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Information to support consideration 
of emergency regulations under 
section 331AA of the RMA

This document is intended to help councils provide information to the Ministry for the Environment (MfE) to support consideration of whether the making of emergency regulations under section 331AA of the Resource Management Act 1991 may be appropriate in response to a natural hazard event or other emergency.
Provision of information does not indicate that regulations will be made, and it does not pre-empt ministerial decisions. Any decision to make regulations is a matter for the ministers and Cabinet.  
Councils are encouraged to provide clear, factual and evidence-based information, including why existing planning, consenting, emergency works or non- statutory pathways are not sufficient to address the issue.
Space is provided to provide information on three policy issues below. Councils are welcome to provide information on as many issues as they wish – please copy the headings as required.
Council information
Council name  

Contact person  

Position  

Email

Phone  

Description of policy issue 1
Issue and need for regulatory relief, and alternative options considered 
(Explain the specific issue requiring intervention, and why existing RMA tools, plan provisions, emergency works powers, or other statutory or non-statutory pathways are insufficient or impractical in the circumstances)  

Emergency or natural hazard event (s331AA(1)(a)) 
(Describe the event and how it directly caused or contributed to the issue.) 

Relation to a weather event (if applicable) 
(Indicate the dates of the event(s) when the issue began.) 

Is the location within an area that CDEMA has declared a state of national or local emergency (s 331AA(6))? 
(Specify the site or geographic area) 

Scale and significance  
(Describe the level of impact if the issue is not addressed) 

Emergency regulations under s 331AA 
(Specify which regulation-making powers are sought and why they are necessary) 

Environmental effects (331AA(2)(c))  
(Describe potential effects, if regulations were developed to address the issue, and whether adverse effects can be avoided, remedied or mitigated) 

Consultation considerations 
(Identify relevant iwi/Māori groups, councils, agencies, or affected groups, and note whether any consultation has occurred or is proposed) 



Description of policy issue 2
Issue and need for regulatory relief, and alternative options considered 
(Explain the specific issue requiring intervention, and why existing RMA tools, plan provisions, emergency works powers, or other statutory or non-statutory pathways are insufficient or impractical in the circumstances)  

Emergency or natural hazard event (s331AA(1)(a)) 
(Describe the event and how it directly caused or contributed to the issue.) 

Relation to a weather event (if applicable) 
(Indicate the dates of the event(s) when the issue began.) 

Is the location within an area that CDEMA has declared a state of national or local emergency (s 331AA(6))? 
(Specify the site or geographic area) 

Scale and significance  
(Describe the level of impact if the issue is not addressed) 

Emergency regulations under s 331AA 
(Specify which regulation-making powers are sought and why they are necessary) 

Environmental effects (331AA(2)(c))  
(Describe potential effects, if regulations were developed to address the issue, and whether adverse effects can be avoided, remedied or mitigated) 

Consultation considerations 
(Identify relevant iwi/Māori groups, councils, agencies, or affected groups, and note whether any consultation has occurred or is proposed) 




Description of policy issue 3
Issue and need for regulatory relief, and alternative options considered 
(Explain the specific issue requiring intervention, and why existing RMA tools, plan provisions, emergency works powers, or other statutory or non-statutory pathways are insufficient or impractical in the circumstances)  

Emergency or natural hazard event (s331AA(1)(a)) 
(Describe the event and how it directly caused or contributed to the issue.) 

Relation to a weather event (if applicable) 
(Indicate the dates of the event(s) when the issue began.) 

Is the location within an area that CDEMA has declared a state of national or local emergency (s 331AA(6))? 
(Specify the site or geographic area) 

Scale and significance  
(Describe the level of impact if the issue is not addressed) 

Emergency regulations under s 331AA 
(Specify which regulation-making powers are sought and why they are necessary) 

Environmental effects (331AA(2)(c))  
(Describe potential effects, if regulations were developed to address the issue, and whether adverse effects can be avoided, remedied or mitigated) 

Consultation considerations 
(Identify relevant iwi/Māori groups, councils, agencies, or affected groups, and note whether any consultation has occurred or is proposed) 
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