (May 2024)   
 




