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• Partnerships and engagement (-$37.8m). Funding and capacity is reduced for communication, engagement and 
partnership activities and funding for third parties. These savings span the climate and environment appropriations. 

• Environmental Protection Authority (no savings). No savings were sought from the EPA to contribute to the overall fiscal 
savings target, as the agency has been operating a deficit since 2017/18, which is no longer sustainable. A ‘break even’ 
budget is its contribution to the savings exercise this year. 

 
Resource management portfolio 
Net resource management portfolio savings, including new Budget 24 funding offset by the Mini Budget savings, were -$209.4m 
over four years.  
 
New funding for RM reform replacement: 
• The Budget provides $92.2m of new funding for resource management reform replacement.  
• This new operating funding enables the Ministry to retain specialist knowledge and capability among staff needed to deliver 

the reforms. 
• It will be used to deliver the Government’s resource management reforms, including fast-track consenting legislation, RMA 

amendments, updates to national direction, and RMA replacement legislation.  
• It also provides funding in outyears for the ongoing operation of the RM system to support system change.  
• This funding includes $2m over four years for the EPA to support its functions in relation to fast-track consenting.  
 
Return of RM implementation funding in December 2023 Mini Budget  
• In the December 2023 Mini Budget, $301.6m in funding was returned for the implementation of the previous Government’s 

RM reforms. This followed the repeal of the Natural and Built Environment Act and the Spatial Planning Act (2023). 
 
Climate change portfolio 
Climate portfolio savings from Budget 2024 (no Mini Budget impact) including from the Climate Change Commission, were 
$85.4m* over four years.  
See also the key messages section below. 
 
• Climate Change Commission: savings result from returning funding previously provided to establish an agricultural 

emissions pricing function, along with a 7.5 percent reduction in baseline from 25/26 (-$15.6m). 
• Climate change programmes (-$35.5m) made up of:  

o departmental climate change savings: includes staff and non-staff related reductions in the Ministry’s climate work 
programme, along with reduced funding for the Climate Change Chief Executives Board in line with the overall 7.5 
percent savings target. (-$14.3m) 

o non-departmental funding for climate change initiatives, including reduced funding for Māori climate resilience 
initiatives and the Climate Change Development Fund (-$21.2m). 
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